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A LAW 


CASE. 


Froin the Pougbheepsie Faurnal. 


A LAW CAsé. 


——at C 69 0 


For the Consideration 


of Men of all Parties. 


THOM AS COOPER, was late- 
ly indicted for a libel on the admi- 
niftration. ‘The trial was under 
the act commonly called the fedi- 
tion law. According to a claufe 
in this act, he was permitted to jul- 
tify by thewing the truth of the 


facts he h2 iflerted; 


To do this it was néceffary, that 
certain witnefles fhould be called 
and examined, and that certain 
public papers fhou!d be fo authen- 
ticated, as to becom® evidence ina 
courtoflaw. He (Cooper) accor- 
dingly reqtefted that Fobn Adams 
might be {ummioned as a witnefs. 
This requeft was rejected by the 
court. He then attempted to pro- 
éure authenticated copies of the 
prefident’s anfwers to fundry ad- 
dreffles, &c. &c. but thefe alfo were 
refufed. He then proceeded to 
read certain papers generally re- 
ceived as the anfwers of the preti- 
dent to the aforefaid addreffes and 
publifhed as fuch, but this the court 
declared not to be legal evidence. 
Under thefe circumftances he wag 
convicted, &c. See Webster's Specs 


‘ies 


An enquirer who has nothing at 
heart but juftice, who has been uni, 
formly attached to the conftitution; 
and who has every poffible publig 
motive and private difpolition t4 
think well of the adininiltration, 


vifhes to know, why ina fuit ine 


volving the liberty, property amd 
charactér of a fellow-citizen, Fobs 
Adams fhould net have been called 
uponas awitnels; Tofuppofe there 
was any legal difability would be, 
the height of fedition and calumny, 
nor wil] it I believe be pte 
that he is exempted by ‘his office 
from the obligations of truth, juts 
tice and humanity, which impole it 
upon every hunvan Creature to cons 
vit the guilty, or exculpate the 
innocent if they be called upon to 
do fo. This competency thereforé 
being unquéitionable, what cdnfi- 
deration could have governed the 
decition of the court ? Was it tho’t 
indelicate to require from the frft 
magiftrate of the country, the exer- 
cife of one of the moft folemn du- 
ties which 4s a man he owed it? 
Thisis impoffible. It cannot be, 
that if Mr. Cooper had been char- 
ged with theft or murder; inftead 
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A LAW CASE, 


gf fedition, and that if he believed 
Br. Adams’s teftimony material or 
necelary to his acquittal, that it 
would have beer denied to him.— 
By the conftitution, “ the aecufed 
& fhall onyey the right of a {peedy 


anda public trial ‘bi an impartial 


“jury; fhall be contronted with 
“the witnefs againft him—and 
“ fhall have compulfory procefs for 
“ obtaining witnelles jn his favor.” 
In this claufe, according to my 
comprehention of it, Mr. Coaper’s 
right to cail upon the prefident or 
any other perfon whole teflimony 
he fuppofed would operate in his 
fayor, is clearly eftablifhed—nor 
do [ find in any other at of our 

magna charta a fingle ty tla ible ta 
umpair that right. 


Whence then is derived the au- 
tho rity exercites bint this cafe by the 
ench, not certainly from the con- 
ttution—_nor from any exiftin r law 
in the United States, and it is quite 
improbable that it fhouldbe among 
the unenumerated. authorities ici- 
dent toa court: forii it were, eve- 
ry acculation would neceffarily bea 
condemnation, at their mere will 


a é. 


et 


’ 
4. 


“and pleafure. In other words, 


2 court has a right to prejudge the 
extent or application of a tef{timony 
which it has never heard, and that 
on any other ground (fave the fin- 
gle one of the legal diiability to 
fet alide one witnels in a caule) it 
lias aight ta fet aficle all, and of 
cdurfé to compel a jury to hring in 


averdia of © ruikty. Thinkin: 6 ‘ 
I do ot the judici jary of the Unit 
St: 


states, L Conceive it to be rrr 
impoflible, hut that fome reafon 


may be given ct. their conduct, 
which plat n men, ~~ e mytelf, can- 
mot perceive. It is this {va ntand 


Undifcovered re ton that I am now 
In fearch ot. anid which for the re- 


Puration OL Ui CoVrts and the Cau! 


of federalifm, I expe that fome of 
the friends of government, better 
informed than myfelf, will be obli- 
ging enough to aflign to the public. 
I fhould like to know at the fame 
time, how it happened that the pa- 
pers required by Mr. Cooper, to be 
authenticated, were not authenti- 
cated. The papers purporting to 
be anfwers of the prefident to fun- 
dry addrefles, were either written 
by Mr. Adams or they were not. 
It they were writteh by hin, it is 
impoflible that they fhould contain 
any thing which could jultify a li. 
bel upon his condu&, and of courfe, 
the papers ought to have been ac- 


knowledged. 


Ir on the other hand the papers 
were not genuine, that is if they 
have been talfely attributed to Mr. 
Adams, where was either the error 
or ae danger of openly difclaiming 
them? As the bufinels now ftaads, 
it gives the opponents of Mr. A- 
dams a plaufiole handle againit 
hime 


** it istrue (they jay) that Coops 
er has been convicted, but who we 
afk can be acquitted, if an execu- 
tive will not authenticate its own 
acis—,and if a court will prejujge 
teftimony,and reject witneffes, they 
have not heard:’? Such are the 
queftions that are afked—and I 
honeftly contefs that they are quef- 
tions which at prefent e embarrafs 
me nota littie. Like St. Paul, I 
do not think it enough to reply 
generally, that Lbelieve all this to 
be right : I wilh to be able to give 
a reatfon fer the belief ] pro efs 
becaufe I generally find that when 
I cannot fatisfy my own mind fully 
and completely, 1 always fail iy 


ho aranta . + % > Tr ‘ 
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EXTRACT FROM 


BLO Sle O tne 


EXTRACT FROM 


JOEL 


BARLOW’s LETTER. 


e270 


LATELY ADDR 


ESSED TO THE 


PEOPLE or rat UNITED STATES. 


—— ep 6 Fe 


BUT in anfwer to what I have 
fugeelted relative to the beft made 
of defence noe the iniults of 
Europe, it will faid that you 


have fettled your dies e with Eng 


Jand, without re! 
what is 
that you never will refort to it. 
Have von e 
expence, paft, prefent, and to come, 
of fettling that ditpute in the mane 
} t have done it? It 
has colt yon, aft. a facrifice of cha- 
racier, perhaps i - 
diferace of having injured your old 
friend in her own di iftrefs, aided 
yeur moft inveterate enemy, and 
abandoned the firone hold which 
he nature of things had given you, 
and in which you always would 
have been able to cefend yourfelves 
acarnft them bot h, with perfect 
dignity and independence. You 
Soe to have forgotten that differ- 
ent nations, as wells as different ani- 
snals, have different : means of de- 
fence, with which n: ture and Cire 
cumftances have refpetively en- 
cowed them. Eneland is defended 
a'moft entirely by a maritime force, 
without deeming it 
fortafy her towns, or keep on foot 


any ton fider rable army on land. 


yrting to it; and, 
. . 1 
vou have. fi:pulated 


i 


more, 


[ee] 
ct 
on 


ver calculated the real 


ler Nn Which vo 


réetri€ev able, 1 - 1 the 


neceflarv to 


Auftria denends 
land troops 


wholly upon heg 
and her fe ee 
The Pope, though for many ag 
the moft powe rful monare h. in Fu. 
rope, depen ded on no phyfical force 
by land or fea, but alt torether on @ 
moral force, or church seeds 
Now * either of the latter powers 
had faid to England:. lay afide your 
Havy: itis .di fhonor able to make 
ufe of wocden wails and floating 
Paha you oug lit to allow your 
eneny to land Gn your: country 
when he pleafes, and then truft 
vour bey 


for defence, ~is 1t probable th at 
England would have been perfu: ade 
ec. by that arrument. to ifet fire to 
her fhips? The defence of the U. 
nited States lay in the peeulitar na 
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ture of their. commerce. You 
have an invincible bulwark hh tn 
debts you were conftantly owing 
and renewing w ith the nations that 


had it in their power to menace 


—o ee 2 1 ee Le. 
Vou. r rt pa Ce Rut the firit natic 9 | 
ai = . . ‘ ‘ , } ~ 

t} at ta: ¢ > it } Hic) head 


you, comes and téils vou tiat 
made of defencé is dithonarahia 
wmoac¢ Oo! ale rence 1S Quon oOraule, 


lio+ . Tt \+ i : a ~waere 
that vou mMuit not wie it bue pive 
' 


oon, . bach ee | 6 met 2) =O? 
iwuUPp DOV CoOMpacie Zand althourh 
. : e 17 

+ ne ° “¢ - 4 .* 
itwas more lure, more peaceable, 


nore natural and le is expenfive 


net or your — or ‘2 
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than any other that could be ima- 
gined, you seacoast. refign it 
mto ‘ rh lands. 


2d. Your manner of fettling that 
difpute has breyght on’a -rupture 
with France, which has already coft 
in private plunder and publie pre- 
peration for war, at leaft 60 milli. 
ons of dollars. And it is not yet 
ain how much higher thefe 
es will rife, before the -bufinels 
is terminated. 


fal 


gd. The moft frichtful and moft 
xpenfe, 1s one which 
is only vet beginning to begin: it 
is that terrible tcourge of maritime 
nations,:a military navy. I beg 
you to contemplate for a moment 
the aby{s that your leaders are dig- 
ging under your feet in the nav ral 
fy fem now orzaniling with fomuch 
addrefs. You then liften at your 
jeifure tothat fwarmof fpeculators, 
Who live upon your |: offes, and are 
now Claiorous in favor of this fyt- 
im with-es much affectation of 
Berit if, “as if your falvation, 
wiflead of theirs depended upon it. 


Inca culal ible é 


d will quly obferve that it has been 
the ruimof evefy n 


nation that has 
hitherto adopted ; it andthat itmuft 
be fo from its nature. It is the 
fyphon put it fu€tion, which never 
can ftop, or moderate its action, 
till cll that feeds it is exhaufted. * 


Taafiift in pranthes you into 
ifineds, you have been told 


-in one of thofe oracles de- 


» 


ct 
be 
- 
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, 
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livered to both noufes of Congrefs) 
that there is no example among - 
mankind of a commercial marine, 
without a military marine to fup- 
portit. The fac is not fo; and 
if it were, that is no reafon why it 
fhould continue tobe fo. The re- 
publics of Ragufa, Hamburgh, Lu- 
beck, and Bremen, are among the 

oldeft governments of Europe; and 
hey are ina hi gh degree navigat- 
ing flates; that is, they have each 
of them a large commercial marine, 
and have hed for many ages, with- 
out any military marine. Some of 
my readers will {mile when they 
perceive that lam going tocompare 
any of thofe little fovereigns with 
the great and independent republic 
of the United States. I fhall do 
it only in one point; and there is 
one pointin which the comparifon 
is very ftriking, and I think applis 


7 


cable to the prelfent fubject. 


None of the neighboring pow- 
ers thinks proper to attack the 
commerce of thofe fovereignties, 
becante the intereft of other neigh- 
bo uring powers is concerned in its 
independence. Inhke manner, the 
power of St. James's (if our com- 
merce were kept on natural footing 
of felf-defence) would not think 
proper to attack it, becaufe the 
power of Liverpool, Bermingham, 
Sufheld, Manchefter, London, and 
other commercial towns, which 
contain our creditors and ftockhol- 
ders, would oppofe it for the ftrong- 
eft of all reafons, and with indubi- 
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aval system of Eu- | reasons for 
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rope; and to shew that it bas been 
even to thos 


Sia must be ruinous, 
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s whitch had more plausible 
r adopting it than we can 
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table effe&t. The power of the 
Hiucue would be reftrained, for the 
fame reafon, by the power of Am- 
fterdam; the power of Paris, by 
that of Bourdeaux, Nantz, and Sz. 
Domingo; and fo of the reft. 


I make no exception in the argu- 
ment on account‘of ‘the prefent de- 
plorable rupture with France, be- 
caute this rupture never would have 
happened, it we had not firit retign- 
ed our armour to England; and be- 
caufe tne neceflary energies and vi- 
olent convulfions of the revolution 
havé concentrated for a moment 
all poffible powers’within the walls 
of Paris; fo thatthe voice of the 
commercial towns, the colonies, 
and the true interefts of the nation; 
are not heard. But th 
fo far as it’ refpeéts Fr 
cannot be repeated ; 


iS isac rifis, 
ance, which 
and fo far as 
it relpects the provocation on our 
part; I hope it never will. 


Our effential cheraMer is that of 


an agricultural people :: and, happr- 
ly for us, the vait quantities of our 
vacant lands, which call for cul- 
ture, and demand a population e- 
qual to half Europe, will preierve 
us in this condition for ares to 


come. Our confumption of kuro- 
pean manufaGures muft therefore 
continue, andevenencreafe. ‘ihe 


rate of intereft, during this period, 
will neceffarily be higher in 
rica than in Europe. Of 
quence, the mals of private debts, 
habitually due from our merchants 
to thofe of the manutaCturiic nae 
tions, will not diminifh, but proba- 
bly increafe, at leaft for many years ; 
perhaps as lone as a military 
rine will be fuffere 
country. There 
therefore that this our national de- 
fence would fail us, as long as the 


préfent fyilem of By urop i POhey 


Ame- 


CONnice- 


tide 
d to exilk in any 
could be no fear 


3 
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fhould continue; and g 
lealt furnisé an example, if wi 
couldnet find one, of maintaining a 
commercial, without a military 
rines And Icannot but hove that 
there are perfons new living whg 
Will fee the day when not a cannon 
fhall be allowed to be carried to fea, 
at leaft onthe Atlantic and the Eu, 
ropean {ease ee 

But the navy fyftem with you is 
like the funding fyflem. When 
once the funding {cheme was adops 
ted as a principle by your {peculas 
ting le eifla i ‘ jt was necetlary 
to create adebtto fuppertit. For 
as the fyftem piss not live withoug 
the debt; and as they were deters 
mined to have the tormer, they mu§ 
of courte raile up the latter. Tn 
like manner, the a NAVY, 
which the famepoliticians have been 
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kindling anc | pu {tans M4 for te V eral year3 
isatlatt wroup cht inte 
have created a new 
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argument for 
a leet ; for wh 
fler, with 


the pudlic debt. have now 


at lealt ons building 
tis'a marine minis 
out a marine ?eAnd w what 
without fips ? 


iS A NaVVs, 


aes f.fin ae } ‘ 

tw O sVLLCTIIS, wl +e Fe +ever ) © 9 aay 12a vS 
‘ le cw 

. . 7 > - ™ 

been the intention of their authors, 
’ pI tad 1 r 

-2o re ater nter ~ ’ to 

are certainiy calculated ior the cee 


firuction of lib ‘rty in the United 
And thev will not pel of 
their effet, unlels they are checks 


ed in their prefent career. 
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No one will deny that a great 


change is taking place in tke flate 
iturope, both as to 
the interior government of nations, 
and their exteriar aad. recfprocal 
intercourlee “Che rapid prog-refs af 
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reer of i evolutio n that now fhakes 
P e political world, mutt neceffarily 
ed 1 to anew order of things. We 
ali agree likewife, at leaft all who 
reflect, that the law of nations is 
exceedingly vitious and unreafona- 
ble in many reipe Cts § efpecially in 
what concerns the tights of war 
uid peace relative to comimerce.+— 
It gives too much favor and en- 
couragement to a ftate of wat, and 
fubjecis to f00 many incenvenien- 
cies and vVexations the inhabitants 
of fuch countries as choofe to re- 
main in peace. It is evident that 
thefe unnatural regi lations were 


made for kings, and not for people. 
They are foune ded on thé principle 
that 2 ftate of war is the chief fo. 


licitude of thofe Who govern ; and 
the great object to be encouraged 
andiecured. ‘Vhis 1 

free tranfportation, which have rif- 
én to an enormous lift, called con- 
traband OF wars; it likewile gave 
rife to the pradtice of featching 
neutral veffels tor enemy’s goods } 
of fubjeCting them to extraofdina- 
ry and unneceflary rules of proof, 
to eftablifh the property ; and ima- 
ny other i ingenious vexations 3 as 
if we muft make apologies for wilh- 
ing to live in peace, and for being 
producers, inflead of deftroyers, of 
the aliments of humau life. 


No pacific nation can =< rouent 
be fatgped with ¢ this ftate of things; 
as it evidently prefers Hideane and 
rapine to the honeft purfuits of in- 
duftry. Some of the powers of Eu- 
rope, fenfible of, the wrongs, have 
united their efforts 


the friends of liberty, in attempt- 


ng» for many years paft, to change 
the law of nations in this refpedt ; 
to emancipate neutral commerce 
from the tyranny of contraband, 


and fereen it from the feizures and 


1S 13 the origin of ¢ 
thofe exceptions 10 the articles of 


with thofe of 


LETTER, ( tog )j 


vexations incident to the prevail. 


ine fyftem. America once joined 
them in thefe views, and adopted 
the ame oration, as far as poilible; 
in her early treaties in E urope ; till 
her covernment chofe to facrifice 
them toa more favorite projeG, 
and threw them into the geneial 
hecatomb of rights and principles, 
buried in the Britifh treaty. 


If thefé tevolutiors in Europe 
fhould terminate in favor of gene- 
ral interior liberty, which is alto. 
gether probable, they muft necel- 
farily extend to exterior or com- 
tnercial hberty. The law of na- 
tions muft undergo a revifion ; and 
it maf be tetrled on a general ba- 
fis of peace and honeity, inftead of 
violence and rapiie. It would in- 
deed have been glor’ ous in the Uni- 
ted States, who had given the firft 
€ xample to the world of interior 
and domefti¢ | liberty (in which they 
have now fo many imitators) to 
have been alfo the firft in afferting, 
defining, and maintaining the exte- 
rior liberty of trade, and thofe 
rules of national intertoutfe which 
inuft fitfally be reforted to, as the 
balis of a pacific fyfterh. ~ Your 
geogranical fituation as relative to 
Europe; not only called for fach a 
meafure; but would have enfure: 
its fuccefsé 


But while we tegret that fo fin- 
cular an opportunity of doing fo 
much good has been flighted and 
thrown away, it becomés us to con- 
fider how much of the error is ftill 
capable of beimg tetrievéd, and 
what will be the praper moment 
and the beft method of attempting 
ite What are the meafures that 
America ought to take, to secure 
her own liberty F establish a permas 
nent and egual independence from 
every forcion power ; Command the 
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{ 330 ) 
respect and zoin the confider nce of all 
Mankind ; and induce the commers 
cial nations to adopt 2 general plan 
of paciffie intercourse, vRich ‘will 
perpetuate itself, and better the con- 
dition of society? Jt is pol fiibte 
that thele enquiries may OE the fub- 

yeck of another let chl may 
addrels to youl, my fellow W-citizens, 
whofe intereft 1 will never ceale ta 
cherifhe Jam your brother by se 
clofe and complicated ties of bl. sod, 
of éarly fympath: es, Common dan- 
gers, and common triumphs ; ; and 
your happineis is naturally and ha- 

bituaily nearer to my heart than 

that of any other nation; though 
my gen acl philanthropy leads me 

to pity the coridition of every in- 
jured people, and to cenfure, if I 
cannot reitrain, thole who lead Yihem 
into error. 


tter 


. 


Some of you have blamed me 
for the feverity of my remai 
on the conduct of yotr exec 
it is becaufe you have m rade thes 
gods, that you are offends d with 
me Sor finding them but men 
never doubted the patriotith n of 
four principal leaders ; that is, fo 
fy ar as patriotiiin confifts in good in- 
tentions. But I doubt the patri- 
otifm of thofe who lead your lead- 
I fee immenfe fortunes made 


wtewal 


~ 


€rse 
a | e 
by your funding legiilators, out of 


the public funds which they fun- 

ied tor themielves. I fee the moft 
perf idious meafures propo fed, adop- 
ted, and periifte: i in, for hurli 1g you 
froin the exalted ftation which ena- 
koe law to 
f Europe ; and 
an as the pelican 
thole govern. 
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the governments 
for cro iching you 
wing ot t Li) le W or <y of 
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ments. I fee the treaty that con-¢ 
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minifter which happened to fprak 
ct the weffern infurrection. And 
when the indignation of France 
though excited ‘by repeated provos 
catio! n,irifes with {y inpt cOonis of € Xe 
travagant fury, and threatens 2g 
unjultifiable meafure of reve nge, I 
Sty no prudent or manly attemptg 
on your part, to allay the ftorm and 
prevent a FUptpEs ; but prevarica, 
tion about fact, is given for expla. 
Nation; and gafconade at  hoine 
keeps time with humiliation abroad. 
Fhen,comes the flood of piracy and 
piunder let looie upon your proper. 
ty ; afcene of wickednefs which ng 
Mail Can abominate more than mys 
felf, and no man has endeavored 
miore to prevent or mit irate. But 
when I trace thele denlorable ef- 
fects to their pre Lf os indubitas 

le cauies, 1 cannot confine my ane 
one al ee to this fide of t tne Ate 
lantice Though you may cboofe 
t .deiiy your | 
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the 
thele cala: ar C54 
in e them in the 
temple of tnfaliibility, fence them 
round with fedition laws, and in. 
toxicate them with addreffefs, birth 
day odes, and bacehanalian toafts, 
I fee in them fome of the frailties 
of men; and I will not join the 
chorus of adoration. 

With tefpee&t to men, I am of 
no party 1 ama republican in thee 
ory and practice; notwithftanding 
the difgrace into which that prine 
‘iple feems to be falling in Ameris 
cae I confidered it as my umaliene 
able right, as well as my indifpe: 
fable duty, to render a fervice to 
you wherever I findoccafion. And 
when fuch fervice has led me to noe 
tice what I thought wrong in tke 
adminiftration of your government, 
I have always done it; and in fuck 
a manner asi thought would be 

mi oft likely to lead toa correction 
of the abufes 
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POLITICAL ARITHMETIC, 
[sy Tuomas Coorer.] 
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SPARSA COEGI» 


HE comparative value of the 
agricultural and commercial fyt- 
tems, as objects of a ftatefman’s 
attention, begins now to be under- 
lood in France and in England, 
among thofe who have turned their 
attention to political economy.— 
“Much as this fcience has been ad- 
vanced by the difquifitions of a few 
Writers in Great Britain, we cer- 
tainly owe the fafhionable attention 
this moft important fubje& is likely 
to receive, to the labours of the 
French Economistes, a clafs of Phi- 
lofophers in the trueft acception of 
that word; but whom the conceit- 
ed and ignorant partizans of the 
prefent day, and of this enlighten- 
ed country, pretend to ridicule. 
For fuch empty declaimers this pa- 
per is not intended; but it may per- 
chance fall into the hands of fome 
readers of a different defcription, 
capable of reflection, and defirous 
of information. 

They will know how to appreci- 
ate the importance of the fubject of 
this eflay, and excufe the imperfec- 
tions of an attempt unavoidably fo 
confined, and labouring under the 
want of public dosuments, and Ev- 
ropean collections; a want, which 
every writer wifhing tobe accurate, 
moft woefully experiences 1n this 
country. Under thefe circumitan 


ces I can undertake no more than 
hints; but I know them to be of 
moment; I have long wifhed that 
the {cattered fadts of Political Eco- 


noiny afd Statiftics, young as thefe 
fciences are, were colleGed and 
compared, that we might get at the 
important inferences they afford. 

it feems determined in America, 
that we fhall be a CommerciaL 
countrys Our navy, our army, 
our loans, our increafed taxes, 
have arifen from our commerce. 
This is cried up as our moft impor- 
tant refource; as the means of riche 
es, of power, of confideration.— 
Upon this ground are our prefent 
warlike exertions triumphantly de- 
fended. I, on the contrary, ant 
firmly perfuaded, until the home 
territory of a country be accurately 
cultivated, and fully peopled—un. 
till manufactures, founded upon po- 
pulation. are in a ftate to require 
other markets to be fought—that 
foreign commerce is a lofing con- 
cern; an appropriation of capital 
in all cafes inexpedient, and in moft 
cafes detrimental to the country; 
that it has proved fo to the commer- 
mercial nations of Europe: that to 
afford it fupport by prchibitions 
and bounties, or protection by en- 
gaging in wais on account of it, 
or by manning navies n its defence, 
isegrecious folly and grofs injuftice. 
That if it cannot proteé&t itfelf, or 
be carried on without the foftering 
aid of government, it ought, like 
every other lofing fcheme, to be 
left to its own fate, without tax- 
ing the reft of the community and 
their pofterity for its fupport. That 
foreign commerce is particularly 
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inexpedient in this country, where 
there is fo much land calling aloud 
for cultivation and for capital, and 
fo deplorably managed for want of 
theie. . : 

1. Of the meaning of Commerce. 
The barter or exchange of commo- 
dities between different. perfons is 
commerce. If it be confined to the 
citizens of any .country among 
themfelves, it is. called internal 
commerce, or the home trade; if be- 
tween the citizens of one country 
and thofe of another, it is external 
commerce, ot foreign trade; if by 
means of the citizens of one coun- 
try bartering abroad the produce 
or manufactures not of ‘their own 
but of other countries, it is the 
carrying trade. Foreign trade is 
fufceptible of other diftintions un- 
neceflary to be noticed in this fketch 

2. Comparative importance of the 


Soteign trade, and home trade, in 
point ofamount. The country of 


all others moft engaged in foreign 
trade, and generally prefumed to 
owe her profperity to this fource, 
is Great-Britain. Let us fee what 
her foreign trade amounts to, come 
pared with her internal commerce. 
It appears from the firft report of 
the fele&t committee of the houle 
of commons, on the walte lands 
ordered to be printed, December 23, 
1795, that in Great Britain there 
are 73,285,628 Acres; of which 
$1,178,627 are cultivated, and 
22,107,co1uncultivated. ‘The un- 
cultivated lands are thus claffed. 
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Do. fit for planting, 3,000,006 
Do. fit for upland pafture, 14,000,000 


Do. fit for tillage, 3,¥00,000 
Do. fit for meadow, 1,000,000 
ft 

22,000,000 

ee 


Hence, between 1-3 and 1-4 of 
the ifland of Great Britain ftill re. 
mains uncultivated: The average 
produce of the cultivated lands cans 
not be eflimated at lefs than 31 
fterling per acres It is generally 
agreed that the average produce of 
wheat lands, in Great Britain, is 
not lefs than 20 bufhels per acres 
A. Young flates it at 24 for Eng: 
land. (Tour to France 341.)— 
The grofs amount of the home 
trade, in the article of agriculture, 
is therefore about 150 millions 
fterling, annually. I forbear to 
calculate the amount of the trade 
of home corfumption ift wood, in 
minerals and manufactures; I have 
not documents enough ; but it can 
hardly (in that plentiful and luxus 
rious country) be lefs than half the 
value of the agricultural produce. 

Such is the amount of her inter 
nal commerce, while at the time 
of Great Britain’s utmoft profperi- 


ty, immediately preceding the pres’ 


fent war, the gross amount of ber 
exports never: reached 23 millions 
sterling,* carrying trade included. 
I know the objections to the accu- 
racy of cuftom-houfe entries, but 
they are the beft evidence we have 
—and an error of a million or two, 


Acrese will make no differeace in the pre- 
Lands ineapable of {ent reafoning. 
improvement, ¥,090,000 The landed produce above mens 
——2D +e 
NOTE. 


* I suspect the increase of late 
years, bas been rather an increase of 
nominal value, than of quantity or 


real value. Perbaps if the exports 


were checked by the tonnage, if 
might throw some light on this ; but 
not if the manufactures were of Sis 
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tioned, is confumed by the neceffa- 
ry food of about 11 millions of peo- 
ple, including failors: by the wafte 
of the luxurious,. the armies, the 
navies, the cattle, the horfes of that 
natione Prodigious as this amount 
feems to be, it is many years fince 
Great Britain has been able to fup- 
lyt her own confumption of grain. 
fa very {mall portion of the capi- 
tal,,expended in commerce and co- 
lonizing, had been applied to the 
third part of the kingdom now in 
wafte, it would have yielded a pro- 
duce equal to the whole amount of 
her export trade, and maintained 
amillion of people more. 
Next to Great Britain, France, 
of all the European powers, has the 
reateft proportion of foreign trade. 
hat kingdom, before the prefent 
war, was calculated to contain 
131,722,711} acres. I fufpedct this 
tobe too much, but let it be taken 
at 130 millions, exclufive of roads 
&c. The wheat lands of France 
produce 18 bufhels on an average, 
but of inferior grain to England, 
fo that the proportion 1s about 25 
to 18|| in favour of the latter coun- 
try. The value per acre of the 
grofs produce of the lands of France 
is 35S which brings the agricultu- 
tal produce of that country to 
227 1-2 million fterling, J] have no 
means of eftimating the amount of 


( ag } 


manufa€iures raifed and confumed 
within the kingdom, ‘ 
M. Arnould in his Balance du 
Commerce * flates the average exe 
ports ef France, from 1784 to 1788, 
at 354,423,000 liv. or about 151-2 
millions fterling: in the year 1788 
the exports of Great Britain were 
about 17 1-2 million. Can the prof- 
perity and power of thefe kingdoms 
be owing to the merchants’ gain, 
the 15 per cent. on thefe infignifi- 
cant fums? Ought we not rather 
to look for it in the excefs of induf- 
try over expenditure in the 200 
millions of home trade? Efpecially 
when it is confidered, that juft be- 
fore the prefent war, the taxes of 
Great Britain (exclufive of roads 
and poor rate) amounted to near 20, 
and of France to 25 millions? 
Weare furprized too at the ex- 
ertions of Great Britain, at the 
expences fhe fupports, at the near 
ly balanced power of that country 
and France, though the one con 
tained 26 millions of people, while 
the other including the population 
of Ireland, contained but about 13 
or 14. But we fhall ceafe to won- 
der when we confider, that if we 
add to the agricultural produce of 
Great Britain 4ose an acre for 
26,000,000 of acres in Ireland, 
the grofs amount of the internal 
and external commerce of the twe 


aD $ Grp 


NOTESe 


t See the report of the lords of 
the committee of council ‘or trade 
end plantations, March, 1790, who 
State the annual import for 18 years 
to 1788, to be {. 291,000. The 
report of the committee of the board 
of agriculture in 1795, state the a- 
Yerage quantity imported (beyond 
the export) for 18 years Fane $; 





1789, at 42,657 quarters (8 bushe 
els to a quarter) of wheat, and 
284,175 quarters of oats. France 
is or was innearly the same situge 
tion. 

$ Young’s tour to France, ty 2820 

|| Ibid, 341. 

* Ibid, 498-6 
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nations will be ahout the fame.— 
But how is it that roo millions of 
acres in Great Britain and Ireland 
fhould be as profitable as 130 in 
France? Becaufe the farmer cf 
En-land employs at leaft double 
the capital in his bufinefs, and the 
landlord in permanent improve- 
ments as much as the farmer.— 
Young does not exaggerate when. 
he calculates (not the farming which 
would be much more) but the far- 
mer’s capital in Great Britain and 
Ireland at 275 millions, and in 
France at 262.t Here lies the fe- 
cret of ro buflicls of wheat in A- 
merica, 18 in France, and 24 in 
England.: Yet are we extolling, 
encouraging and protecting foreign 
commerce. eee ~. 
But let us turn our eyes to the 
produce of our own country. © Our 
prefent population will not be deem- 
ed exaggerated at 4 12° million. 
Suppofe 5 acres per head cleared; a 
proportion not too large; for I 
know, by repeated calculations, that 
in*the average farming ‘of this 
country, it takes at leaft 3 acres to 
fupply the food of a labouring man 
here. There -willf then be 22 1-2 
million of acres in cultivation.— 
Suppofe the produce equal to the 
value of ten bufhels of wheat, or 
§0si'currency, of 308. fterling ? the 
gross produce will be 33 -4-4 mil- 
lion fterling. 
of wood lands, in the pafturage of 
cows and horfes, in timber and in 
cord: wood, a dollar per head per 
annum: this will. make about a 
million fterling more. © Add. for 
home manufactures, brewers, dif- 
tillers, carpenters, joiners, fmiths, 
weavers, taylors, fhoe-ma™ ers, iron- 
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Add for the produce. 


works, &c. &c. 2 dollars per head 
more, and the aggregate will bd 
about 37 millions and an half fters 
ling, as the grofs amount of the ine 
ternal commerce of this country. + 
The laft report of the grofs a. 
mount of foreign trade (our “exe 
ports) was 61 millions of dollars # 
of which 33 millions:was the’ pros 
duce of other nations; our own fo- 
reion trade therefore confifted of 
28 millions of dollarsy or about 
6 1-4 million fterling only! — 
Hence’ it appears that in En. 
gland, France and ‘America, the. 
grofs amount of the home trade ig 
prodigioufly greater than the fe 
reign trade. ‘The latter is theres 
fore an object’ of trifling impors 
tance, when compared with’ the, 
formers * | 
3. The capital employed in the 
home trade is much more -veneficial 
ta the country than the capital ems! 
ployed in the foreign trade. *~' «4 
‘Ifa merchant employ roool. ia 
purchafing and exporting the pro- 
duce of this country, and importing 
m return the produce of another, 
all the gain’ to himielf and to this 
country will be the profit he makes, 
upon the capital’ thus employed :: 
the produce purchafed ‘and exchan-. 
ged is the fruit of a home capital in 
each country previoufly expended, 
Bat ifthe roool. were laid out iv 
agriculture for inftance, or in rai 
fing any article of ‘home manufac- 
ture, the grofs’ preduce, the whole 
refult, is gain to the country : it 
is an acceffion of valuable produce 
within the country to the amount 
of its value. Whatever. may be 
done mith 1506 pounds worth of 
wheat raifed in the country, its 


« 


-——— 


NOTE. 
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e fo much valuable produce be- 
enging to ite The whole capital 
thus productively expended is gain 
to the community. The whole of 
the fpur' to induftry is at home: 
whereas the capital of the merchant, 
s beneficial direCtly to himfelf a- 
Jone, and indirectly ‘is as” much 
4 fpur, a ftimulous to induftry in the 


_ foreign as in the native country. © 
, Hence, if the profit of the mer- 


chant and farmer be the fame, 20 
percent. for infiance, rocol. em- 
ployed by a merchant is gain to the 
country to the amount of the mer- 
chant’s gains, or 2001: but 1oool. 
employed by a farmer's gatn to Sim 
of 200l. and to the nation of 1200!. 
for there exifts 1200l’s worth of 
real wealth; of valuable produce, 
more-than before. \I beg my rea- 
ders torefle&t upon this very impor- 
tant view of the relative values of 
the two fyfiems.:- — - warn! 
.. 4¢ That the lands of this country 
stand particularly in need of capi- 
Bale 

This cannot be doubted. The 
fmallnefs of thé produce, compa- 
red with Europe, is moft difgrace- 
ful to America- It certainly is 
hot half the produce of England, 
if it be above half that of France. 
I have not room'to enter into ‘de- 
tails, but Irefer to Arthur Young 
(Tour 343,431) for the reafonings 
that fhew the greater produce of 
land in England over France, to be 
owing almoft, if not entirely, to 
the greater capital employed in En- 
glifh agriculture. . But while a 
produce rent—the fyftem of Me: 
tayers exifts here, it is impoflible 
land-can yield one half of what it 
eught. : EP cannot. dilate upon this 
article important at it ise I beg 
my reader to think -on the fubjed, 
and perufe with attention the paf- 
fages I have referred tos 
s+ The capital ef the foreign 
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trade is more precartous than ti at 


employed in the Lome trade. Pree 
carious from the hazard of florms, 
the hazard of war, the hazard of 
failure of a debtor at a great dii- 
tance and under foreign jurifdice 
tion. The very idea of isforance 
Companies is coinmercial. Hence, 
if the fame capital could be em. 
ployed to equal profit, national and 
individual, at home, it were better 
{fo employed than abroad. 

6. The capital employed in the 
home trade circulates twice cr ibrice; 
while a capital in the forctgn trade 
circulates at home but once. Re- 
fle upon the travels, if i may fo 
call them, of + capital employed at 
bome. ft. It goes from the home 
merchant to the home producer 
(whether agriculturift or mannfac- 
turer.) 2dly. From the confumer 
or purchafer to the home merchant, 
and fo on. In the fore‘en trace 
the capital goes, rft. into the hancs 
of the home producer, and thus far 
is a ftimulous to induftry at home. 
2dly. It is entrufted in the form of 
produce to the captain or fupercar- 
go, who, 3dly. delivers it to the 
foreign merchant. He of courfe 
demands a credit‘ equivalent to the 
time neceflary for the return of his 
own capital at home into his hands. 
athly. Fromthe foreign merchant 
it paffes to the foreign purchafer or 
confumer who pays for ite 5thiv. 
The foreign merchantagain invet's 
it with the foreign producer. 
6thly. The produce thus purchaied 
is entrufted on board fhip, whence, 
¥thly, it gets into the hand of the 
home merchant, who, 8thly, fellsit 
and gets his capital again from the 
home ccnfumer, to be again fube 
jeted to the fame routine. 

Adam Smith (Wealth of Nae 
tions, Book II. Ch. 5.) has ftated 
this cafe generally, and M. Hee 
renfchwand (Difc. fur-le Commerce 
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exterieur, p- 6) more particularly : 
My flatement is fomewhat differ- 
ent : I refer to thefe authors ; no 
man ought to pretend to be a le- 
giflator im the prefent day, who is 
not well read im both of them.— 
Hence it is evident, that the fame 
capital putsin force two or three 
times the induftry at home, when 
employed in the home trade, that it 
does when employed in the foreign 
trade. In the latter cafe its effed 
is equally divided between the two 
countries. 

7. That the capital embarked in 
the carrying trade is of no use ina 
national point of view. For it is 
employed to promote the induftry 
of foreign countries. If Mr. Aw 
merica purchafes the coffee of 
Monfr. St. Domingo, and then in- 
velts it in the Sherry of Sigror 
Spain, it is clear he gives encour- 
agemerttoSt. Domingo and Spain: 
and if the wine of Spain be brought 
here, he gains at the expence. of 
the Americans alone ; out of their 
pockets the whole of his profits 
comee. In the foreign trade of 
confumption, half the merchant's 
gains are from the foreign, and 
half from the home confumer.— 
As to the employment of feamen, 
it is a detriment and no benefit to 
the country ; at leaft to a country 
like ours of {canty population. 

8. The merchant, andall the peo- 
ple directly employed by bim, rank 
among the unproductive classes of 
society. The farmer, the wood- 





POLITICAL ARITHMETIC, 


cutter, the miner, (and perhapsfJ 
the manufacturer, employs his cape 
ital and labour in- producing real 
riches, fome commodity of value ; 
the merchant, the agent, the face 
tor, the retailer, the clerk, the cap. 
tain, the feaman, are employed in 
arranging, afforting, tran{porting, 
dividing, what has been already 
produced by the capital and labour 
of otherse If produce be (as it 
clearly is) the real, the only richeg 
of a country, we ought to aim at - 
increafing it ; and encourage (if 
the fyftem of encouragement Ge 
adopted -at all) the employments 
that are productive, rather than 
thofe that are not fo. Jam aware 
of the objection, where fhall we 
finda market? It cannot apply to 
a young country like ours, toa 
country of {canty population, to a 
country whofe produce confifts of 
the necessaries of life. But I fhall 
notice it again. | 

g- Sailors, the favorites of the 
populace, and the boast of the pare 
tizans of expensive governments, 
are doubly unproductive. I except 
the fifheries: there they are pros 
dutively employed. But I fpeak 
of our foreign trade; that is my 
fubjet. What doesa failor add 
to the produce of his country? His 
fole employ is to tranfport it from 
one country to another : in deing 
this he confumes indeed the pro- 
duce of hisown and of other coune 
tries, but he produces none. He 
is {till farther unprodudive ; he 


ae? ¢ Geo 


NOTEs 


$t The Economistes say, manu- 
factures are not, A. Smith contends 
that they are, a productive class: 
See bis Wealth of Nations, iv. Chap. 
Qe Tbe respectadie author of the 





“* Essential principles of the Wealta 
of Nations,” (published for Becket, 
London ) coincides with the French 
writers. See L’ordre essentielle 
des Societe politiques, iis p. 4020 
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-€ontributes little or nothing to 


population ; he can..o¢ marry with 
prudence or convenience. Nor are 
his earnings {pent in his own coun- 
try; much of what an American 
failor réceives at home is fpent a- 


‘proad: he is at leaft half a foreign- 


er. Indeed a failot can hardly be 
faid to belong to any nation, nor 
will a country whofe government 
has not a tendency to commercial 
wars, increafe them if it can be 
avoided. 

1o. Nor is it a flight obje&ion, 
that while by the peaceful produ&ts 
of agriculture, gains can be made 
but flowly, gradually, and by the 
regular exertions’ of habitual, 
wholefome induftry, the commer- 
cial fpeculator often get: rich by 
accident, by unfair venturing, by 
fudden exertions. Wealth thus 
fuddenly obtained is in many re- 
fpects detrimental to the communi- 
ty. It operates as a lottery: it 
tempts capital into trade beyond 
prudent bounds: it entices to un- 
juftifiable boldnefs : it introduces 
oftentation, luxury and pride, and 
manners out of harmony with re- 
publican principles. 

11. The merchant is of no coun- 
iry.* His’ conne&tions extend to 
all’: his property is moveable, tranf- 
portable. The home trader is fix- 
ed: he has his all at it2ke in the 
country he lives in: he has no in- 
tereft out of it. Therefore the 
one can, and the other cannot, be 
depended on as a good cicizen.— 
The merchant cares not, if for his 
private gain he involve the couns 
try in difpute ; his increafed ex- 
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pences aré laid upon the price of 
the commodities he imports; the 
confumer at home repays him. 
The farmer, the manufa€tarer, &c. 
have neither the temptation, the 
means, nor the opportunity, of dos 
lig national miichiefs Let the 
reader refle&t 6n the cover our pro- 
fc fled netitrality has afforded for 
lilicit trade, for jealoufy, for com. 
plaint, for attack. 

12. The merchant bas an inte. 
rest opposed to the interest of the 
ecnsumer. The merchants form a 
fmall clafs: the coifumers form 
the nation.” It has been obferved 
before, that the merchant’s gains 
come out of the coinfumer’s pocket. 
It is his intéreft to miake them as 
large as he can; it is the interefi 
of the nation to make them as fmall 
as is confiftent with juftice. The 
merchant living by trade, cares not 
at what expence to the confumer 
(i. es to the nation) that trade is 
fupported. It is his iritereft, his 
bulifiefs, to magnify its impor- 
tance ; toobtain proteétion for it 
though af ten times its value to the 
nation ; to fupport every fcheme 
of revenue, to engage government 
on his fide. Isiotall this evident? 
Have we experienced nothing’ of 
this ? 

13. 2 be most flourishing, pope 
lous and best cultivated parts of Eu- 
rope are not maritime or commer. 
cial. Lexcept Holland, which can 
hardly be called a‘ country ; it isa 
city of merchants ; driven into the 
fyftem of foreign commerce, and 
the carrying trade, by their mari- 
time, fituation and the {mall extent 
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NOTE. 


* See the observations of Mercier | societes politiques, vol. 2, fp. 3108 


@e la Rivere; Pordré essentielle des | and Adam Smith; vol. iis pe 54. 
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of landed territory they poffefs: .I 
feleA the following, from Dr. 
J2ncfon’s Political _Geography, 
wach I think, upon the whole, is 
Move accurate than Zimmerman’s. 
Maritime & Inhabitants up- 
Colorizing on one square 
_ nations. SREP ot 
Great Britain, - - + + 119* 
Great Britain & Ireland, - 4211 








Engtind & Wales, - - - L5of 
Irclaid, - - - = © = 109 

Sc ytland, ot Se 2 59 

r “ANCE; -_ = = = =) = 157 
Se toe te rk ns ae 

Portugal, SN 72 

m 6 nj ty a, a 14 

Dp | ET ke 13. 

Rufiain Europe, - -- 2, 17 

« of little Inbaditants 

Gr no fore per square 


nile. 
any, - 135 


COREMEr CL. 


The whole of C 


Palatinate of tne Rinne 

with Bavaria, ‘ #34 
EleQorate of Saxcny, -. - 4190 
The French acqgu fitions 

on the left bank of the 200] 


Rhine fince the war, 
Piedmont, - = - + = 3240 
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The Pape’s State. .- 160. 
Republic of Venices. . i, 30 Se 
. To which it will not be unfair t¢ 
add the empire of China, with ne 
foreign trade, but permitting every 
nation, on payment, of duties, to 
fetch away her Somme leet 333 
per fquare mile. .To fay nothing 
of the inland country of India, e. 
qually populous by. the cultivation 
of the earth and internal manufac. 
ture. .. | ' 
I may affert farther, as a known 
fact to European travellers or rea- 
ders of travels, that the public mo- 
numents of art and apparent wealth 
of the uncommercial table is far be- 
yond the other. 
_.14¢ That commerce bas never 
paid the interest of the expensive 
wars it bas induced: and that to 
commerce ig naw owing the funding 
system. It is ufelefs to examine this 
queftion by the example of many of 
the maritime countries of Europe; 
the inferences which the facts of 
Great Britain will furnifh, are 
enough: ex uno disce omnes. I have 
before obferved,thatI am fully aware: 
that all tables of export and import 
are inaccurate, varying according 


The Milanefe, and2 » tothe motives of the merchant ir 
240 “os ‘ - é ' 
Aultriaa Lialy, giving in his valuation. But the 
. : a : 
NOTES¢ 


© Zimmermatte 


+ This is far too great, being 


ealculated ona surface of 79,712 


sjuare miles, whereas the report of 


she commit:ee of waste lands, before 
quoted, make a surface of 114,500 
SYUaTE MICS. 


¢ This also is too bigh an esti- 
mate, being calculated on a surface 
4 1573924 square miles, whereas 
feckar’s account, adopted by Young, 


on much consideration, gives 
295,816sqguare miles. | 

ii Tbis is lower than the estimate 
in the Aurora of Fune3, 1798, 
which I suspect tobe taken from the 
Statistical Tables published at Ber- 
liny and added to Dornfords trans- 
lation of Putter. But I bave not 


| now that work by me. 
* Irefer to Young's account of 
Italy generally, end recommend @ 





| careful perusal of its 
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. War “of 1739, 


‘Pimokt fuppofeable inaccuracy will 


not afe& my general conclufions. 
It will not be neceflary to go far 
ther back than the two laft reigns. 

Sir John Sinclair, in his hifory 
ef the public revenue (it. 9¢) fates 
the expence of the commercial wars 
during thefe two reigns, as follows: 
= £- 46,418, 689 
War of 1756, - et 927 1,996 
American War, - 39,171,876 


Ruffian armament 


(this armament, 
_ however, coft at: 
leaft £ 500,000.) 
Vote of Credit al 
the Spanifh site. | 
ment, 1,000,000 
which coft fome- 
What more than 


311,385 


2,000,000 


l. 299517 735 946 
300 ‘tmaillions had been in- 








Tf this 


‘¥vefted in Setatltate it would have 


conftituted a fixed, a permanent 
ftock of real wealth, that would 
have gradual improved, and have 
doubled-the produce of Great Bri- 
tain. Then indeed a foftered Iy- 
ftem of foreign commerce might 
have been juftifiable. At prefent 
this immenfe fum is totally loft, 
wafted, annihilated. Suppofe how- 
ever that the lofs were merely the 
éommon irntereft of money; this, 
at 5 per cent. (and the average of 
loans is not lefs) would be fifteen 
million fterling per annum, 

The average expence of the na- 
vy, in time of peace, has been of 
late years about 2 millions:. is it 
Bofair to fay that 1 million at leaft 
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is made neceflary by foreign coms 
merce, and the other Tor home de- 
fence? . 

The expence of forces in the plans 
tations and Gibraltar—African 
forts—-the civil efiablifhments of 
Canada and other colofies in the 
Weft Indies and Britith An rican 
charge for loyaliit Letulers in Upper 
Eanada, and other articles sppers 
taining to foreicn commerce, a- 
mount to about £. 400,000 pér ane 
nim. I calculate nothing for the 
expence of building of thips, for 
the ftorehoutes, the fortifications 
of G.braltar, &e. &ee* Call that 
400,000 halt a milhon, then dees 
Great Britain pay for her foreion 
trade 16 1-2 millions annually, bes 
fides the annihilation of 306 milli« 
ons of capital!_-while the profit 
upon that foreign trade, at 15 per 
cent. (which i know the mercans 
tile profit of that country does not 
exceed) brings in but about 3 1-z 
millions. 

I have faid nothing relpe ing the 
Eaft Indies; let the expences. of 
peace, ahd the expences of des 
fente be confidered -as compens 
fated by the 3 millions of territoriak 
revenue faid to be derived from 
thence. 

Is thisa fyftem of infatuation or 
not? And are we, or are we net 
running®on in the fame career of 
abiurd, incalculable extravagance? 

Much indeed of this expence has 
been owing te the fyftem of coloni- 
zation; but colonization is the imme 
diate offspring of foreign commerces 
I am decidedly convinced that colo 
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* Ihave takén the preceding cal- 
aulations from the * Supplies’ in 


Bc. Annual Registers, for belf a 


dozen years preceding the preset 
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nies are mill-ftones round the neck 
of every European nation who has 
foftered them ; the very worft part 
of the fyftem of commerce.t And 
1 am forry to fay that much of the 
calculations which demonttrate 
this, are applicable to the condu& 
of the United States, in their mode 
of peopling the wild«rnefs of Ame- 
ricae After. the preceding facts, 
who.can hefitate to allow; that if 
the funding fyftem had net ‘ts ori- 
gin, it has had its permanence in 
the fyftem of foreign commerce.—— 
T fhall not attempt to prove that 


thus funding fyitem, though flowly, 


is certainly deftructive of the prof- 
prity of a nation; that it excites 
to war; that it renders a governs 
ment carelefs and extravagant ; 
that it encourages fpeculation ; 
that it locks up pro ‘uctive capital: 
that it is manifeft injuftice to pof- 
terity, &c. I refer the reader to 
the works of A. Smith and A. 
. Young on the one fide, and De Ca- 
Faux on the other; nor will he find 
his leifure 111 employed by perufing 
Dr. Logan’s publication in this 
Country, containing a concife but 
jut view of the more prominent 
evils of this fyftem. 

15+ Tbe modern system of foreign 
eommerce, is not only expensive be- 
yond ail calculat on of its profi:s, 
but it bas proved one of the most 
productive sources of buman m sery. 
Are the wars it has occafioned {uf- 
ficient to demonftrate this? If not, 
turn your eyes to the conduct of 
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he Spanifh in South Americasuth¢ 
Portuguefe in Africa—the Britith 
and the Dutch in the Eaft Indies— 
to the flave trade, that difgrace to’ 
humanity ; and then fay if this pros 
polition needs farther proof. : 

What then are we to do? to 
prohibit commerce ? to refufe pros 
teciion to our Citizens engaged in 
lawful occupations? are not our 
merchants as much entitled to de. 
fence as any other clafs? Now— 
Prohibiting nothing, but protect 
no {peculation, no inveftment of 
capital at an expence beyond its 
national value. It wars are necefs 
farily attendant upon commerce, it 
is tar wifer to difpenfe with it; to 
tmitate the Chinefe and other na. 
tions who have flourifhed without 
foreign trade : your commodities, 
the nations who wdnt them will 
fetch away: If they will go te 
China for tea-cups, they will come 
to America for bread. But if your 
merchants chuse this mode of ine 
vefling their capital, do not forbid 
them : let them do it like other ade 
venturers, at theirown rifk : while 
it is profitable, let them carry it 
on, but fhould the quarrels of othe 
er nations render it unprofitable, 
do not bolfter it up by the bounty 
of protection, at the expence of 
every other clafs of the communi- 
ty- If a cotton fpinner, or any 
other manufacturer, fhould apply 
for a bounty to enable him to carry 
on his trade, would it not be fais 
to fay, if it is profitable you 
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NOTEe 


+ Let any man peruse Anderson's 
Interest of Great Britain witb re- 
gardto ber colonies, considered— 
the observations of De Casaux and 


Tucker upon the same subject, aud | 





| the remarks interspersed through 


the very valuable writings of that 
bigoted Anti-democrat, A. Youngy 
and bis mind will b¢ made up of 
this questigte 
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geed none: if not, employ your 
money and your time in fomething 
that iss Why rot fay the fame 
to the merchants. 

If any profeffion is to he fofter- 
ed, let it be the tiller of the earth, 
the fountain head of all wealth. and 
all power, and all profperity. Im- 
prove your roads, clear your rivers, 


_cut your canals, ere&t your bridges, 


facilitate intercourfes, eftablith 
fchools and colleges, diffufe knowe 
ledge of all kinds; agricultural, 
veterinary, ftatiftical. No fear but 
if you raife produce and people, 


= 0 ITI ONO 


QUESTIONS. ( rar ) 


they will find their market. It 
will foon be difcovered what arti- 
cles are wanted, what are the moft 
profitable, and fuch will be fuppli« 
ed. On this fimple plan of bome 
defence, how is war potlible ? Who 
would, or who could invade you ? 
But on the fyitem of foreign com- 
merce, a fmuggling merchant may 
involve you in difpute. and render 
peace and happinefs in'ecure : on 
that fyftem, fooner or later, war, 
taxes, debts, and defpotiim are in- 


. evitable. 


T. C. 
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POLIVICAL QUESTIONS, 


Seriously addressed to the consideration of the im‘tator and admirers of 
Sefries, once the tyrant of the English benche 


ae 3s ED 3 


IF Mr. Jefferfon fhould fucceed 
in the next prefidential election, 
and the chance is in his favor, it 
will become his duty to nominate 
candidates for fome of the moftim- 
portant offices under the federal 
government. Andif Mr. Ellfworth, 
who is our prefent chief juftice, 
fhould be removed from that office 
by impeachment or death, or like 
his predeceffor, Mr. Jay, be eleGted 
governor of his native ftate, which 
latter cafe I do not think as proba- 
ble as either of the former; in cafe 
of thefe events, 

it. Is it probable that Mr. Jef- 
ferfon, in fearching for a fuitable 
perfon to fill that office, would caft 
his eyes upon a man, who had de- 
{cended from a very dignified ft:- 
tion, to become the pack-borse for 
conveying fedition ; who had he- 
come the bearer of a book from 
Baltimore to Richmond, with marks 
and notes defignating the offeufive 


paffages, which he contrived to lay 
before tne «rind inguelt, thus be 


coming a voluntary (nformer, and 
willing tool of defpotifm, a ciarace 
ter that has been un:torinly bei lia 
utter detettation by all vood men, 
fince the commencement o! civil 


inftitutions ? 


2d. Would he fele& for that of- 


fice a judge, who had rendered hime > 


felfodious, and de fpifed bv his come 
tumely andd altardly conduci, » /¢n 
fhielied by the clo-k of jucival 
author ty from jut chaftfcementy 
for p rf nal ab: fe? 

2d. Or is it probable that Mre 
J fic:fon would d fzrace himfelfy 
or continue to dfprace the uhicn 
by elevating a notorious traitor 3 
a man who. wh.le he was a m-mber 
of congrefs during the revolutiona- 
ry war, betrayed vitate fecret, toa 
flour {pecul ‘tor, and became a parte 
ner inthe monopoly f that artele, 
thereby enriciung himlfat wc Ck. 


or 
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pence of the nation, the difadvan- 
tage of his fellow-citizens, and the 
facrifice of his honor and integrity. 
— ath. Can it be prerare od that a 
man would be preferred to that of- 
fice, whole ambition to obtain a 
feat in Conerefs had led him to the 
d ‘honorable alternative of colle&- 
ing a wang ot fa:lors at the place of 
election, and qualifying them to 
vote by veiling them with momen. 

tary pofietlon ‘of the legal fum of 
property ; thus hy pafling his own 
gonl watch from handto hand,con- 
veyine the elective right toa fuih- 
q.ent number of vagabonds to en- 
io fure him the feat which he did not 
fail to dith M1Gre 


=the Who will dare 
4 . . 
upon the purity and the underfian- 
ding of Mr. J-if rfon, fo much as 
to fuppole that he would even con- 
tion of a man 


tempiate the nomina 
a 
who, while in London, fuffered his 
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thirit tor rank (of which he is {till 
it tenscious) and his defire of wealth, 
{> o cloud his judgment and fafci- 
: nete his underftanding, that while 


he ; imagined he wasengrafting him- 
felf intoa rich branchot fome noble 

faa‘ly, he was really 
the marriage ccremony 


performine 
with a calt 
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off miftrefs of the Prince of Wales: 
and who, when he difeovered that 
he had been duped to become the 
{cavenger of a royal feraglio, pe rs 
fidiouily left his lawful wife a vic. 
tim to pr ide and ambition. 
6th. Can it be furprifing thata 
mano: fthe abov redefcription, fhould 
in his youth, as a preface to his fue 
ture exploits, have been guil‘y of 
Stealing aCow! and fo to disfig- 
ure her, by painting and docking, 
as to eluce deteCtion; and is it pofs 
fible that fuch a man can have the 
leaft hopes of arriving at the pina. 
cle of our ie idiciary department? 
sth. In fhort, can it for a moe 
ment be fuppofed that Mr. Jeffer. 
fon could be led to fele& for that 
office a man whofe intelligence and 
incderftanding are feldom furpaff: ay 
and which are only equalled by his 
malignity and his meannefs ; who 
owes hiselevation to his! intrigue— 
his riches to his treachery ; whefe 
private villainy is only furpaffed by 
his public int quity, whofe every ac- 
Guirement of the head, is ob fcured 
by the depravity of his heart—and 
who is calculated to chace the lat 
fpark of liberty from his devo ted 
country. 
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24th year of the Republic. 


and young men were advifed not te 
enlift into ite Whether the ad- 
vice had the defired effeA or not, it 
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4 
@nthe 13th of April laft, Charles 
: Holt, E lito of the Bee, of New- 
: London, Connecticut, was tried for 
; Sedition. He had. in the ordina- 


ry courfe of his bufinefs, publithed 





ile }) a communication wherein the mer- 
t ¢enary army for which we pay a- 

| bo ut 4190050 oo of dollars per an- 
num, wis cal } led a siana.ng (a? “ULV, 
Hai 

r ; : 

i jis 

sit 

of 

: , . 

‘Hat 

d . 


is impoffible to determine, but the 
refult of the recruiting fervice in 
that ftateis fuch as muft be pleafing 
to every friend of liberty and mo- 
ralitve The advocatesof the army 
their 


were extremely chagrined; 
¢ 
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genzeance fell on the Editor of the 
BEE. On the trial, the attorney 
for the diftrit contended that our 
army was not a standing but a pro- 
visional one; Mr. Holt was ‘ad- 
judged to fufter three months im- 
prfonment, and pay two hundred 
dollars as a fine. We may fearch 
in vain through the hiftory of other 
civilized nations, for a parallel to 
this enormous injuftice 5 we may 
then turn with dilgrace to ourown 
hiftory,—the ann: als of the twer ty- 

third year of our independence re- 
cordthe cafe. The principal accu- 
fation againft the firft victim of the 
Sedition law, (that fanguinary in- 
ftrument of a corrupt faction, who, 
contcious of the guilt of their con- 
duct, dread its inveftigation,) was 
the writing of a letter, previous to 
the enaCiing of that law, in which 
he faid, 

‘As to the executive, when I 
fall fee the efforts of that power 
bent on the promotion of the com- 
fort, the happinefs, and accommo- 
dation of the people, that execu- 
tive fhall have my Zealous and uni- 
form fupport : But when I fhall on 
the part of the executive, fee eve- 
ry confideration of the public wel- 
fare fwallowed up in a continual 
grafp for power, in an unbounded 
thirft for ridiculous pomp, foolifh 
adulation, and felfifh, avarice; 
when I fhall behold men of real 
merit daily turned out of office, 
for no other caule but inde penden- 
cy of fentiment; when I fhall fee 
men of firmnefs, merit, years, abil- 
ities, and experience, difcarded 
their applications for oflice, forfear 
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they poffefs that iridependence, and 
men of meannefs preferred, for the 
eafe with which they take up and 
advocate opinions, the confequence 
of which they know but little of— 
when I fhall fee the facred name 
religion employed as a flate eng ne, 
to make mankind hate and pe erfee 
cute one another, I fhall not be 
the r humble advocate.” 

What could be more harmlefs ? 
the writer was adjudged te futler 
4 moaths imprifoniment, and pay a 
fine of 1oco dollars; and it was 
complied with. Fiiceen hundred of 
his fellow-citizens, without his re- 
queft, petitioned Mr. Adams, firft 
fervant of. the conflitution, and a- 
gent of the laws, for a remifiion of 
the fentence ;——but malice had v- 
furped the feat of mercy, Tibevius 
the 3d Emperor of Rome, in an- 
{wer to fatire and calumny, faid, 
“ina free state, men's thoughts 
and tonzues ought to be free,’’ and 
yet we are told he was a detefta 
tyrant. What picture would the 
fame hiftorians draw of the admini- 
ftration of John Adams? Thom+s 
Cooper, a gentleman of eminent 
talents was likewife arratened uns 
der the Sedition Law, at the lit 
{feMion of the federal diftri@ court 
in Pennfylvania. To retute a cae 
lumny propagated arainit him by 
men who withed to have him tho't 
as bafe as themfelves, he was Ica to 
notice a number of difgraceful and 
unconilitutional meatures of the 
gover nment.* They accuted him 
of mean'y foliciting the favor of 
Mr. Adams; he fhews that his ap- 
plication was perfectly benorable ; 
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* Mr. “Cooper's offence arainst | No. of the Magazine. See Page 


Power is pudl lished in full i in the 3d | 2506 
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ani that it was made before t'e 
Prefident had rendered himfelf ob- 
noxious to his fellow-citizens, and 
deipifed by foreign powerse Mr. 
Cooper’s offence me be found to be 
nothing more than plainly telling 
the truth. ‘The fricnds of orde-, 
having all the machines of govern- 
ment in their owa hands, can even 
controul what ougdt to be courts of 
juttice, and make them punifh for 
{pe aking the truth as well as falle- 
hood; they profefs to make every 
exertion to eftablifh order, they 
mean flavery-—upon a fure bafis; 
* when an ul urper,” fays Montef- 
guieu, “ feizes the government of 
* a tree ftate, he calls every thing 
** order, which tends to fecure the 
+ patharity in the handsof a fingle 
«¢ perfon; and whatever Is favora- 
ble to the liberty of the fubjed, 
“ goes by the name of confution, 
66 diSention and anarchy.” Au- 
guftus eftablifhed order in Rome ; 
Adams wifhes to eftablifh order in 
the United States. It is extreme- 
ly furpriling that men who have 
themfelves been perfecuted for 
their principles—-who have feen fo 
many examples of the force of 
truth, and the futility of attempts 
to check its _progrefs fheuld be- 
come fo intoxicated with * a little 
brief authority,” as to lofe all re- 
flection, forget their philolophy, 
and fet to work upon the principle 
of the inqui ifition, and torture, of 
fire and fagvot, pretcribe, as 
with a pair of compafles, bounds 
for the free and incoercible mind 
of man. Perfecution has uniform. 
ly tended to promote the caufe which 
it has ~— to deprefs. Gallileo 
ventured to affert that the earth 
moved, and Pe {un ftood ftill ; this 

was fedition in them days, and he 
was imprifoned for the heritical af- 
fertion; but truth could not be 
continued, and his hypothelis was 
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ceneral'y acknowledged. Cooper 
has propagated the principles of |i, 
berty ; he has dared to aifert the 
truth ; he is featenced to fuiter tix 
Moatiis impritonment, and to paya 
fine of four hundred dollars 5 yet 
liberty aud tiuth are daily flathing 
with addition | luitre in the face of 
a whole people. Thefe letlons 
ought to teich defpots that the 
ztherial mind cannot be controuled 


——ID : ¢> :/ ax 


IN the feffion of the legiflature 
of the {tate of New York, in the 
winter of ’98 and ’99, a communi 
cation was laid betore the lower 
houte, from the governor of Mat. 
fachuietts, encioling a propolition 
furan amendment to the Federal 
Conflitution, the object of which was 
to render incligible to a icat in the 
Senate or Houte of Reoreientatives 
ali foreigners who were not refi 
dents in this country antecedent to 
the declaration of independences 
It was very well known, and ac. 
knowledged, even by feme of its 
fu) pporters, that the vropofition was 
detign-dto exciude Albert Gallatin 
from a feat:n Conyrets; it wasy 


neverthelefs warmly fupported bya 


party in the Houle of R prefenta- 
tives ; but hone tly trrumphid over 
intrigue— he crick was too weil 
underitood, it was worthy of its aue 
thors only ——.t was rejected by a 
majori y of 32 VOLES. This was 
hut a politive. but a collateral 
proof, that the inajority of that 
body wee republicans; it is true 
that common honetiy and pelicy 
would have diGated fuch a decile 
on. but that is not apt to govern 
men. devoted to a faction, and 
thiriting lor power ihe Senate 
Was in favor of the propofitiot= 
The Seurotketisioen? in this aflem- 
bly, froin che city of New York, 
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SUMMARY 


@ere all republicans; they with 
others advocated a bill which prov- 
ed to be very unpopular,—It coft 
them their feats. Ariftocrats were 
choten in their ftead, for the laft 
aficmbly. Partics have been fo 

nearly ballanced in that ftate that 
the 12 members from thec.ty would 
turn the f{cale in favor of their own 
partye The laft feflion, of courle, 
was unfavorable to liberty. But 
we have been gladened with tidings, 
that announce the eleftion of re- 
publicans, ftenators, as well as re- 
prelentatives, not only in the city, 
but in many other counties and di- 
ftrictse ‘The names of Cl.nton and 
Gates grace the lift from New- 
Yorke hefe men were confpicu- 
ous and adiive in * the times that 
tried men’s souls.’ ‘They are re- 
membered with the events of ’75- 
The Journals ot the old Congrets 
Willtran{fmit their names with luitre 
to pofterity. 

The refult of this elefion produ- 
eesan epoch in politics, from which 
the republicans commence their real 
hopes and the ariftocrats their reak 
fears; Adams has been frightened 
irto an act of juftice;* and he has 
aftonifhed America with an act 
of mercyet The great political 
queftion is fo well underftood in that 
flate, that no party will leave an 
advantage unimproved; the elec- 
tors for a Prefident will be of the 
fame opinion as the majority of the 
members of the enfuing legiflature ; 
and that they will be republican, is 
placed beyond a doubt. Let us 
then enquire whether the refult of 
the next eleQlion will remove us 
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from the difgraceful fituation of be. 
ing at once a virtual Britith colony, 
at the fame time that we are bla{- 
pheming tke name of. liberty, by 
pretending to be a free and Sove- 
reign republice In the laft ele@i- 
for Prefident and Vice Pretident 
of the United States, the votes for 
Adams and Jefferfon were as fol. 
lows t— 


Adams. Feffersone 


New Hampfhire, 6 ° 
Penfylvania, I 14 
Vermont, 4 ° 
Maryland, 7 4 
Virginia, I 20 
North-Carolina, I It 
Connecticut, 9 ° 
Rhode-Ifland, 4 ° 
Maffachufetts, 16 re) 
New-York, 12 fe) 
New-Jerley, 7 ro) 
Delaware, 3 ° 
South-Carolina, ° 3 
Georgia, ° 4 
Kentucky, ° 4 
Tenncflee, ° 3 
—- — 
71 68 


T will fay nothing about the une 
fairnefs by which Mr. Jefferfon 
was fhuffied out of the laft election, 
or of the probability of charges in 
his favor, only in New-York; till 
I have made a ftatement under the 
prefumption that the whole of the 
votes from that ftate will be given 
to him; and the votes of all the 
other ftates as they were before.— 
Dedu@& the 12 New-York votes 
from Mr. Adams’s and add them 
to Mr. Jefferfon’s lift and they will 
ftand 


oD > meen 


NOTESe 


* The removal of Timothy Pick- 
wings 


t By reprieving Fries, Haincy & 
Get Mane 
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Jefferfon, 80 
Adams 59 


Majority 21 


Even if the votes of every other 
ftate are counted as they were be- 
fore, and the votes of New-York 
arecqually divided between the can- 
didates; the refult will be a majo- 
rity cf nine for Mr. Jciierion. 


Let us enquire what will be the 
probable changes on either fide, 
provided a free and fair election 
takes place inevery ftate, conform- 


able to the wifhes of a majority ot 


theircitizens. Adams had the whole 
of the votes in New-Hamplhire, 
Vermont, Connecticut, Rhode-]- 
fland, Maffachufetts, and Dela- 
ware in which, 1 cannot fee any 
flattering profpet of a change. 
In South-Carolina, Georgia, ‘Ven- 
neffee and Kentucky, Jefferfon had 
the whole, and I cannot think 
that adminiftration have any rea- 


fonable hopes of a change in any of 


theie flates except South-Carolina. 


The votes of the following ftates 
were divided thus 


Fefferson. Adams. 


Pennfylvania, 14 I 
Maryland, 4 7 
Virginia, 20 1 
N. Carolinae IE I 

49 ro 


The vote that Adams had in Penn- 
fylvania was obtained by collufion; 
he cannot expect another from 
Virzinia; Maryland has veered fo 
much, fince the election, towards 
the polar ftar of truth, that it is 
uncertain whether the votes will 


mot be equally divided in that 
fate. 
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A confiderable defalcation fro 
the republican intereft has tak en 
piace in North-Carol na, owing i 
believe to its Pant of fice pi efles 
and decided edicors, we will t) A 
fore allow alofs of 2 3 votes iii that 
fiate. The fame refleGion, Lut 
with lefs, weight is applicable te 
South-Carolina. 


At the time that Adams was 
elected, New-Jerfey was entirely 
anti- republican, At the laft elec. 
tion for Reprefentatives. the people 
turned out three of the five friends 
of Adams, and put in three repub- 
licans, we may therefore count ups 
on a majority of electors there. 
Let us now fee the moit favorable 
itaternent. | 

Fejersore Adams. 
6 
1@ 


N. Hamphhire, 
Maff achuletts 
Verm mnt, 
thode-Tiland, 
Connecticut, 
Ne w- York, 
New-Je rleyy 
Pennfylvania, 
Delaware, 
Maryland, 
Virginia, 
Kentucky, 
T salee, 
North-Carolina, 
South-Carolina, 
Georgia, 


~~ 
wm & w O70 00 0 


= 


tes Now + eit ° 


82 
Majority for Jefferfon, 26. 


As yet it is undecided whether 
Pennfylvania and New-Jerfey will 
have a vote, as no method is agreed 
upon by the legiflature of either of 
thofe {tates ; provided they are fi 
lent in the eleGtion we muft dedu& 
the 22 votes to which they are en- 
titled, from the whole number, 
which is 138, end 59 will be 4 
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majority ofthe whole remainder,* 
cf which, according to the above 
ee ent Mr. Jetier fon would have 
63 and Mr. scams 53 > then a 
nm: us y of ten remains to crown 
the vidiory. 

Mav wenotthen, f-llow-citizens, 
hope tuat another year will cxhibit 
to the world a fpectacle worthy of 
an independent and fice people 5a 
nition of freemen riling in their 
majeity, from the abyis o of dit; yrace 
in.o which they y have been w helm ied 
by a fyfteim of corruption ana trea 
chery, as old as the governin ent it- 
{elf, nurtured and pro sped up by all 
the art and wickedneis of Great 
Britains  Reafon and truth, are 
rapidly difpelling the clouds ot pre- 
judice, error, aud falfehood, that 
have enveloped the minds of the 


i 
~ 


great body of the people; we may 
expect to fee, 

rift. Foreign influence of every 
kind deitroyed; a uniformity of 
condu oF as tar as their relation to 
ws will permit, adopted towards ev- 
ry nation; and the fy{tem of ex- 
tending our connection with dil- 
tant foreign nations at the moft 
enormous and ufeleis expence, nip- 
ped in the bud. 

ad. Our legal code no longer 
diferaced and rendered fansuinary 
by Alien and Seditiou Law 
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ad. Our whole army of «fficers 
Mit ited Cot n tu a@icvel wv ith t] cir 


© 


fellow-citizens, aba perinitte d id 


oa ee a ; : ” 4 Ss . ie oe 
attend vA adov \ itic Sir eae. Eve) Wiscil@ 
out the allowance of « lf OY Clie 
. ® ** e 4 = . 
ring dite; aud the lew dc luicrs, that 
+ . % t a a y 

biuicy hiaVe Oer il avie TO endift. ie iit 


back to the plouch, o1 to thir ree 
{1 L we aYrTSe 


+ 


4ihe Gur navy, except what is 
n ceflary for the t ovcction ot cur 
Lihery, coaftis 
ditimantled ot aie arms, and ttoic: 
hei: bid hs che 
money appropriated tothe r‘audiion 
of the national de bt ; Such ol the 


. 
gy trade, abu reve whe 


’ 


and fold to the hig 


tt. ‘ eT aern “ar roy 
GiiiCCis dS have been SUuacy cf Ollie 
rapes again{t the laws committ 

? OO 

“9 +o .s ane Fa . ees td 
| Ea trial > ana the reft, Witt T 
” ; " \*erie * + o a 4 
Crews reco NMmMENaea to the G¢éli- lite 


r ! oS » * ; N + oe be Vy a od . . 
fulemployments of agriculture ;— 


Wiiere, in iicad of a bounty on cape 

't +! 7 - + ° . ‘4 ¥ e. 
Lures. tit V5 aha Common Wath Tait 
tellowecitizens fhall vie for the 


’ f° 


premium which fhill be offercd 
to him who will raite the greatett 
quantity of flax, cotton or wool, 
or manufacture the molt cloth ; 

sth. Bank flock and tunded pas 
per, taxed in proporticn io oir 
sie aed 

oth. ‘The grreat ft pe {(hble aticlie 
tion and ence sheet civeo 9 
I terature and feminartes of learning 
throug hout aa UlLiODs 


—2+eo-- 
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* Ti has been assertedthat a can- [ electors, it says, * The perfon has 


didate cannot $% € ected tov the | Hresi- 
dency, oy th eS of the electors. 
unless be obtains a m aj fority of alt 
the votes that the sixtecn states are 
eniitled £0 Stee Tibink differently 
and found mp opinion upon the fol- 
lowing clause of the con stitution. 

» In Art. Il, Sec. 1. In directing 
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shail be the Prefiuent, if tuch num- 

ber be a major ty of the wHole 

NUMBER CF ELECTORS APPOINe 
ED.” It is therefore evident if 
xy staie but one in ibe UNION, 
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oth. Artifts and manufaCures of 
every kind invited a nd flockiig to 
our jhores; by whofe aid we will 
foon render ouriclves independent 
of foreign nations for the .eceffla- 
riesoflife. By thefe arrangements 
our national expenditure can be re- 
duced more than half; oui nation- 
al virtue and honor will be retriev- 
ed; and ournational character will 
be retpected. 

—— 

, Since writing the above, infor- 
mation has been received that the 
standing army is to be difbanded on 
the 15th of “this ‘month; thus the 
eredic of their difmilfal is feratched 
drom the republicans. The hiitory 
of the reduction of this army is re- 
2!ly as imtamous as that of its rile. 

Some members of the faction to 
whom we are indebted for this un- 
coniLitutional moniter, finding them- 
felves faft finking into contempt, 
they gratped at this expedient, in 
hopes to keep themfelves afloat in 
the current of popular eftcem ; it 
was only propoled in the lower 
houfe, to commit power to the pre- 
fident to diband them when he 
thought fit; the motion was Cares 
ried. 

An o¢currence was {pon to take 
place which would demonttrate to 
the World how I ttle the intereft or 
dsiety of the nation is confdered 
¥) Competition with the pride and 
ambition of venal and abandoned 
courtierss A jong difference be- 
tween Adams and Pickering was 
apout to refult in the removal of 
the latter from the office of Secre- 
tary of State. Pickeringy’s tr ends 
in the Senate, to be revenged on 
Adams, received the motion with 
jov for difbanding the army, which 
they conhidered the offspring of his 
ambition, and in a great meafure 
the fupport of his plans; and the 
more to make their motives be felt 
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by the Prefident, infead of leaving 
it at his difcretion, they fixed the 
day on which the army fhould be 
difbanded. The republ cans, res 
gardiefs of the motives which gu. 
ded the Pickeronians, did not fail 
to jon them. and give fuccefstoa 
mealure calculat pe tobe of tmimenis 
fervice to their country. Thus we 
fee the army, which yefterd lay al. 
mit the whole anti-republican pare 
ty aff cted to look upon as the bo ls 
wark of our independence, the on. 
ly prote tion agaurt a French invas 
lion, and the only means of preter. 
ving the union from rebellion and 
anarchy, is to day lacrificed to ame 
bition and malice. The motives 
for difbanding the army would have 
been the fame, and moft probably 
would have had the fame effect, if 
there had been any real neceflity 
for its caitinaakes. Thus we tre 
the public good fported with, by 
wretches deftitute of principle of 
of patriotifm who have by their ads 
dveth worl ned them felves ino the 
higheft mitches im the political edis 
Seas 


Pe ae 


From the Auroras 
P 4 RALLEL. 


D-. Tounson, cefines the fil 
ftantive © Parrallel.’ to be a refeme 
blance or conformity continued 
through many particulars’ ind 
the fon of Sirach—** By their works 
{hail ye know them.” 


In GREAT BRITAIN. 


From Dec. 1764 to July 6 5— 
in the sth year of the reign of 
George III. the following prolecus 
tions for libels were tried. 

1» Mr. Wilkes for republifhing 
No. 45 of the North Britain. 

2e Mr. Wilkes for prusting.@ 
Poems 
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a. Mr. Gorhet for an advertife- 
wentin the White-Hall Evening 
Pelt. 

4. The celebrated D’Eon, for 
publifhing a book in French, en- 
titled Letters, &c. 

5 Mr. Wilkes avain for the o- 
rivinal publication of Noe 45 of the 
North Britain. 

6. Mr. Williams for publifhing 
the fame in a book. 

7- Mr. Kearfly for publifhing 


the fame in a book. 


In AMERICAe 


Tn the third year of the Prefiden- 
ey of John Adams, under the Sv- 
diton Lawe—malias the indemnity 
Law. 

t. Matthew Lyon, a member of 
Congrets from Vermont, under the 
{edition law, for a letter written be- 
fore the law was made, and publifh- 
iran extract of a letter written 
by Joel Barlow, on the public af- 
fairs of the nation. 

2« Abijah Adams printer of a 
republican paper at Botton, for an 
alledged libel, under the Englifh 
Common Law. 

3e Anthony Bafwella printer in 
Vermont, for publifhing au extract 
of aletter written by James M¢ 
Henry, Secretary at war, to Gene- 
ra! Darke in Virginia, recominend- 
ing tories for oilicers in the ftand- 
lng army. 

4¢ Charles Holt, printer at New- 
London Connecticut, for publifh- 
ing moral arsuments azainft the vi- 
ces and abufes of military eftablith- 
ments, and an army confefledly ufe- 
lefs, and fubfequently abolifhed. 

s¢ Thomas Frothing bam ajoure 
Nheyman printer at New-York. for 
republithing an article from a news 
paper, ftatng that Alexander Ha- 
milton had endeavoured to deftroy 
the Aurora, where the Enolth 
Common law was alld, and ihe 
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accufed not permitted to bring evig 
dence to prove the truth. 

_ 6. Luther Baldwin of New-Jer- 
fey, for wifhing the wadding of a 
cannon fired on a day of rejoicing 
were lodged in the Prefident’s pof- 
teriors. 

7- Benjamin Franklia Bache, 
Grandfon of Dr. Franklin, for pubs 
lifhing an article declarins thata 
bribe had been taken in the Secre- 
tary of State’s office, although the 
fact was acknowledved and the clerk 
was difimiffed for the tat. 

8. Thomas Cooper of Northuii- 
berland, for publifhing a number 
of truths about public men and mea 
fures, of which the following are 
the fubftance given in his plea, but 
upon which a jury found a verdict 
of guilty ttt! 


———D ee 

1%. Mr, Adams, either by hime 
feif, or by the officers ot ftate a. 
ing under his authority, has given 
the public to underftand, that he 
would beftow no ofiice Dut on pere 
fons who conformed to his politic al 
Opinions. 

2d. Mr. Adams has declared, 
that a republican government may 
mean any thing. 

3d. Mr. Acams did fanétion the 

alien law and there by the abolitioa 
of the trial by jury, in the cafes that 
fall under that law. 

4th. Mr. Adams did fanGion the 
fedition law. and thereby entrenche 
ed his public character behind the 
legal provilion of that law. 

sth. Under the aulpices of Mre 
Adams, the ¢xpence of a perma. 
nent navv is faddied on, the peon':. 

6th. Under the aulpices of Mr. 
Adams, we are threatened with the 
exiftence of a {tandiny army. 

oth. The government of the U- 
nited States has borrowed muncy at 
8 per cent. in the time of peat. 

Sth. Lhe unmecedary vasiuce & 
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eMcial expreffions ufed by Mr. A- 
dans. and thofe in authority ubuer 
him, and his adhe erents, might ju.» 
ly hive prov oked a ware 

oth. P slitical acrimony has been 
¥.-red by thofe who call them- 

ves his friendly ac adhere nts. 

10. Mr. Humphries after being 


corvicted of an afault and battery 
on Benjamin Franklin Bache, the 
pvaterot che Aurora, mere ly from 
pelitucal niot ves, was. before his 
fe; ce was enired, promote d by 
T T re Ad ans t9 a publ ( office, Vize 
4 carry difvatches to Krance. 
rtthe Mr. Adams dul proie& 


mt m ewecution emnibies to 


iia, Ruiha and the Sublime 


en! ened AS 


yar : 

I ! ‘ Mir, 4 1, ns the - fe of 
Touethan. Robins, alias Nath, did 
wutert-re fo influen the deciftin 
Or a ¢ rt of 7ust ces 

——T + oe — 

ge W lian D of Piladel- 
phia—e nich | + Mertine that 
AT-. Acass had affYerted in write 
wr. anti that William Duane not- 

letter fo rtins, that 
} h influence had been u Te 


Tati tdved for aff neha the Ret. 
tih Gove nment was a corrup eC. 
Re Fe two indict nents 
hive been withdrawn, but they 
feall be wablith-d.7 
Padi4ted for nubdlithineg Liston’s 
fetters found on Sweezy, tn which 
} 1s declared that the A rcian 
3 rainmenme W DrOVOKING ii lice 
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ror ' ee ot} r Myits, w! h 
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ADAMS and PICKERING. 

Our conflitution, in the plenis 
tude of its imperfe ions, gives the 
chief magiftrate abfolute power in 
the dif niffal, and tantamount to 
that in the appointment of many 
of the firft offices of governments 
Jn the exercifé of this extreme ins 


judicicus difpofition of power, a 
great and virtuous prefident would 


be gu-ded by theh nor and intereft 
of the nation and the voice of the 
p ople, in preference to his private 
f his family and 
partizens, or the more contemptis 
ble influence of vier feed partialie 
ties or perfonal retentments: whicna 
partot Mr. Adams’s adminiftration 
has fallen under this detcription of 
Virtuous president, [ 


mtere it and that o 


a eroat and 


fhail not undert to point out; 
cerhaps the tafk would be dif ulte 

In the difmiffal of Mr. Pickes 
ring, the prefid 


: lent has exercifed a 
pow Yr with whi h he 1s undoubteds 
ly veited by the conttity tion; but 
until he fin 
an ¢ entanation of his motives, hé 
will be tu yyect to the fulpici ion of 
havine ated more from the im- 
impille of private hatred which has 
litely [prune up between them, than 


trom the dictates ¢ 


ill lay beore th ZS a ilic 


‘f national honor, 

or public jullice, and for this rea- 

‘have not tmmediately, nor 
} 


Ny . i Be ’ 
tor lome mo: Ntns preceding tne ree 


1 aby 


lof any new complaint 
araintt Mr. Pickering, for having 

iv new outrage againit 
and dienity of the nae 
ion; we have not feen any new 
Ipecimens of his attachment to the 
ind wanton abufe of the A- 
merican charaSer; we have heard 


f , sniatenc he mo: 

OT no reeen nie ience tot i oft 
- : “ aie 

virtuons characters, and abufe to 
‘ " . . 

Whole Counties of citizens; 


yet ais Licic Liings Mave Occ loci 





ao: 
the 
is i 


fec 
oF 


nil 
Py 
e* 
we 
by 
+ 








—— 


»* QD OO a 


—-_- 


sy, "oO [> 


all 





and fu™ 1 Mr. Adams has 
¢uietl, permitted the offencer to 
enjoy. his confidence. To what 
then are we to attribute the pre- 
Jent change, except to perfonal re- 
fentmens ? No one of Mr. Adams’ 
friends wi} allow that he has becn 
friohtened into this mea‘ure bv the 
difcontent which hes Jong been 
{preadis, ly ceep- 
eh! IND". in the minds o1 the ner i@, 
again? his auminiiiration ; nor wiil 
they fuilurit tobe alferted that he 
isio cowardly as now to remove a 
fecretary of ftate, for ais which 
vere performed with his apprcba- 
tion. 
of No amony th afe Ww hog o indi. 
ecte the hiion of Timothy Pick- 
ring is there any hefitat f- 


red. ay 


o, and which is da 


t ion in af. 
{ening particular cenfes of mifcon- 
¢ fence, fuch as, 


haldine from Con- 
-exnrefs order 
o Ge rry’s Orie je 
mil cerre foon nee with covern- 
ment, refpeGine his mifien to 
France, and fendin "his own carb- 
dec intemperate. and diftorted flate. 
men. and report, which broucht 
Céoncrefs to the verre of a ceclara- 


a ws 


moft 
cious that 
ever occurrred under our 
ment. 

ad. Pickerines Ietter to 


PB Ce in the 


tion of war; a proceeding the 
. 7 
impudent and contum 


govern. 


- 
~T, > 
Judge 


- get = i i 
neme of the Pretiden 


» ] 
bot without his privity or luWe 
led, 
adly. A fuppreffor of the Sna- 
nifh miniter’s memor.al. ref eCing 
Pritithcintricues and heftility a. 
gaintt Florida, until after three 


mee 
difcovered, 


, be .) . . o 
hy a c rect “ry heatien tr 


’ ] 4 o 
weeks Geliverv. it was 
m the mie 


’ > 7 


{t.s, + oe 
Biter to the Prevarnt. 
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countenancing and autherifing Dre 

tevens n league with KBritifh mer- 
chants in this city, to load the fhip 
Kingfton, going out asa Cartel, 
with merchandize. 

s- The fuppreffion of evidence 
concerning lmprefied American fer 
men, and contrary to his oath, con- 
nving at their Cetention on board 
britili {hips i Gur own ports. 


(durora.) 


Very true ; every art cle is abure 
dantly fufficient in ithif to juftify 
his removal; and we mieht catend 
the cataloeve of his crinces ily ct 
to ‘nfinity: his infolence to Ll ce 
tor Logan on his return from his 
peace-making tour to France: b 
Ci ntumacic us abu fe of the citizens 
of Prince Fdward: lis contempt 
of the American charaGer. and of 
yettice, in the cafe of capt. Giles, in 

chheinfults that “+ ‘ecdieaman 
inftead of yes @ refs, and 
jultifies his being inhuma eit floc 
ged by a Britifh captain, whofe 
word.ot honor he pre fers to the de~ 
claration upen oath of three citi- 
zensof the S are each 


A 


United States, 
fufficient caufe of condemnation 
butto allowthatthefe adsform the 
rrounds of his removal, is to grant 
that they are criminal, and to co 
efidentin 
his euilt, for he fulfered them to 


- SA ra os . . 
that is to implicate the pr 


be cc pressisnadl yet onowd Lv- 
vid atrocity of which Mr. Pickere 

has been guilty reflets equal 
Gifhonor upon Mr. Adams nd 
unlefs he cam fhew a pl: le reae 


ion tor thus abrupt cmcvings tre 
| " my Po ‘* ~* 
man whom he has filently fi fired 


todo fo much mischiel. a heaviet 


) ? ft? nr E. 

refl-Giion full n ref upon bin — 
} ersttcr f ! ¢ ] 

that ot navine cil ( i] able { « 

ios ' ; - 

cretary of State frem motives of 


ye Ciss) a@liG PYivale Peal dacdsscdace 
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POETRY. 


ee of Cte 


AN ODE, 


FROM A CORRE’ PONDENT. 





The following Ode has been circu- 


Jated in Ireland, fince the fubject 
of Union has heen AEE 
This union-bufinefs is more like- 
ly to feparate the two COUNTIES, 
varie 


thanany former caufe of 


ance, fo great js the wealth anl 


anti-union party 


¢ 


number of the 
AA GO 


5 
HARK! hear vou not thofe dread- 
1 ‘creams? 
And hear vou not that infant ery? 
*Tis fure. fome neighboring cotin 
flames, 


Which with crimfon tints the ky. 

O!, God! -orps I fee, 

N irked, wounded, ftatn ed with rore, 
’ w 

J” nzing on a blafted tree, 

Retore the burning cottage door. 


J’: ve Er'n’s fons fuil’d in the field? 

W hat forsian fue lays waite the 
land! 

Sav, where was Britain’s 

. vield, 

When Erin 


hand? 


an ared « 


ou ardian 
funk beneath their 


> 


But fee, untouch’d, 
{tinds, 

While all around the / 

And lo! thofe milit 


tary Hal 
}— } +1 i ‘ 
ZACK tO the I ues 


yon palace 


tiicir victins 


ipurne 


? . _ my . , 

Sav, why against the brm45!e ert, 

Is all their reMlefs fury bert! 

} 1, a 
hee phiniel sigky alls to pealant’s 
Int 

. = — ee ’ 

Can pruluci slawlefsravaretempt! 


7 
am'ets burn; 


No foreign foe lays wake the, lanq 
And I Er1n’s fons have fledno field Is 
Their bl od is flied by Biiteial 
hand, 
Hev’s is a fell deftroying fhield. 


Know that within the humble Cot, 

‘Lhe facred ark of UNION ftande: 

And peafants guard the hallow @ 
fot, 

From hoftile Britain’s rufian bands. 


The 1 t fons of wea alth § & pow’ ry 


And there in E RIN’S trying ie ur, 
Againft their country are enroll'ds 


Not unaveng’! will Es fall, 
Nor e’en in ruin de alone 3 
Be Brivain’s will accomplh fli'd all, 
Erin’s deii:uétion feals her own. 
Vet Ertwy fills not; 
In arms aferc their rig 
With haty pace, 
PEE, 


Tndignant Ext 


hut her fors, 
rhtful claims 


t ; "3 
lo. Vengeance 


N breaks her chainse 
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The heart that the following Soag 


snl @ rs & es . ? . 
will not meltinto fymypathy. mu& 
¢ 


be harder than adamant. 


It exe 
hibits a picture too true, as everf 
y.ilave in Ireland can be 


Oo 


ar teltle 
Mmonye 


af {RY 


AT. f LE 2 
ats ‘ ? ’ 


RAP D al 
ORE ° 


4 - — 
Tune—* Oh! the moment was fad. 


oldiers of Biitain your merce 
CIS QO DLS, 
Lore, long mrft 


Evin deplore ; 


. 7 ‘ 7 
the children of 
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$11 fad is my foul, when I view the 
black ruims, 
Where once ftood the cabin of 
Mary Le More. 
Her father (God reft him!) loved 
Jreland moft dearly, 
All her wron,ss, ali her fufferings 
he felt moit feverely; 
And with treedom’s firin fons he u- 
nited fincerely, 
But—~zone is tue father of Mary 


Le More. 


One coll winter's night, as poor 
Dermot fat muling, 
Hoarte curfes alar mel him, and 
crath went the door; 
The 6 rce folder entered & ira’ gh it 
an abufing, 
The Brave, } \ re} 
ry Le morce 
To their fcoils he reply’d not—-with 
blows they affated him, 
He felt ali indignant S Caltie 
on now tail’d hom; 
Be return’d their vile blows. and 
all Muniler bewail’uhiin ; 
For—/tabb’d was the father of 


Mary Le Mo.e. 


nuld father of Ma- 


Thechildren’s wild fcreams andthe 
mother’s diltraction, 

(While the father, the hufband, 
lay ftretch’d in his gore ;) 
Ah! who can relate, and not curfe 

the foul faction, 
That blafted that rofe-bud fweet 
Mary L More! 
® O my sathe r: my father!” fhe 
cry’d, wildly throwing, 
Her arms round his week. while 
his life’s blood was flowing ; 
Bhe kifs’d his cold lips—but puor 
Dermot was going : 
He groan’d—and left fatherlels 
Mary Le More. 


With deftruction uncloy rd, this ins 
derna Danditti, 
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(Tho’ the rain fellin fheets, and 
the wind it blew fore) 
Thefe fiends of the cattle, thefe foes 
to all pity, 
Sat fire to tne cabin of Mary Le 
More. 
The mother and children, half na- 
ked and ihr ekiny, 
Efcap'd from the flames where poor 
Dermot lay reek.ne ; 
And, while the fad victums for flici- 
ter were ieehing, 
Ab! mark what ocici the poor Ma- 
ry Le More. 


From her f sher’s nale cheek which 
her lap had fupported, 
Toan out-honf thefe rufians 
th: Toweiy ote bore; 
With bor tears. her entreaties, her 
forrows, they fported, 
An‘ bw force they deflowi’d poor 
Mary Le More. 
And now. a peor manixe, fhe roams 
the wide common: 
’Gaimlt the fildiers of Britain fhe 
warns every woman; 
Anw the fines of her father in ftrains 
more than hnuenan, 
Till tears oftea fall for poor Ma- 
ry Le More. 


O daughters of Ireland! your couns 
try’s falvation ! 
While the waves of old ocean 
fhall beat round your thore, 
Remember the wrongs of your lo: g 
fhackled nating 
Remember the woes of poor Ma 
ry Le More: 
And wh le your hearts fwell—Oh! 
with fpirits all fire, 
Your lovers, your brothers, your 
hufbands infpire ! 
Their unten fhall make all opprefu 
fors retire 
From the foil where now wang 
@cis poor: Mary Li ures 
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EXTRACT OF A LETTER, 





EXTRACT OF A LETTER FROM 
JOHN FOWLER, 


, os 


r Tv? A 
Piemier of Con gress from the state of Nentucrypy 


TO HIS CONSTITUENYDS. 


o SO mr 


———"a> > 


VI Gut 


FELLOW CITIZENS, 

{ WAD pee oareda circularfome 
Weeks hue ynerein [ had detail. 
eu the riot important meatures 
wh.ch hii taken place in relpect to 
both our foreipyn aud domeftic rela- 
tions; aid alter commenting at 
Javze on the feveral heads, I had 
€11¢ leavouned to fur reett fuch ftens 
as in my opinion would correct the 
numerous evils with which I tho’t 
Ifaw our country furrounded.— 
But before I could get my letter 
fufficiently multiplied by either 
trantcribing « 
and flrong indications of an imme- 
diate change attracted my at 
tion, and If fulpended for foie 
tins, the correfpondence I had 
Co! ates lated with you, under an 
Imprefion that the detail of the 
novel traniactions wouldfully coms 


rr printing ; fudden 


peafate for the delays Many of 


the ideas which I had dwelt upon, 
have become of lefts importance, in 
conlequence of the variation in our 
fituatione The «loom with which 
my m.nd was {hrouded, is remove, 
anita bright and happy day riles 
glorious to our viewe 

I faw with rreat regret, but ftill 
greater aporehen ion, the darin: ¥ 
attemot of a defi sning ad.n iltra- 
tion, to delul- the public mind.— 
d fiw its eff 2, as reneral as it was 
firiden, the oale intrigues of unau- 
thorized a vents, w.ta our minifters 
in Paris, was the port-fire, which 
kin'lied a blaze of indignation a- 


: L he , " ay 
Beenl Crddcey over tuc Whaig face 


oo PO 


7 val pa | . 
of the nation. Yet I confided ig 


the good fenfe of my fellow-citye 
zens, | sory them virtuous, and 

: 
truited to their Jeliberaticn 3 not 


have | veen diario uted. Theres 
action. the return of the ene to 
the dictates of juit policy, has beca 
ie att as fuides and I doubt not 
as general as Was their aberration 
uder miniffertal delufione The 
election of a repablican governor 
to the chair of Penniylvania, waa 
ie firft intimation that the citizens 
of America {till cheruthed the hope 
of prefervin® peace with France 5 
yet notwithitanding this, the was 
party in congrefs, labored inceflante 
ly, in conjuaction with the execu. 
tive adminiltration, to force us ups 
the dreadful conflict. Our ftate 
end Virginia remained firm ; 3s 
Carolina and the other fouthera 
ftates have joined us: and the ace 
cellion of Penntylvania would have 
given us a preponderance at the 
next election, had not a majority 
of fix men, elected in the time of 
the delufion to the {tate fenate, ree 
fifed to concur in pafling a law to 
pre{cribe the mode of electing the 
prelident and vice-prefident of the 
United States. The eleftion of 
New-York has now completely ture 
ned the beam: the conte({t ts over 
if there be remiffnefs- on our 
pirt. When I fay on our part, L 
do not allude to the exertions of 
our ftate—-there has been nothing 
wanting in Kentucky; but I alk 
for the exertions of all true repubs 


a. 





fom 
th y 








oe . Bee eS. BS Fy eae ee 
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he 
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hes cans thro’ out the United States ; 
if they come out on the day of the 
election, the victory 1s ours. 

This autpicious event, difmayed 
the anti-republican party; their 
councils appeared diftraéted i in Cons 
grels ; they rejected meafures to 
day, and adopted them to-morrow. 
In the height of this confution dif. 
patches arrive from France, with 
advice that our minifters are nego- 
ciatine, and the highcit pro! bability ; 
that our differences with the repub- 
lic wil! be a 


jufted, on terms both 
honorable and adv antageous to the 
United States. The fecretary of 
war, doCor Tames M’ Henry re- 
figns, on an intimation from the 
prefident that his reflonation wus 
expected. ‘The addit ional army is 
moved to be immediately difbanded, 
by the Republican mino arity in the 
hou! ule ; the motion is reje ied, b +> 
it isagreed that the Prefid ent fhould 
have the power to difband it, at any 
time when he may deem it juftified 
by the profpect of an accommoda- 
ion with the French, allowing it 
one months extra P aye This is 
confidered a mark of confidence in 
the executive. The Bill is tranf- 
mitted to the Senate; a body, that 
feldom denies its confidence, to that 
branch of the government, where 
an amendment is moved to limit the 
exiftence of the army to a day cer- 
tain, to wit, the fifteenth of | June 
Next; this motion is carried ; as 1S 
Biche, for allowing the army 
three months extra pay; I appre- 
hend we fhall rather lofe than gain 
by the alteration ; it cannot there- 
fore be accounted for on the idea of 
a faving to the public, but I thin : 
it goes to fhew that fome member 

of the fenate, meant to notify Mr. : 
Adams that they were about to a- 
bandon him ; or that they difliked 
fome recent meafure. Mr. Timo- 
thy Pickering fecretary of flate, is 


FOWLER, Efys ¢ is j 


told that his refignation is expes 
ed, he braves the ftorm, and retufes 
to refign, and hereupon the Prefi- 
dent removes him from office. Mr. 
John Marfhall of Virginia, amem- 
or of the houfe of reprefentatives, 
is firft appointed to be fecretary cf 
War, in the room of Mr. M:Hen- 
ty; andis afterwards appointed fe. 
i stents of {late in the place of Mr. 
+4 ickering ; Mr. Dexter a Senator 
ithe United States, is nominated 
fi the fenate of the United States 
for their advice and content, to ap- 
point him fecretary of War; and 
he is now appointed. The lafi days 
of the fefhon, the faGion was bro- 
ken up: the ienbists voted vari- 
oully on every queftion, th 


ley had no 

command of thes mfe heed y they re- 
. mb le da veffel ona political fea, 
by a ftorme 


4 
' 
a 


thad been deflroyed 
I believe this party, fo hoflile to 
the beft intereft of our countrys will 
nolonger be able under the fuy- 
geftions contained in prefidential 
{peeches, to eftablifh permanent na- 
vies, or ftanding armies, to form 
foreion monarchic connexions, or 
diffolve ailiances between republics 5 
to fquander the people’s money in ri- 
diculous extravagances, or to bore 
row on ufurous loans unneceflary 
millions. IJ truft we fhall never be 
again curfed with alien or fedition 
laws; this happy change cannot 
but be a fubje: tof congratulation 3 
and we rejoice the more, from fees 
ing how imminent were the dan- 
gers which pbs inded us.» You 
will recolle&, fellow-citizens, 
that moft of ithe members of the 
prefent congrefs. were eleded uns 
der the minifterial delufion of the 
X.Y. Z; and at the commence- 
ment of the feflion, there was found 
am: jority in favor of the hofiile 
meafures which the Jaft congrefs 
had purfued ; propotitions for ex- 
tending thé executive patronage 


>) 


) 














































Ethie we jee 28 5 


EE ee I 








-— 


re 


eat ice eal Bi 





ee oe te ee eee 
~ my Bom 








+; ile 

el 

; 
ai 
Bi oe 
4 ah # 

‘e 
ian 
At AL 

hb: BRK 
net i } aE) 
el BB) Hh 





. 
i 


Oo 


os 
~ aan 











€ 136 ) 


fiill further were early brought for- 
ward; meafures to confolidate the 
union, were ftrenuoufly advocated ; 
war meafures to exafperate yet 
more the nation with whom it was 
pretended to treat, were adopted ; 

and to fhew the length to which 
the party were difpofed to go, an 
attempt was made to introducea 
regulation paramount to the confti- 
tution; to create a confervative 
fenate, or electoral college of 13 
members; fix fromeach houfe, and 
the ch ef juftice to prelide ; who 
were to be authoriled to inveftigate 
the election of the feveral ftates, 
for Prefident and Vice-Prefident ; 
and to determine in a fecret con- 
clave, the legality of the votes, and 
finally to declare, who fhall be the 
next Prefident of the United States. 
This meafure fo repugnant to every 
principle of the conftitution, was 
fortunaiely defeated by that happy 
combination of circumftances which 
Ihave mentioned in the firft page 
of my letter. 

With refpe& to the bankrupt 
law, and fome other matters, I will 
here introduce extracts from the 
Circular I had formerly prepared , 
i therein faid, 

“The bankrupt law which was 
curried by the cafting vote of the 
{peaker, I fufpe& will be little more 
Than a machine for extending the 
influence of the executive admini- 
ftration: I doubt whether it will 
afford individuals all the advan- 
tages which might be expeéed 
from a juft and beneficent leqifla- 
ture. It certainly maybe made an 
inftrument to injure the incautious 
agriculturifise-l gave it my nega- 
tive. 

‘ The provifional army, as I fore- 
fiw, when [ wrote my circular at 
tie lat feffinn, turns out to be an 
a »vof offic-rs, beaumen and fer- 
WaNis; the olicers were appointed, 


EXTRACT OF A LETTER 


from the cc nmander in chief to tlis 
loweht grade, and coniift, altoges 


ther of 1413 
The non commiffioned off- 
cers should be 1972 


The total of officers in the 
army of the United States 

would then be 33385 

The return made on the ad 
January, gave the total 
inlifted for the additional 
army 3399 

From this calculation may be des 
ducted the officers of the four regi. 
ments on the former m litary efta- 
blifhment, but at the fame ame 
there fhould be added for the hof- 
pital, ordnance, cloathing, and 
quarter-mafters department,a num- 
ber not much inferiore An army 
fo conftituted muft be altogether 
ufelefs for military purpoles+-its 
only effects are todrain the people 
of four million of dollars for their 
fupport, to corrupt and debauch the 
morals of our citizens and to influ- 
ence elections; under theie imprefs 
fions, the republicans urged the 
difbandment; they failed, but they 
{topped the recruiting. 

‘he navy confifted of 40 or 50 
veffels, my fellow-citizens, feems 
to require 4,000,000 and upwards 
of dollar; this is a wafte of the 
people’s money, it is collected of 
the people generally, and paid to 
thofe whom the Prefident may ap- 
point to receive it; the pretext 15, 


that itis neceffary to prote&t the , 


property of the fhip-owners, while 
employed in earning freight, by 
carrying cargoes from port to port; 
in mY Op.Nion it is impolitic to pay 
more for Navigation than what it is 
worth; and what the navigation of 
American produce is worth, is cal- 
culated by fome of our political 
arithmeticians in this way, ‘the 
produce of the United States ex: 
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ported in the laft year was worth 
the fum of 33,142,526 dollars: 
when the price of our wheat, flour, 
tobacco, and rice is confidered, it is 
unwarrantable to fuppofe the mere 
carrier yught to have above 5 per 
cent for his labour in conveying it 
to market; § per cent they fay, is 
a liberal |B i BL and would a- 
mount to 1,657,266 dollars.” Ifthis 
calculation be near the truth, what, 
my fellow citizens, can be faid of 
the policy of thofe who pay four 
millions of dollars to proteé&t a 
branch of trade which produces on- 
ly one million and a half, or two 
millions. Is it folly, or is it fome- 
thing worfe? In this fiatement, it 
will be feen that they do not calcu. 
Jate upon the articles of foreign 
growth, brought from the. Welt- 
Indies, &c. and then re-fhipped for 
Europe; they fay “‘ we have no- 
th ng to do with the protection of 
foreign property, it is enough to 
prote& the tranfportation of our 
own; if foreign property whilft 
fa; lin g from the Weft-Indies to Eu- 
rop e requires protection, Iet the 
nation to which it belongs afford it 
that proteCtion.” Ido not pledge 
myfelf for the juftnefs of this cal- 
culation, but it appears to me more 
plaufible than any thing that I 
have heard on the other fide of the 
gueftion. 

For the diplomatic department, 
Near 130,000 doilars are required. 
When General Wahhi ineton wrote 
his Valedi&tory, we had minifters 
at Paris, Hague, London, Madrid, 
and Lifbon, “suai he lamented that 
we had fo many, and cautioned t 
future government. againft an in- 
creafe——his lanruage was as fol- 
lows—*¢ The firft rule of condué 
for us in regard to foreign nations, 
in extending our commercial rela- 


A tions is, to have as little political 
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have formed engagements let them 
be fulfilled with perfe& good faith: 
bere let us stop. Europe has a fet 
of primary interefts, which to ue 
have none or a very remote relation. 
Hence fhe mult be engaged in fre- 


quent controve:fies, the caufes of - 


which are effentially foreign to our 
concerns.——<Hence therefore it muft 
be unwife in us to implicate our- 
{elves by artificial ties in the ordi- 
nary viciflitudes of her politics, or 
in the ordinary combinations and 
collifions of her friendfhips or en- 
MIticSs’ 
Again: 6 why forego the advan- 
‘tage of fo peculiar a fituation ’— 
ow hy quit our own ftand upon fo- 
‘reign ground ?—-why by weaving 
é the deft: iny w:thany pert of Eu- 
rope, entangle our peace and profs 
¢ perity in the toils of European ame 
‘ bition, rivalfhip, intereft, humour, 
for caprice. Tis our true policy 
* to fteer clear of all permanent al« 
‘liances with any portion of the 
‘ foreign world: fo far, I mean, as 
‘ we are now at liberty to do it; 
‘ for let me not be unde: ftood as ca= 
‘ pable of patronizing infidelity to 
Sexiting engagements. Butinmy 
‘ opinion it would he unwife to exe 
‘tend them.’ How has his. fuccef- 
for regarded this wife and prudent 
council? Why by. prejedting eme- 
haflies to the moft defpotic powers 
in Europe with whom wecan never 
have any or but little commercial 
intercourfe: of thefe the Ruflian 
and Turkifh appear to be laid afide, 
but the Pruffian fill continues—it 
is age by the Son of the prefidente 
he expences of the government 
are enormous, they have encreafed 
ince the commencement o! the pre- 
fent{fvftem to an annual fum of more. 
than fifteen milben-of dollars; was, 
this event expected bv the people, 
when they adopre} the fed He Cons 
ftitution ; it was then eflimated by 


~~ 


epee h $I mt + 


* a = " +h “ 

5 af Re = 4 ‘ 4 : ’ 

men - - — 
ees sa pee. ee 

< . . rs 2 yh 

ie et eT wc 

tees =~ en vay ‘ack 4 Sr i ieertr-* 
ee : wea . ‘ 


motbensentpinah “t/t 











the Neti AO 











See ee 


— 


annonces ie a wate 


ee fox com 


Bidar oto (aa 
. 
w-- 


a 


ens 
i eee 





$ 


eo 
— - 
ee . ‘ 


—- 
REL FOOT 


- ili, ee 


>) airing emer a . 


a4 
Tot eens 
zoe 


. 
if 
HF 


* anummanmed - 
AO A yt temas 


14 
5 
t 

; 
} 

’ 





win Es 


Eset ) EXTRACT OF A 


the old congrefs that four millions 
of annual revenue would be ade- 
quate to the fupport of the Federal 
erence! he payment of the 
mtereft on the public debt, andthe 
gradual extin yuifhment of the prin- 
cipal ; ; to what are we to impute 
this enormous burthen, but ‘tothe 
Executive adminiftration which has 
generally recommended ‘extrava- 
gant eftablifhments, and a fatal re- 
I: ince placed on them by Confiding 


Congreffes ? How is the evil to be 
R 


0g 


reme die d Fm BY Pp anit yin ig both 
branches of the legiflature at ae 
next eleGion, of thofe members, 
who from weaknefs or dehen, bive 


1 9 , 
peen induced to countenan ce the 
dand exvenfive meafuree 
33 P- y 4 ral o : 

' : etotore adopted ; > and ele&: ne 
mM their ite ad determined Ex Ono= 
nift. eh ee -Ts > e a De . 
mitts, irienas to the peonie, ty 
ng ian - ok mee TS & i. v. 
oO. if . OT contract 1ceeCneCr' 9 but do- 
efticated contented acriculturilts s 
i aid expect, my icliow citizens, 
th. Bis 2 a y we yr . 
T lal L aX eX ecutive admini{tration 
¢ . ie —" y la “ar . ” } 
vei the loan ot taf y Cais W ould 
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ive beendeterred fiom having any 
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urther recourlfe ta this mode Or 
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not fucceed with ut being bolfier- 
ed up with additional props: the 
principal fum fubfcribed on that oc- 
re cafion funk four or five per cent in 

he hands of the fnb{cribers, even 
on the payment of the firft inftal- 
ment; lt was -raifed to par, on 
chaning ferip to funded flock, and 
in confequence of aicarcity of good 
bills upon Europe in the market 
about the fame time; the latter 
circumftance was occafioned by nu- 
merous failures in Hamburg, Bre- 
men, London, and Liverpool ; the 
merchant who had money to remit 


-~ 


to London or Hamburg, preferred 
fo remit the eight per cent ftock 
rather than a bill, the fate of which 
Was uncertain; perhaps it is from 
this circumflance iat adminiltra- 
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tion is encouraged to venture te 
to borrow mos 
ney, and borrowing is preferred to 
retrenchinent. Three millions and 
ahalf at eight and a half per cent, 
for it is folly to exnect it for lefs 
than we gave fadt ycar, and the 
five millions eight pet cent loan, 
have occafioned acal! upon the peo. 
ple for another annu: alg 5¢,0codcl- 
fars; in 26 years thefe annual 
goo,coo dollars are expecte: dto 0 pay 
off theinteréft an Tprine sipal of thefe 

wo 8 per cent loans, whic! h wilt 
the n juit have colt the people of the 
United States the monftreus fun 
of twenty-three million feur huns 
dred: thoufand dollars.” I*fuppofe 
iny fellow-citizens, money 13 not 
to be had on better terms by the 
fede ral governme no alth ough i indie 
viduals i in this ¢ ity do actually bore 
row at the rate of fi ix per Cent, nay, 
if more is dziver inded and paid, it is 
ufury in the lender, and the law 
punifhes it as an heinous « ffence ae 
eainft mora! reé She confi. 
ding congrefies have given a confie 
dence on this head, that -eaid de 
ftonifh even the defi ipot of Britain if 
his corrupt narliament had piven 
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him and his minifters a limilar cone 
YS ok Aches a } a ee 
hdence. The congrels iaWws alle 
thew*fing thefe eight per cent loans, 
} ‘ ¥ 4 ieee 2 a ’ 
bean ‘ ablolute power in the 


prefident ot ‘borrowing the moncy 
on iuc wn terms aS appear 
advantageous forthe Uni 
and the fame law makes provilion 
to comply with {uch terms, be them 
what they may. The parliament 
of Britain when applied to by the 
crown for a loan, pais what is ter 
med a vote of credit, upon which 
the minifter makes- terms with the 
lenders, and then lays them before 
the houfe of commons, when if 
they are sdebawed: the houfe goes 
on to give the meafure legal form 


1 skh. < - 1 an 
and bodys On the Lubje Xof loaly 


tic 
cy. 
/ 


oti 








oun, 3 SO Pere Pe, Me 


Se ee (8 


the confiding congrefs has had fome 
fingular ideas, the borrowing mo- 
ney inthe fhape of fhips, is one of 
thefe; and we are not te wonder 
if the merchants who have been ac- 
tive to loan their vefiels to the go- 
vernment, have vamped up old 
fhips at a monftrous expence, fome 
of which are already found to be 
unfit for fervice. 


The operation ef the fedition 
law has been, and it was predicted, 
anenpine inthe hand of the Exe. 

utive adminiftration to opprets the 
printers of patriotic new/papers.. 
This law has been employed againft 
almoftevery Republican prefs north 
of Potowimack, and the proceedings 
under it dilplayed fo much malig- 
nancy that it will fhortly be exe- 
crated throughout the Union, as 
much as it is difapproved of in our 
flate, and in V inginia, u inder the 
terror of this law, the pref fies have 
been reftrained in a ee 
depree, and the conduct of the 
public fervants, has been fcreened 
from that publicinvefligation, with- 
out which itis impofhble that we 
my fellow citizens caw exercife our 
high privilege of voting at an elec- 
tion to congrefs or to the prefide n- 
ty. But while the executive ad- 
miniltration and its friends punifh 
others for fcrutinizing on their po- 
litical conduQ@; the abc & and ve- 
nal preffes which do the printing 
feveral ftates for the executive yt 
Miniftration are protected, in abul- 
ing and vilifying in the moft grote 
and illiberal manner the Vice- Pre- 
fident and the minorities in both 
houfes of congrefs, the republican 
governors of ftates, aed the Re- 
publican members of the ftate le- 
giflatures, nay the republican legif- 
latures themfelves. I fay that prin- 
ters of the latter clafs are protected 


vas 
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and the others punifhed, becaufe a 
motion was rejected in the Senate, 
which went to order Fenno, the 
printer of the United States Ga- 
zette, and who does almoft all the 
printing for the Senate, to appear 
at the bar of that houfe, to aniwer 
for the publication of a falfe, fcan- 
dalous and malicious libel upon the 
fame; when they agreed to order 

Tr. Duane of the Aurora to appear 
before them, for having publifhed 
a bill as paffed in the Senate, which 
was only onits paffage there, and 
that a member of a committee did 
not attend in that committee when 
infact hedidattend. ‘The fedition 
law is not equal in its operation but 
opprefiive Mi one party only, of 
courfe it ought to be repealed, the 
attempt was made in congrefs this 
fefion, but failed. It expires by 
its own limitation afrer the next 
Prefident of the United States fhall 
have been chofen anddeclared. It 
is‘ hoped and believed that it will 
never be revived, if a Republican 
Prefident, a Republican Houife of 
Reprefentatives, and a Republican 
Senate fhall be the choice of the 
people at the next clection. 
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ANECDOTE. 





A bluftering ftanding-army offis 
cer lately aiferted, within the hears 
ine of his Landlord (to whom he 

had juft given the put-off for his 
weekly bill) that men of his cloth 
were the “ Pitztars of the Na- 
tion.’’ * Yes,” anfwered old Draw- 
cork, “ the Caverpillars.” 
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DINWIDDIE RESOLUTIONS, 


est 021 OF) OCD OS 0 tee 
DINWIDDIE RESOLUTIONS. 


At a meeting of a number of the Freebolders of the county of Dinwiddie, 

on the 3d Mondav in November. 1798, assembled in pursuance of a pres 

wious notice, for the purpose of expr essing their opinions on the ad 2d 
nistration of the affairs of the United States. 


ButLtER CLatsorNe£, Chairman. 


Grorce 


Pecram, Secretary. 





RESOLVED, As the opin- 
ion of this meeting, that a militia 
compofed of the body of the people, 
is the proper, natural and fafe de- 
fence of a free ftate, and that regu- 
lar armies except in cafe of an in- 
vafion, or a certain profpe& of an 
invafion, are not only highly de- 
trimental to the public welfare, but 
dangero us to liberty ° 

Detrimental to the public wel- 
fare, becaufe 
heavily 


induftrious men are 
taxed to fupport thofe who 
do nothing ; becaufe indolence a- 
mong the poor is publicly encoura- 
ged; the army being an affylum 
for all who do not choofe to labor : 
becaufe the young men who form 
the mafs of an army, inftead of be- 
ing a drawback on the produclive 
labor of the community, might be 
more benefici tally employed in fup- 
porting by theirindu ifty ry themfelves 
and their families, and payee > their 


proportions of the public debt : be- 
caule the fame object, terneediie te 
defence again{t a fudden avaner) 
might be attained infinitely che: 
er, by putting arms into the han As 
of every man capable of bearin 5 
them : andbecaufe, the fpirit 

leads to war, the curfe and the dif. 
grace of humanity, is greatly 
mented by ftanding armies, to whofe 
leaders it opens a profpedt of ereat- 

+ s =) 


Ww hi if h 


eh eo 
‘ i os 


er wealth, and higher military ho» 
Nors: and 

Dangerous to liberty; becaufe 
when numerous y they | have tyran- 
nized, as the experience of all ayes 
has proved, bx oth over the people 
and the government, and when li- 
mited, have always been fublfervi- 
‘nt to the views of the executive 
de ‘partment, from which they de- 
rive their honors and emolumen’ 
becaufe thefe honors and emcius 
ments furnifh an ample fund, by 
means of which the executive 15 
enabled to reward its partifans and 


ce 
~ @ 


increafe the number of its adhee- 
rents: becaule a reonte accuftome 


ed to look for protedtion from exe 
ternal violence, toa ftanding army, 
become abject, debafed a 


ally enflav ed ; 


nd gradu- 


but knowin ig t theme 


felves to be the only defenders of 
their country, foon acquire that 


difcipline and courage, which infure 
tatety not only from foreign ene- 
mies, but domeftic tyrants; and 
becaule, military eftablifhments are 
in the ir nature propre: five, the vat 
expente attending them, producing 
ditcontent and ‘difturbances, and 
thefe furnifhing a pretext for protic 
ding a force ftill more formidable; 
thus finally occafioning the opprel- 


fion, the ruin, the slavery of the 
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« Refolved as the opinion of 
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$his meeting, that the plan of efta« 
blifhing a great naval armament Is 
impolitic and pernicious ; becaule 
itenlarges flill more the fund for 
increaling executive influence: be- 
caufe the expence is incalculable, 
and in fa&t cannot be fupported by 
legitimate taxat on: becanfe this 
country cannot hope to protect its 
commerce by a ficet. as no other 
country has ever done fo, or to 
guard trom invation a coaft fitteen 
hundred miles in extent; beceufe 
it will teach the people to look for 
protection, not in themfelves, their 
patriotifin, their union, and their 
courase ; but ina fyftem in which 
they will not find it; becaufe if 
the puople of the United States, 
following the councils of their late 
prefident, avoid all political con- 
nections, with European powers, 
they may realonably expect to be 
feldom involved in the calamities 
of war, and having, fortunately, no 
iflands in the Weft-Indies, or Med- 
iterranean, to defend, or conquefts 
in the eaft to maintain, their fhips 
mutt perifhinthe intervals of peace, 
to be preferved at an expence no 
lefs monftrous than unneceffary : 
and becaufe experience has proved 
that even in a country whole exif- 
tence is adm tted now to depend 
on a fleet, feamen cannot be obtain- 
ed, but by impreffments, incompati- 
ble with Jaw. liberty and humanity. 

When therefore the navy of the 
United States is competent to the 
protection, not of our extenfive 
coaft, nor of ourcommerce throuch- 
out the world, but of our fea ports 
and coafting trade, from privateers 
ing and pratical depredations. it 
has attainedthe point, beyond which 
it ought not to go: beyond which 
benefit is partial, trifling, and pre- 
carious, and expenfe infupportable. 
_ 3+ Refolved alfo, As the opin- 
aon of this meeting, that the go- 
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vernment of the United States ought 
not to form an alliance with any 
Nation on earth; that the people 
of America are competent to their 
own defence 3; that they are decis 
dedly oppofed to the plan of being 
drawn into the ** foul abominations” 
of European politics, by any alliance 
with any government whatever, 
conicious that they muft pay full 
value for what they receive, befides 
being entangled in ruinous connec- 
tions.» 

They reprobate therefore the 
practice of maintaining minifters 
relident in foreign countries, in the 
extent to which it is carried by the 
executive of the United States; 
becaufe it adds itill more to the al- 
ready enormous mafs of prefiden- 
tial patronage ; becaufe every im- 
portant political view might be ac- 
complifhed by a fingle minifter ad. 
vantaceoufly ftationed, and every 
valuable commercial purpole might 
be effected under the ordinary con- 
fular eftablilhments; and becaufe 
at a time hike this, when money is 
borrowed to fupply the deficiency 
of the taxes, every expenfe not ab- 
folutely neceflary ought to be a- 
voided. 

Under thefe impreffions, they 
condemn the miffion of William 
Smith to Lifbon. and of John Quin- 
cy Adams to Berlin: becaufe there 
is but L.ttle commerce with Portu- 
eal and none w th Pruffia. In both 
cafes therefore, and efpec ally the 
latter, unlefs fome political con 
ne“ion between the two countries 
is contemplated, an event furely 
not to be apprehended, the office is 
a finecure and the falary thrown 
away 

4- Refoived alfo, as the op nion 
of this meeting, that the only pro- 
per way to raife money for nationol 
purpofes, is by taxes, duties, excifes 
and ifpoits, and thai the power of 
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borrowing money, ought not to be 
exercile: dexcept in cafes of abfolu<e 
neceffity: that if money be really 
wanted, the people ought to be 
taxed to pay it; if not oe it 
ought not to be raifed; that if the 
public exigencies are fupplied in 
the way firit mentioned, economy 
mutt be obferved: the people feel- 
ing immediately the effe& of every 
public meafure, would be that no 
unneceflary expenfe was incurred, 
and the money raifed was duly ex- 
pended; that the latter plan in- 
creafes executive influence, aug- 
nents the public debt, without the 
dire&t knowledge of the people; 
creates a paper monied intereft, al- 
ways ddverlfe to the general wel- 
fare, and thrown on pofterity a 
burthen, which muft either ruin 
them by its weight, or be fhaken 
off in the {true roles ofa revolution. 
. Refolved alto, as the 
of this meeting, that the Alien 
Bill paffed at the lait feffion of con 
grefs, i is unneceffary, repugnant t to 
humanity, and contrary to the con- 
ftitution: the firft becaufe its warm- 
eft advocates though called on, 
could mention neither perfons nor 
fats to jullify it: the fecond, 
yecaufe it fubjeA&s the  na- 
tives of foreign countries, who 
have fought here an afylum from 
perfecution, to the ds *{p ytilm ofa 
fingle individual; and the Haft, be- 
cauie the punif{hment of exile is in. 
flicted without a public accufation 
of the party in the pre ence of the 
witneffles, and a trial by jury, which 
the conftitution of the United 
States folemnly guarantees to eve- 
ry member of the community. 

6. Refolved alfo, as the opinion 
of this meeting, that the freedom 
of the prefs is the great bulwark of 
liberty, and can never be reftrained 
but by a oa yee government. 

The people here prefent, folemn- 
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lyimprefled with this momentoug 
truth, regard with aitonifhment, 
regret and indignation, the a@ of 
congrefs paficd at the laft feffion, 
commonly called the Sedition Bu, 
They denov nce it to their fellows 
citizens, as a daring and unconttis 
tutional violation of a facred and 
effential right, without which, li. 
berty, political fcience, and nation. 
al profperity ere at an end. 

At a crilis like this, it bhecomeg 
the real friends of order, of liberty 
and of equal government, to come 
forward with an unequivocal declas 
ration of their fentiments and withe 
es. The people of Dinwiddie there- 
fore now affembled, folemnly aver 
that their minds are impreffed with 
affeCtion and goed will towards 
their fellow citizens from Georgia 
to New- Ha amp! thi re, and that they 
have no doubt either as to the ims 
po rtance or neceility of union bes 


tween tJ 1tat Se s 

They declare that they are exe 
clufively attached to their own 
country; that they abhor the idea 


of foreign influence, and that they 
will be at all times re sady to Fappory 
their government, and to unite with 
their fellow citizens in repelling it, 
whether fought to be eftablithed by 
force or by ntripuice 

They reprobate the practice, of 
which the example has been given 
by the executive department, of 
uling intemperate and abufive ex- 
pretlions towards the French repub- 
lice The language of reproach, 
will not afford relief to America, 
nor comvel France from terror, to 
adopt a fyflem of moderation, juf- 
tice, and good faith. It can only 
tend to irritate a nation al ways 
proud of its ftrength and its re- 
fources, and now Aill more proud 
of its victories and fuccefs. 


But as thofe who have exercifed. 


here the privilege of freemen, in 
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goniemning the meafures of their 
ewn government, have been flig- 
mati a -d. as the ene.nies of the U- 
nited States, and the partifans of 
France, the freeholders ot Dinwid- 
die, though they reprobate the fa- 
tal iteps which led to the prefent 
eri is, are unanimous in faying, that 
the y will be among the firft: Oo r= 
filtthe invaders of their country, 
and that they confider the rcfufal 
ef the French Directory to receive 
our late. envoys, as a yiolation of 
the law of nations, and the rights 
of hamaiity e 

They confidently aver that they 
Hlefpife and hate fedition. riot, and 
infurredion, and condemn calum- 
nies againit individuals or the go- 
verniment, as much as thote who 
palfed the law to punth the offen- 
ces; deriving their fubfiftence from 
their lands and their happinefs from 
their famihes, they kne w fall well 
the importance cf order} and the 
bleffings sof tranguility; but valu. 
ing life, only as it is connected 
with law and liberty,. they think it 
aduty which they owe to them- 
elves, to protect their rights from 
violation, and to tranimit them un- 
impaired to their children: ard 
this dyty, nothing but difpair, fhall 
deter thém from perfor ininzge 

They condemn therefore, after 
the moft mature deliberation, fo 
much of the law laf mentioned as 
relates to libels. 

iit. Becaufe congrefs poffefles no 
power, but what is expreisly given, 
or is neceflary to carry agiven pow- 
er into effeG, and the power of pu- 
nifhing libels is not exprefsly given 
hor neceffary to carry a given pow- 
er into effect. | 

2dly. Becaufe the conftitution of 
the United Statesexpretsly declares 
gat conerefs fhall make 20 law a- 
bridging the freedom of fpeech or 
ef the prefs, 
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And 3dly. Becaufe it is a direct 
and palpable vies of every 
principle of republicanifm, policy3 
and common fenfe; that the Re- 
prefentatives, the Senators, and 
Prefident, who, whatever they may 
think to the contrary, are the truf- 
tees and fervants of the people,.and 
re{ponlible to them for their mifs 
condu&, fhould pafs a law to pros 
ted themfelves Sr esaah cen{ure ~and 
their conduct frem enquiry. 

The freeholders of Dinwiddie, 


vie wing this meafure of the governs — 


ment as a blow which {trikes at the 
vitals of t he_confti tution, and the 
liberty of the people, cannot res 
main calm {pectators of the event. 
They folemnly, in the facred naineg 
of liberty, and domeftice peace, ad- 
jure the concrels of the United 


States, to repeal this law: they 


moft ferioufly declare, that the pube 
lic tranquility has been greatly dif 
tu bed, a ad tke p sub lic h Lappine hs 
greatyy impaired, by - the invafion of 
ariznt, which the Rate convention 
of 1775, the convention of 1788, 
and the congrefs. of 1789 have con 
curred, in alluring them, qyzht,to 
be he 44 in the higheft eftimatic ‘- : 
and they do not hefitate to lay’y 
that unlefs a change takes place, 
the peace and welfare of the unioag 
are endangered, merely to.prelerve 
a law, with forty of the reprefens 
tatives of the people have oppofed 
as unconflitutional, and which the 
warmetft friends of the adiminiftra- 
tion, concede to, be not only unne- 
ceffary but pernicious. 
Ifthis appeal to the tavegrilp 
and patriotifm of congrefs, though 
heard, fhall be difreg arded, the pe O<« 
ple of D: uwiddie, look up at this 
awful moment with no lefs confi-e 
dence than pleafure, to the genera 
affembly of Virginia, the members 
of which have alwavs proved thems. 
felves the faithful fervants of their 
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conftituents,'and the decided friends 
of liberty and the conftitution.— 
They are now folemnly required to 
protect, as they are bound to do, 
the rights of their fellow-citizens, 
and the people here prefent, with 
one voice pledge themfelves to fup- 
port fuch meafures as their greater 
experience and better judgment 
fhall dire&. 

The freedom of the prefs, it 
would be cowardice, it would be 
facrilege to furrender. 

7. Refolved alfo, as the opinion 
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of this meeting, that there is or; 


and only one. way to prevent ute 


conftitutional laws; and the perpes 
tuation of the prefent fyftem o 
debts, taxes ftanding armies, naval 
armaments, foreign intercourfe, and 
executive infinence, and that is, by 
an annual elefion of reprefenta 
tives and fenators. 

The foregoing refolutions were 
unanimoufly agreed to, this r6th , 
day of November, 1798. 

BuittER CLatsorne, Chie 
Grorct PecRAmM, Sece 
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LAW OF 


THE UNITED STATES, 


ake © GD O ieee 


SIX?H CONCRESS OF THE 


UNITED SFATESe 


At the first session, begun and held at the City of Philadelphia, rt the 
state of Pensylvania, on Monday the second of December, one 
thousand seven hundred and ninety-nine. 
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'. LAW TO ESTADBLISH AN UNIFORM 


SYSTEM OF BANKRUPTCY 


THROUGHOUT THE UNITED STATES. 


Sec. 1. BE it enacted by the Se- 
nate and House of Representatives 
of the United States of America, in 
Corgress assembled, That from and 
after the firft day of June next, if 
any merchant or other perfon, re- 
fiding within the United States, 
actually ufing the trade of merchan- 
dize, by buying and felling in grofs 
or by retail. or dealing in exchange 
or asa banker, broker, factor, un- 
derwriter, or marine infurer, fthall, 
With intent unlawfully to delay or 
defraud his or her creditors, depart 
from the ftate in which fuch perfon 
wfually refides, or remain abfent 
therefrom, or conceal him or her- 
felf therein, or keep his or her 


houfe, fo that he or fhe cannot be 
taken or ferved with procefs,. or 
willingly or fraudulently procure 
him or herfelf to be arrefted, or his 
or her lands, goods, money or chate 
tels to be attached, fequeftered or 
taken in execution, or fhall fecret- 
ly convey his or her goods out of 
his or her houfe, or conceal them to 
prevent their being taken in execu- 
tion, or make or caufe to be made, 
any fraudulent conveyance of his 
or her lands or chattels, or make or 
admit any falfe or fraudulent fecue 
rity or evidence of debt, or beinf 
arrefted for debt, or having furréh- 
dered him or herfelf in difcharge of 
bail, thall remain ia prifon owe 











months or more, or efcape theres 
from, or whofe lands or etleAs be- 
ing attached by procefs ifluing out 


oi, or returnable to any court of 


common law, fhall not, within two 
months atter written notice there- 
of, enter fpecial bail and diffolve 
the fame, or in diftri€ts in which 
attachments are not diffolved by 
the entry of {pecial bail, being ar- 


refted for debt after his or her lands - 


and effects, or any part thereof, 
have been attached for a debt or 
debts amounting to one thoufand 
dollars or upwards, fhall not, upon 
notice of fuch attachment, give 
fufherent fecurity for the payment 
of what may be recovered in the 
fuit in which he or fhe fhall be ar- 
refted, at or before the return day 
of the fame, to be approved, by the 
judge of the difiri, or fome judge 
of the court out of which the pro- 
eefs iffued. upon which he is arreft- 
ed, or to which the fame fhali be re- 
turnable, every fucl perfon fhall be 
deemed and adjudg ged a bankrupt : 
Provided, That no perfon fhall be 
—_ to a commifiion of bankrupt. 
y, if the petition be not preferred 
in manner hereinafter dire®ed, 
Within fix months after the a& of 
bankruptcy committed. 
Sec. 2. Aid be it further enacted, 
- — the judge of the diftri court 
fthe United States, for the diftri& 
hare the debtor refides, or ufually 
efided at the time of committing 
the a& of bankruptcy, upon peti- 
tion, in writing, againft fuch per- 
fon or perfons being bankrupt, to 
him to be exhibited by any one cre- 
ditor,or by a greater number, being 
partners, whofe fingle debt amount 
toone thoufand dollars, or by two 
creditors whofe d+ bts fall amount 
to one thoufand five hundred dol- 
lars, or by more than two creditors 
whofe debts fhall amount to two 
thoufand dollars, fhail have power, 
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by commiffion under his hand and 
feal, to appoint fuch good and fub- 
ftantial perfons, being citizens of 
the United States, and refident in 
fuch diftrit, as fuch judge fhall 
deem proper, not exceeding three, 
to be commiflioners of the faid 
bankrupt, and in cafe of vacancy 
or refufal to a&t, to appoint others, 
from time to tiwe, as occafion may 
require; Provided aways, That 
before any commiffion fhall iffue, 
the creditor or creditors petitioning 
fhall make affidavit or folemn affire 
mation before the faid judge, of the 
truth of his, her or their debts, and 
give bond, to be taken by the faid 
judge, in the name and for the be~ 
nefit of the faid party, fo charged 
as a bankrupt, and in fuch penalty ’ 
and with fuch furety as he fhall re« 
quire, to be conditioned for the 
proving of his, her or their debts, 
as well before the commiffioners, as 
upon atrial at law, in cafe the due 
iffuing forth of the faid commiflion 
fhall be contefted, and alfo for prove 
ing the party a bankrupt, and to 
proceed on fuch commiflion, in the 


manner herein prefcribed. And it 


fuch debt fhall not be really due, or 
after fuch commitiion taken out, it 
cannot be preved that the party was 
a bankrupt, then the faid judge 
fhall, upon the petition of the par- 
ty aggrieved, ‘n cafe there be oc- 
cafion, deliver fuch bond to the faid 
party, who may fue thereon and re- 
cover fuch damages, under the pe- 
nalty of the fame, as, upon trial a¢ 
law, he fhall make appear he has 
fuftained, by reafon of any breach 
of the condition thereof. 

Sec. 3. And be it further enacted, 
That before the commiffioners fhall 
be capable of acting, they fhall re- 
fpetively, take and fubfcribe the 
following oathor affirmation, which 
fhall be adminiftere d by the judge 
ifying the commiinen, or, by any 
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of the judges of the fupreme court 
of the United States, or any judge, 
juftice, or chancellor of any ftate 
court, and filed in the office of the 
clerk of the diftri court: “ I A. 
B. do {wear or affirm, that I will 
faithfully, impartially, ‘and honeft- 
hy according to ‘the beft of my 
fkill and kno ywledge, execute the 
feveral powers and truft repofed in 
mie, as acommifhoner in a commit- 
fion of bankruptcy againft | 
and that without favor or 
affeiion, prejudice or malice.’ 
And the commifnoners who fhall be 
f.drn as aforetaid, fliall proceed as 
foon as’ may be, to execute the 
f*me, and upon due examination, 
and tufficient caute appearing a- 
gainft the party charged, fhall and 
may declare him or her to be bank- 
tupt: Pro vided, That before duch 
examination be had. reafonahle no- 
tice thereof, in fhall be 
delivered to the perfon charged 
abankrupt, or he or the be not 
found at bis or her ufual 
abode, to on perfon of the fami- 


writing, 


Iv above the ave of twelve vears, or 
if nofuch’ perfon appear, fhall be 
fixed atthe front or other publie 
deor ot the houfe, in which he or 
She ufually refides, and thereupon 
it fhall- bein the power of fuch per- 
fon fo charged as aiorefaid, to de- 
mand, before or at the time ap. 
pees tor fuch exa mination, that 

a jury be impannelled to enquire ins 
to the fa& or fa&ts alledged as the 
caules for ifluing the comimiffion; 
and on {uch demand heing made, 
the enquify fhall be had before the 
judge granting the commiffion, at 
fuch trme as he may direct, and in 
that cafe, fuch perfon fhall not be 
declared bankrupt, unlefs by the 
verdict of the jury, he or fhe fhall 
be found to be within the defcrip- 
tion of this aét. and fhall be con- 
vidied of fome one of the acts: de- 


place of 
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feribed in the firft feGion of this 
aét: Provided also, That any coms 
milion which fhall be taken ‘ont ag 
aforefaid, and which fhall not be 
proceeded in as aforefaid, within .@ 
days thereafter, may be fuperceded 
by the faid judge, who fhall have 
granted the fame, upon the appli- 
cation of the party thereby charged 
as a bankrupt, orofany creditor of 
fuch perfon, unlefs'the delay fhall 
hase been unavoidable, or apn a 
ult occalione 

Sec. 4. And be it further enacted, 
That the commifiioners: fo to be 
appomnted, ihall have power, torths 
with, after they have declared 
fuch perfon a bankrupt, to caufe to 
be apprehended, by warrant under 
their hands and feals the body of 
fuch bankrupt wherefoever he be 
found, within the United States; 
Provided, they fliall think, that 
there is reafon to -apprehend that 
the faid bankrupt intends to-abs 
feond or conceal him or herfelf, 
andincafe it be neceflary, in order 
to take the body of the faid bank. 
rupt, fhall have power to canfe the 
doors of the dweHing houle of faid 
bankrupt to be broken, or the doors 
of any other houfe in which he or 
ihe fhall be found. 
» Sec.'5. And be it further enacted, 
That it thal] be the duty of the 
commifhoners fo to be apporntedy 
forthwith, after they have declared 
fuch perfon a bankrupt, and they 
fhall have power, to take into their 
poffefion, all the eftate, real and 
perfonal,ofevery nature anddefecrip- 
tion towhich the faid bankrupt may 
be entitled, either in law or equity, 
in any manner whatfoever, and 
caufe the fame to be inventoried 
and appraifed: to the beft value, 
Chis or her neceflary wearing appa- 
rel, of the wife and childre 5 and 
neceffary beds and bedding of fuch 
bankr upt only excepted) ‘and alfs 
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to take into poffefiion, and fecure, 
all deeds and books of account, pa- 
pers and writings belonging to {uch 
pankrupt ; and fhall caufe the fame 
to be fately kept, until aflignees 
fhall be chofen or appointed, in 
wanner herein after provided. 

Sec. Oe: And be :¢ further enacted, 
That the faid comm:ffioners fhall 
forthwith, after they have declared 
such perion a bankrupt, caufe due 
and fufhcient public notice thereof 
to be given, and in fuchnotice fhall 
appoint foe Convenient time and 
place for the creditors to meet, in 
order tq choote an affignee or af 
fiznees of the faid bankr upt’s eflate 
and ettects jrmeat which meeting the 
faid commitiioners fhall admit the 
creditors of fuch bankrupt to prove 
their debts ;-~and where any credi- 
tor fhall refide ata diftance from 
the place of fuch meeting, fhall al- 
low the debt of fuch creditor to be 
proved by oath or affirmation, made 
before fome competent authority, 
and duly certified, and shall permit 
any perfon duly authoriled by let- 
ter of attotney trom iuch creditor, 
due proof of the e: xecution of fuch 
letter of attorney being firft made, 
to vote in the siden of an allienee 
or afhonees of fuch bankrupt’s ef- 
tate and effects, in the place and 
ftead of fuch creditor : and the faid 
¢ommiflioners fhall aflien, transfer 
or deliver over, all and fingular the 
faid bankrupt's eftate and effects, 
aforefaid, with all muniments and 
evidences thereof, to fuch perfon or 
perfons as the major part, in value, 
of fuch creditors, according to the 
feveral debts then proved, {hall 
Chufe as aforefaid: Provided al. 
ways, thatin fuch choice, no vote 
hallbe given by, or in behalf of 
any creditor whofe debt fhall not 
amount to two hundred dollars. 

Sec. 7. Provided always, and be 
it further enacted, That it fhall be 
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lawful for the faid commiffioners, 
as often as they fliall fee caufe, for 
the better preferving and fecuring 
the bankrupt’s eflate, before afiige 
nees {hall be chofen as aforefaid, 
immediately to appoint one or more 
afflignee or aflignees, of the eftate 
and effects aforefaid, or any part 
thereof; which aflignee or aflig- 
nees aforefaid, or any of them, may 
be removed at the meeting of the 
creditors, fo. to be appointed as a- 
forefaid, for the choice of aflignees, 
if fuch creditors, entitled to vote as 
aforefaid, or the major part, in va- 
lue, of them, fhall think fit; and 
fuch affiznee or aflignees as fhall be 
{fo removed, fhall deliver up all the 
eftate and efiects of {uch bankrupt, 
which fhall have come to his or 
their hands or poffeffion, unto fuch 
other affienee or aflignees as fhall 
be cholfen by the creditors asafore- 
faid; and all fucheftate and effeis 
fhall be, to all intents and purpoles, 
as effectually and legally vefted in 
fuch new affignee or aflignees, as 
if the firftaflignment had been made 
to him or them, by the {aid commif- 
fioners; and if fuch firft aflignee 
or aflignees fhall refute or neglect, 
for the {pace of ten days next af- 
ter notice, in writing, from fuch 
new affignee or aflignees, of their 
2ppointment, as aforefaid, to deli- 
ver asda as aforefaid all the eflate 
and effects, as aforefaid, every fuch 
aunet ¢ or > isin sy fhail, reipec- 
tively, forfeit a fum not exceeding 
five thowand dollars, for the ule of 
the creditors, and fhall moreover be 
liable for the property fo detained. 
Sec. 8. And be it further enacied, 
That at any time, previous to the 
clofing of the accounts of the faid 
aflignee or aflignecs, fo chofen as 
aforefaid, it {hall be lawful for fuch 
creditors of the bankrupt, as are 
hereby authorifed to'vote in the 
choice of affignees, or the me ajor 
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part of them, in wilue, at a reg cular 
meeting of the faid creditors. t be 
called fot that purpofe, by the faid 
commiffioners, or by one fourth, in 
value, of fuch creditors, to remove 
all or any of the affignees cholen as 
aforetuid, and to chufe one or more 
in his or their place and itead: and 
fuch affignee or aflignees as fhall 
be fo removed, fhill ‘deliver up all 
the eflate and effects of fuch bank- 
rupt, which fhall have come into 
his or their hands or poffefiion, un- 
to fuch new affiznee or affignees as 
fhiall be chofen by the ereditore s, at 
fuch meeting ; and all fuch eftate 
and eff-&s fh ll be, to all intents 
and purpofes, as effectually and le- 

gally veite d in fuch new afficnee or 
affitnees, as if che firft affiznment 
had been made t» him or them, by 


the faid commiffioners: And if 


fuch former aflirnee or affionees 
fha!l refufe or nezle@, for the {pace 
of ten days next after notice, in 
writine, from fuch new affirnee or 
ath Enees, of their appointirent, as 

aforefaid, to deliver over. as afore. 
fiid: all the eftate and 4ffe 4s afore- 
fiid, every fuch former aflignee or 
affivnees, fhall, refpectively, forfe.t 
a fum not exceeding five thoufand 
dollirs, for the ufe of the creditors, 
and fhall moreover be liable fur the 
property fo d tained. 

Sec. 9. And be it further enacted, 
That heer a new ailignee or 
affignees fhall be chofen as afore. 
faid, no fuit at law or in equity 
fhall be thereby abated, but it {hall 
and may be lawful for the court in 
which any fuit may depend, upon 


the fucrgeftion of a removal of a 
former affignee or affiznees and of 


the appointment of anew aflirnee 


or affiznees, to allow the name of 


th 
fuch new afi nee or affienees, to 
be fubftituted in place of ie name 
or names of the tormer 
affizgnees; and thereupon the fuit 


afienee e or 
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fha'! be profecuted in the name a 
names of the new aflignee or affte. 
nees, in the fame manner as if he 
or they had originally commenced 
the fuit in his or their own names. 

Sec. 10, And be tt further énacte 
ed, That the aflignment or affign. 
ments of the commiflicners of the 
bankrupt’s eflate and etfects as av 
forelaid, made as aforefaid, fhall 
be good at law or in equity, againk 
the bankrupt, and all perfons claim. 
ing by, from or under fuch bank. 
rupt, by any aci done at the time, 
orafter he fhall have committed the 
act of bankruptcy, upon which the 
commiflion iffued. Provided 
ways, Thatin cafe of a bona fide 
purchafe made defore the issuing of 
the commission from or under fuck 
bankrupt for valuable eonfiderati- 
on, by anv perfon having no know. 
ledge, information or notice of any 
act of bankruptcy committed, fuch 
purchalfe fhall not be invalidated or 
impeached. 

ec. the And be it further enacts 

ed, That the faid commiffioners 
fhall have power by deed or deeds, 
under their hands and feals, to al 
fien and convey to the aflignee or 
ailignees, to be appointed or cho- 
fen as aforefaid, any lands, tenes 
ments, or hereditaments, which 
fuch bankrupt fhall be feized of, or 
entitled to, fee tail, at law, or in 


equity, in poffeffion, remainder, or 


reverfion, for the benefit of the 
creditors, and all fuch deeds being 
duly executed and recorded accord 
ing to the laws of the ftate within 
which fuch lands tenements or he- 
reditaments, mav be fituate, fhall 
be good and effectual againft all 
perfons whom the faid bankrupt, 
by common recovery, or other 
means, might or could bar of any 
e late, right, title, or pofibility of 

rin the faid lands, tenements of 
h ereditamentse 
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Sec. 12. And be it further enatt- 
é@, That ifany bankrupt fhall have 
conveyed or aflured any lands, 
goods or efiate, unto any petfon, 
tpon condition or power of redemp- 
tion, by payment of money or o- 
therwife, it fhall be lawful fer the 
commiffioners, or for any perton 
by them duly authorifed for that 
purpote, by writing, under their 
hands and feals, to make tender of 
money or other performance ac- 
cording to the nature of fuch con: 
dition, as fully as the bankrupt 
might have dene, and the commit: 
Soners, after fuch performance or 
tender, fhall have power to affign 
fuch Tands, poods and eftate, for 
the benefit of the creditors, as ful- 
ly and efleCtually as any other part 
of the eftate of fuch bankrupt. 

Sec. 13- And be it further enact- 
ed, That the commillioners afore- 
faid, fhall have power to affign, for 
the ufe aforefaid, all the debts due 
to fuch bankrupt, or to any other 
perfon for his or her ufe or berefit, 
which aflignment fhall veit the pro- 
perty and right thereof in the affig- 
nee or affignees of fuch bankrupt, 


‘as fully as if the bond, judement, 


tontract or claim had originally be- 
longed or been made ‘to the faid 
aflignees, and after aflignment, nei- 
ther the faid bankrupt, nor any 
perfon acting as truftee for him or 
* fhall have power to recover or 
difcharge the fame, nor fhall the 
fame be attached as the debt of the 
faid bankrupt, but the affignee or 
affiznees aforefaid, fha!l have fuch 
temedy to recover the fame, in his 
or their own name or names, as 
fuch bankrupt might or could have 
had, if no commiflion of bankrupt- 
ty had iffved; and when any ation 
in the name of fuch bankrupt fhall 
have been commenced and fhall be 
pending for the recovery of any 
Wcbt or effets of fuch bankrupt, 
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which fhall be affiened or fhall of 
might become vetted in the affignee 
or aflignees of fuch bankrupt as a- 
fore fa. 4, then fuch affignee or af- 
fignees, may Claim to be, and fhall 
be, therevpon admitted to profe- 
cute fueh a@icn in his or their 
name, forthe ule and benefit of 
the creditors of fuch bankrupt: and 
the fame judgment fhall be renders 
ed in fuch agtion, and all attach. 
ments or other fecurity taken there. 
in, fhall be in like manner holden 
and liable, as if the faid a@tion had 
been originally commenced in the 
name of fuch affignee or affignees, 
after the original plaintiff therein 
had mecome a bankrupt as afore. 
faid: Provided, That where adeb- 
tor fhall have, dona fide. paid his 
debt to any bankrupt, without no- 
tice that fuch perfon was b: ankrupt, 
he or the fhall not be liable to pay 
the fame tothe affignee oraflignees. 

Sece 14+ ind oe tt further enact- 
ed, Vhat if complaint fhall be made 
or information given to the come 
miffioners, or if they fhall have 
good reafon to believe or iulped, 
that any of the property, goods, 
chattels or debts of the bankrupt, 
are in the poffeffion of any other 
perfon, or that any perfon is indebs 
ted to, or for the ule of the bank- 
rupt, then the faid commiflioners 
fhall have power to fummon, or 
caufe to be fummoned, by ‘their 
attorney or other perfon duly au- 
thorized by them, all fuch perfons 
before them, or the judge of the 
diftrict where fuch perfon fhall re- 
fide, by fuch procefs or other means, 
as they fhall think convenient, and 
upon their appearance to cxamine 
them by parol or by interrogato- 
ries, in writing, on oath or aflirm- 
ation, which oath or affirmation 
they are hereby empowered to ad« 
minifter refpefing the knowledge 
of allfuch property, goods, chat. 
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tels and debts ; ; and if fuch perfon 
fall refule to be fworn or aflirmed, 
and to make anfwer to fuch quel- 
tions, or interrogatories, a€ ihall 
be adminiftered, and to fubfcribe 
the faid anfwers, or upon examina- 
tion, fhall not declare the whole 
truth, touching the fubje&t matter 
of fuch examination, then it thall 
be lawful for the coniniffioners, or 
judge, to. commit fuch perfen to 
prifon, there to be detained until 
they fhail fubmit themfelves to be 
examined in manner aforefaid, and 
they fhall moreover, forfeit double 
the value of all the aur goods, 
chattels and debts, them con- 
cealel.  - . 
Sec. 1S- And be it fur ther enac- 


ted, That if any of the aforefaid 


perfons fhall, after legal fummons 
to appear before the commiffioners 
or judge, to be examined, refule to 
attend, or fhali not atcend at the 
time appointed, having no fuchim- 
pediment as fhall be allowed of by 
the commiflioners or judge, it fhall 
be lawful for the {aid commiffion- 
ers or judge, to direct their war- 
rants to fuch perlon or perfong, as 
by them fhall be thought proper, 
to apprehend fuch perions as fhall 
refule to appear, and to bring, them 
before the commiffioners or judge, 
to be ex mined, and upon their re- 
fufal to come, to commit - chem to 
prifon, until they fhall fubmit them- 
felves to be examined, according to 
the direGtions of thisact: P rovided, 
that fuch witnefles as (hall be fo 
fent for, fhall be allowed fuch com- 
nfation as the commiflioners, or 
judge fhall think fit, tobe rateably 
hake by the creditors; and if an Ly 
perfon, other than the bankrupt, ei- 
ther by fubordination of others, or 
by his or her own a, fhall wilful- 
ly or corruptly commit perjury on 
fuch examination, to be taken be- 


fore the coiumiilioners as aforefaid, 
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the party fo offending, and all per? 


fons who fhall procure any perfog 
to commit fuch perjury, fhall og 
conviction thereot be fined not ex. 
ceeding four thoufand dollars, and 
imprifoneduotexcecding two years, 
and moreover fhall, in either cafe 


be rendere d incapable of being 4 


- witnels in any court of record. 


Sec. 16. And be it furth er enaty 
ted, 'That.if any perfon or perfons 
{hall fraudulently, or collufively 
claim any debts, or claim or detaig 
any real or perfonal, eftate of the 
bankrupt, every tuch perfon hail 
forfeit double the value thereof, to 
and for the ufeof the creditors. . 

Secs 17 72 And be it fur ther cide 
ed, Yhat if any perfcon; prior to 
his or her becoming a bankrupt, 
{hall convey to,any of his or her 
children, or other per fons, any lands 
or goods, or transier his or hes} 
debts or demands into other perfon's 

namea, With intent to. defraud his 
or ber SEPAALOFS, the commiffioners 
fall have power to affign the fame, 
in as Bat a manner as if the 
bankrupt had been actually feized 
or pofleffed thereof. 

Sec. 18. And. be it further enace 
ted, That if any perion or perfong 
who fhall become bankrupt. withi 
the utent and meaning of this- ad, 
and againft whom a commiffion of 
bankruptcy fhall. be duly, iffued, 
upon which commiffion fuch, perfon 
or perfons, fhall be declared banks 
rupt, fhall not within forty two days 
after notice thereof, in writing, to 
be left at the ufnal place of abodg 
of {uch perfon or perfois, or perios 

nal notice in cafe fuch_perfon or 
perfons be then in prifon, ,and no- 
tice given in fome. gazette, that 
fuch commifiion hath been iued, 
and af the time and place of meete 
ing of the commiffioners, furrens 
der him or herfelf to the faid coms 
miffloners, and fig’n or fub{cribe fuclt 
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vied from time to time, upon oath 
dr folemn affirmation; by and be- 
fore fuch commiffioners, and in/all. 
things conform:to the provifions of 
this a&ty and alfo upon fach his of 
her examination, fully and _truly 
difclofé atid difcover ail his or hér 
effects and eftate real and perfonal, 

and how, aid in what manner) to 
whom and upon what confiderati- 
on, and at what time or times he 
or fhe hath difpefed of, affigned of 
transferred ary of his or her goods, 
wares or merchandize, monies: a 
other effets and eftates, and of all 

books, papers and writings, relat- 
ing thereunto, of which he or fhe 
was poileffed, or in or to which he 
or fhe was in any ways intérefted or 
entitled, or. which any perfon of 
perfons fhall then have, or fhall 
have had in truft for himor her, or 
for his or her afe, at any time be- 
fore or after the iffuing of the fuid 
commiffion, or whereby fuch bank- 
rupt, or his or her family then hath, 
ot may have. or expe&t any profit, 
pofiibility of profit, benefit or ad- 
vantage whatloever, except only 
fach part of hig or her eftate and 
effects, as fhall have been really and 
bona fide before fold and. difpofed 
of, in the way of his or her trade 
and dealings, and except fiich fums 
of money as fhall have beer laid out 
inthe ordinary expenfes of his or 
her family, and alfo upon fat¢h ex- 
amination, execute in due form of 
law, fuch conveyance, affurarice, 
and affignment of his or her eftate, 
whatfoevet and wherefoever, as 
fhall be devifed and diréGted by the 
commiflioners; to veft the fame in 
the affienees, their heirs, &kecu- 
tors, adminifirators and affigns for 
ever, in truft for the ufe of all and 
every the creditors of fuch bank- 
rapt, who fhall come in and prove 
their debts under the commifiicn ; 


fartender; and fubmit to be exami= 
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anid deliver up unto the commiffis 
oners, all fuch part of his or her 
the faid bankrupt’s goods, wares; 
merchandizes, money, effets and 
eftate, and all books, papers and 
writings relating thereunto, as at 
the time of fuch examination, fhall 
bé in his or her poffeffion, euflody or 
power (his or her necéffary Wearing 
apparel, and thé nécéflary wearing 
apparel of the wife, -and children, 
and rieceffary beds and bedding of 
{uch bankruvt only excepted) Shit 
he or fhe, the faid bankrupt, upon 
the conviction of dny wilful de- 
t2ult, or omiflior iff any of the 
matters: or thines aforefaid, thal 
bé adjudged a fraudulent bankrupt; 
and’ fhall fuffer imprifonrent for a 
term not lefs than ‘twelve months, 
not exceeding teh years, and fhall 
not, atany time after, be entitled 
to the benefits of this at: Provids 
ed always, That in café any banks 
rupt fhall be in prifon er cuftody at 
tie time of ifaing fuéh commifvia 
on, artd is willing ' to furrender and 
fubmit to be examined; accordin 
to the directions of this act, and 
can be brought before the faid com- 
miffiohers and ¢reditors for that 
purpofe, the expenfe thereof fhalt 
be paid out of the faid bankrupt’s 
effets, and in cafe fuichi bankrap¢ 
is inexecution, orcannot be brought 
before the commit Monier’, that then 
the faid commiffidners, of fome on@ 
of them, fhail from cine to time, 
attend the faid bankrupt in prifon 
or cuftody, and take hisor her dif. 


‘covery as in other cafes; and the 


affignees, or one of them, or fome 
perfon appointed by them, fhall ate 
tend fach bankrupt in prifon or evfs 
tody, and produce his or her books, 
papers and writings, in order to 
enable him or het to prepare his or 
her difcovery, a copy whereof the 
faid affignees fhall apply for, and 
the faid bankrupt fhall deliver to 
Vv 
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them or their order, within a rea- 
fonable time, after the fame fhall 
have been required. 

Sec. 196 And be it further enac- 
ted, That the faid commiffioners 
fhall appoint, within thie faid forty. 
two days fo- limited as aforefaid, 
for the bankrupt to furrender and 
conform as aforefaid, not lefs than 
three feveral meetings for the pur« 
poles aforefaid, the third of which 
meetings fhall be on the laft of the 
{aid forty-two days; Provided al- 
ways, that the judge of the diftrict 
within which fuch commiflion if- 
fues, fhall have power to enlarge 
the time fo limited as aforefaid, 
for the ,parpofes aforefaid, as he 
fhall think fit, not. exceeding fifty 
days, to be computed from the end 
of the faid forty two days, fo as 
fuch order for enlarging the time 
be made at leaft fix days before the 
expiration of faid term. 

Sec. 20. And be it further ens 
acted, That it fhall be lawful for 
the commiffioners, or any other 
perfon or officers; by them to be 
appointed, by their warrant, under 
their hands and feals, to break open 
in the daytime, the houfes, cham- 
Lers,fhops, warehoufes,doors,tranks 
or chefts, of the bankrupt, where 
any of his or her goods or eftate, 
deeds, books of account or writings, 
fhall be, and to take poffeffion of 
the goods, money, and other eftate, 
deeds, books of account or writings 
of fuch bankrupt. 

Sec. 21. And be it further enac- 
ted, That, if the bankrupt fhall re. 
fule to be examined, or to anfwer 
fully, or to fubfcribe his or her exa- 
mination as aforefaid, it fhall be 
lawful for the commiffioners to 
commit the offender to clofe im- 
prifonment, until he or fhe fhall 
conform him or herfelf; and if the 
faid bankrupt fhall fubmit to be ex- 
amined, and upon his or her exa- 
mination it fhall appear that he 
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or fhe hath committed . wilful 
or corrupt perjury, he or fhe may 
be indicted therefor, and being 
theréof convicted, fhall fuffer im- 
prifonment for a term not le{s than. 
two years, Nor exceeding ten years. 

Sec. 226 And be it further enacs 
ted, That every bankrupt, having 
furrendered, fhall, at al! feafonable 
times before the expiration of the 
faid forty-two days, as aforefaid, 
or of fuch further time as fhall be 
allowed to finifh his or her examis 
nation, be at liberty to infpe& his 
or hér books and writings, in ihe 
prefence of fome perfon to be ap. 
pointed by the commiffioners, and 
to bring with him or her, for his or 
her affiftance; fuch perfons as he or 
fhe fhall think fit, not exceeding 
two at one time; and to make ex- 
tracts and copies, to enable him or 
her to make a full difcovery of his 
or her effects; and the faid bank. 
tupt fhall be free from arrefts in 
coming to furrender, and after ha- 
ving furrendered to the faid com. 
miffioners, for the faid forty-two 
days, or fuch farther time as hhall 
be allowed for the finifhing his or 
her examination ; and in cafe fuch 
bankrupt fhall be arrefted for debt, 
or taken on any efcape ‘warrant or 
execution, coming to furrender, or 
after his furrender within the time 
‘beforementioned, then on producing 
fuch fummonis or nétice under the 
hand of the commiffioners, and giv- 
ing the officer 2 copy thereof, he 
or fhe fhall be difcharged ; and in 
cafe any officer fhall afterwards de- 
tain fuch bankrupt, fuch officer 
fhall forfeit to fuch bankrupt for 
his or her own ufe, ten dollars for 
every day he fhall detain the bank- 
rupt. 

Sec. 23« And be it further enate 
ted, That every perfon who {hall 
knowingly or wilfully receive or 
keep concealed any bankrupt, fo as 
aforefaid fummoned to appear, oF 
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who fhall afift fuch bankrupt in 
concealing ‘him or herfelf, or in abe 
{conding, fhall fuffer fuch imprifone 
ment, not exceeding twelve months, 
or pay fuch fine to the United 
States, not exceeding one thoufand 
dollars, as upon conviction thereof 
fhall be adjudged. 

Sec. 24. Mud be it further enace 
ted, That the faid commiffioners 
fhall have power to examine, upon 
oath or affirmation, the wife of any 
perfon lawfully declared a bank- 
ropt, for the difcovery ot fuch part 
ofhis eftate as may be concealed or 
difpofed of by fuch wife, or by any 
other perfon ; and the faid wife thall 
incur fuch penalties for not appear- 
ing before the faid commiflioners, 
or refufing to befworn or affirmed, 
or examined, and to fubfcribe her 
examination. or for not patence | 
the truth, as by this act is provide 
againft any other perfon in like ca- 
fes. 

Sec. 25. And be it further enac- 
ted, That in cafe any perfon fhall 
be committed by the commiflioners 
for refufing to anfwer, or for not 
fully anfwering any queftion, or 
for any other caufe, the commif- 
fioners fhall, in their warrant, {pe- 
cify fuch queftion or other caufe of 
commitment. 

Sec. 26. And be it further enac- 
ted, That if after the bankrupt 
fhall have finifhed his or her final, 
examination, any other perfon or 
perfons fhall voluntarily make dif. 
covery of any part of fuch bank- 
tupt’s eftate, before unknown to 
the commiffioners, fuch perfon or 
perfons fhall be entitled to five per 
cent out of. the effects fo difcover- 
ed, and fuch further reward as the 
commiffioners fhall think proper ; 


and any truftee having notice of. 


the bankruptcy, wilfully conceal- 
ing the eftate, of any bankrupt, 
for the fpace of ten days after the 


BANKRUPT LAW, 





C 153 ) 


bankrupt fhall have finithed his fi. 
nal examination, as aforefaid, fhall 
forfeit double the value of the eitate 
fo concealed, for the benefit of the 
creditors. 

Sec. 27- And be it further enace 
ted, Thatif any perfon fhall become 
bankrupt, and at fuch time, by con- 
fent af the owner, have h's or her 
poffeffion and difpofition, any goods 
whereof he or fhe fhall he reputed 
owner, and take upon him or her- 
felf, the fale, alteration, or difpofi- 
tion thereof, as owner, the commif. 
fiqners fhall have power to afign 
the fame, for the benefit of the cre- 
ditors, as fully as any other part of 
the eftate of the bankrupt. 

/ Sec. 28. And be it further enace 
ted, That if any bankrupt, after 
the iffuing any ¢ommiffion againf 
him or her, pay to the perfon who 
fued out the fame, or give or deli- 
ver tofuch perfon, goeds or any 
other fatisfattion or fecurity for 
his or her debt, whereby fuch per- 
fon fhall prixately have and receive 
a greater proportion of his or. her 
debt than the other creditors, fuch 
preference fhall be anew ad& of 
bankruptcy, and on good proof 
thereof, fuch commiffion fhall and 
may be fupereceded, and it fhall 
and may be lawful for either. of the 
judges, having authority-to grant 
the commiffion as aforefaid, to a- 
ward any creditor petitioning a- 
nother commiffion, and, fuch per- 
fon, fo taking fuch undue fatisfac- 
tion as aforefaid, fhall forfeit and 
lofe, as well his or her whole debts, 
as the whole he or fhe fhall have 
taken.and received, and fhall pay 
back, or deliver up the fame, or 
the full value thereof, to the affig- 
nee or affignees who fhall be ap- 
pointed or chofen under {uch com- 
miffion, in manner aforcfaid, in 
truft for, and to be divided amongit 
the other creditors of the faid bank- 
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rupt, in proportion to their refpec- 
five débtgs 26 22 pPOTEo 

Sec. 29. And de it further enace 
ted, Vhatevery perfon who fhall 
be chofen affignee of the citate and 
effects of a bankrupt, fhall, at fome 


time after the expiration of four 


months, and within twelve months 
from the time of iffuing the com- 
miflion, caufe at lcaft ‘thirty days 
public riotice to be given, of the 
time and place the commiflioners 
and aflignees intend to meet, to 
make a dividend or diftribution of 
the bankrupt’s eftate and ‘effees ; 
at which “time the creditors who 
have not before proved their debts, 
fhall beat liberty to prove the fame ; 
and upon every ftich meeting, the 
affignee or affignees fhall produce 
to the commiffioners and creditors 
then prefent, fair and jult accounts 
of ali his or their receipts and pay- 
Merits, touching the’ bankrupt’s 
eftate and eff As, and of what fhall 
remain out ftanding, and the par- 
ticulars thereof, and fhall, if the 
creditors then prefent, or a major 
part of them, require the fame, be 
examined’ upon dath or folemn af- 
firmation, before the fame commil- 
fioners, touching the truth of fuch 
accounts; and in fuch accounts, 
the faid afignee or affignees fhall 
be allowed and retain a!! fuch fum 
and fums of money, as they fhail 
have paid or expended in faing out 
and’ profecuting the commiffion, 
and all other juft allowances onac- 
count of, or by reafon or means of 
their being affigneée or affignees ; 
and the faid commiffioners fhal! or- 
der fuch part of the nett produce of 
the faid bankrupt’s eftate, as’ by 
fuch accounts or otherwife fhall ap- 
pear to be in the hands of the faid 
affigneés, as thev fhall think fit, to 
be forthwith divided among fuch 
of the bankrupt’s creditors as have 
duly proved their debts under fuch 
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real or perfonal eftate of fuch bank. 


rupt, before the time he or fhe be. / 


commiffion, in proportion to their 
feveral and refpective debts: and 
the commiffioners fhall make fuch 
their order for a dividend in writing, 
under their hands, and fhal) caute 
one part of fuch order to be filed 
amongft the proceedings under the 
faid commiflion, and ‘fhall deliver 
unto each of the affignees under 
fuch commiffion, a duplicate of fuck 
their order, which order of diftribu- 
tion fhall contain an account of the 
time and place of making fuch or- 
der, and the fum total or quantum 
of all the debts proved under the 
cominiffion, and the fum total of 
thé money remaining in the hands 
of the affignee or aflignees to be di- 
vided, and how’ many per cent in 
particular is there ordered to be 
paid to every creditor of his debt; 
and the faid aflignee or afhgnees, 
in purfuance of fuch order, and 
without any deed or deeds of diftri- 
bution, to be made for the purpofe, 
fhall forthwith make fuch dividend 
and diftribution accordingly, and 
fhall take receipts, in a book to be 
kept for that purpofe, from each 
creditor, forthe part or fhare of 
fuch dividend or diftribution, which 
he or they fhall make, and pay to 
each creditor refpectivély ; and 
fuch order and receipt fhall be a 
full an d efieQualdifcharge to fuch 
afignee for fomuch ‘ashe fhall fair- 
ly pay, purfuant’to fuch order as 
aforefaid, , 
Séc. 30. And be it further enace 
ted, That within eighteen months, 
next after the iffuing of the com- 
miffion, the affignee or afligtiees 
fhall make a fecond dividend of the 
bankrupt’s eflate and effedts, in 
cafe the fame were not wholly di- 
vided vpon the firft dividend, and 
fhallcaufe dye public ‘notice to be 
given of the time and place the 
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faid commiffioners intend to meet, 
tomake a fecond diftribution of 
the bankrupt’s eftate and effects, 
and for the creditors who fhall not 
before have proved their debt., to 
come in and prove the fame; and 
atfuch meeting, the faid affignees 
fhall produce, on oath or folemn 
afirmation as aforefaid, their ac- 
counts of the bankrupt’s eftate and 
effets, and what, upon the balance 
thereof, fhall appear to be in their 
hands, fhall by like order of the 
commifRoners, be forthwith divi- 
ded amongtt fuch of the bankrupt’s 
creditors as fhall have made due 
proof of their debts, in proportion 
to their feveral and refpeCtive debts: 
which fecond dividend fhall be finai, 
unlefs any fuit at law, or equity, be 
depending, or any part of the eftate 
ftanding out, that could not have 
been difpofed of, or that the ma- 
jor part of the creditors fhall not 
have agreed to be fold or difpofed 
of, or unlefs fome other or future 
eftate or effeéts of the bankrupt 
fhall afterwards come to, or reit in 
the faid affignees, in which cafes 
the faid aflignees, fhall as foon as 
may be, convert fuch future or 
other eftate and effets into money, 
by like order of the commifsioners, 
divide the fame among fuch bank- 
fupt's creditors as fhall have made 
due proof of their debt under fuch 
commifsion. 

Sec. 31. And be it further enac- 
ted, That in the diftribution of the 
bankrupt’s effects there fhall be paid 
to every of the creditors a portion- 
rate, according to the amount of 
their refpective debts, fo that eve- 
ry creditor having fecurity for his 
deb t, by judgment, ftatute, recog- 
nizance, or fpecialty, or having an 
attachment under any of the laws 
e the individual ftates, or of the 
United States. on the eftate of fuch 
Bankrupt, (Provided there be no 
€secution executed vponany of the 
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came bankrupts) fhal! not be relie. 
ved upon any fuch judgment, fka- 
tute, recognizance, {pecialty’or at- 
tachment for more than a rateable 
part of his debt, with the other cre- 
ditors of the bankrupt. | 

Sec. 32. And be it further erate 
ted, That the afsignees fh. H keep 
one or more diftinét book or books 
of account, wherein he or they fhall 
culy enter all fums of money or ef 
fedis, which he or they fhall have 
received, or got into hs or their 
poflefsion, of the faid bankrupt’s 
eftate, to which books of account, 
every creditor who fhall have pro- 
ved his or her debt, fhall, at all rea- 
fonable times, have tree refort, and 
infpeét the fame as often as he or 
fhe fhall think fit. 


Sec. 33- And be it further enaci- 


ed, That every bankrupt, not being 
in ‘prifon or cuftody , fhall at all 
times after his furrender, be bound 
to attend the afhignee Sy upon every 
reafonable notice, in writing, for 
that purpofe, given or left at the 
ufual place of his or her abode, in 
order to affift in making out the ac- 
counts of the faid bankrupt’s eftate 
and effects, and to attend any court 
of record, to be examined touch- 
ing the fame, or fuch other bufinefs 
as the faid aflignees fhall judge ne- 
ceflary, for which he {hall receive 
three dollars per day. 
Sec. 34+ And be it further enact- 
That all and every perfon and 
peesitin who fhall become bankrupt 
as aforefaid, and who fhall within 
the time limited by this act, furren- 
der him or herfelf to the commifli- 
oners, and in all things conform as 
in and by this adi is directed, fhall 
be allowed five per cent. upon the 
nett produce of all the eftate that 
fhall be recovered in and received, 
which fhall be paid unto him or het 
by the affignee or affignees, in cafe 
the nett produce of fuch eRate af- 
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ter fuch allowance made, fhal! be 
fufficient to pay the creditors of 
faid bankruptwho fhall have prov- 
ed their debts under fuch commifli- 
on, the amount of fifty per cent. 
on their faid debts, refpesiively, 
and fo as the faid five per cent hall 
not exceed in the whole, the {um of 
five hundred dollars; and in cafe 
the nett produce of the faid eftate 
fhall, over and above the allowance 
hereafter mentioned, be fufficient 
to pay the faid creditors feventy- 
five per cent on the amount of their 
faid debts, refpeCtively, that then 
the faid bankrupt fhall be allowed 
ten per cent on the amount of fuch 
nett produce, to be paid as afore- 
faid, fo asfuchten per cent fhall 
not, in the whole, exceed the fum 
of eight hundred dollars; and eve- 
ry fuch bankrupt fhall be difcharg- 
ed from all debts by him or her due 
or owing, at the time he or fhe be- 
came bankrupt, and all which were 
or might have been proved under 
the faid commiffion; and in cafe 
any fuch bankrupt fhall afterwards 
be arrefted, profeeuted or implead- 
ed, for or on account of the faid 
debts, fuch bankrupt may appear 
without bail, and may plead the ge- 
neral iflue. and give this a@, and 
the {pecial matter in evidence: And 
the certificate of fuch bankrypt’s 
conforming, and the allowance 
thereof, according to the diretions 
of this act, fhall be, and fhall be 
allowed to be fufficient evidence, 
prima facie, of te varty’s being a 
bankrupt within the meaning of this 
act, and of the commiffion and o- 
ther proceedings precedent to the 
obtaining fuch certificate, and a 
verdict fhall thereupon pafs for the 
defendant, unlefs the plaintiff in 
fuch action can prove the faid cer- 
tificate was obtained unfairly, and 
by fraud, or unlefs he can make ap- 
pear any concealment of eftate or 
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effects, by fuch bankrupt to the va, 
lue of one hundred dollars: Pro, 
w ded, that no fuch difcharge of a 
bankrupt, fhall releafe or difcharge 
any perfon who was a partner with 
fuch bankrupt, at the time he or 
fhe became bankrupt, or who was 
then jointly held or beund with fuch 
bankrupt for the fame debt or debts 
from which fuch bankrupt was dif 
charged as aforeiaid. 

‘Sec. 35- Provided always, and be 
it further enacted, That if the nett 
proceeds of the bankrupt’s eftate, 
fo to be difcovered, recovered and 
received, fhall not amount to fo 


much as will pay all and every of. 


the creditors of the faid bankrupt, 
who fhall have proved their debts 
under the faid commiffion, the a. 
mount of fifty per cent on their 
debts refpectively, after all charges 
firft dedudied, that then, and in 
fuch cafe, the hankrupt, fhall not 
be allowed five per centum on fuch 
eftate as fhall be recovered in, but 
fhall have and be paid by the affig- 
nees fo much money as the come 
miffioners fhall think fit to allow, 
not more than three hundred dol- 
lars, nor exceeding three per cen- 
tumon the nett proceeds of the 
faid bankrupt’s eftate. 
Sec. 36. Provided also, and be it 
further enacted, That no perfon be- 
coming abankrupt according to the 
intent and provifions of this ad, 
fhall be entitled to a certificate of 
difcharge, or to any of the benefits 
of the ad, unlefs the commiffion- 
ers fhall certify under their hands, 
to the judge of the diitri& within 


which fuch cemmiffion iffues, that. 


fuch bankrupt hath made a full dif- 
covery of his or her eflate and ef- 
fets, and in all things conformed 
him orherfelfto the directions of 
this at, and that there doth not 
appear to them any reafon to doubt 
of the truth of fuch difcovery, o 








that the feme was not 2 full difco- 
very of the faid bankrupt’s eftate 
and effets; or unlefsthe faid judge 
fhould be of opinion that the faid 
certificate was unreafonably denied 
by the commnifilioners; and unlefs 
two thirds, n number and in value, 
of the creditors of the bankrupt, 
who fhall be creditors for not lefs 
than fifty dollars refpeQlively, and 
who fhall have duly proved their 
debts under the faid commiffion, 

all fign fuch certificate to the 
judge, and teftify their confent to 
the allowance of a certificate of difs 
charge, in purfuance of this a& ; 


. which figning and confent fhall be 


alfo certified by the commiffionérs ; 
but the faid commifiioners fhall not 
certify the fame till they have proof 
by affidavit or affirmation, in writ- 
ing, of fuch creditors, or of the 
perfons ref{pectively authorifed for 
that purpofe, figning the faid cer- 
fificate ; which affidavit or affirma- 
tion, together with the letter or 
power of attorney to fign, fhall be 
laid before the judge of the diftri& 
within which fuch commiffion. if- 
fues, in order for the allowing the 
certificate of difcharge, and the 
faid certificate fhall not be allowed 
unlefs the bankrupt make oath or 
affirmation in writing, that the cer- 
tificate of the commiffioners, and 
confent of the creditors thereunto, 
were obtained fairly and without 
fraud; and any of the creditors of 
the faid bankrupt are allowed to be 
heard if they fhall think fit, before 
the refpective perfons aforefeid, a- 
gainft the making er allowing of 
fuch certificates by the commifiion- 
ers or judge. 

Sec. 37- And be it further enact- 
ed, That if any creditor, or pre- 
tended creditor of any bankrupt, 
fhall exhibit to the commiffioners 
any fictitious or falfe debt, or de- 
mand, withintent to defraud the 
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real creditors of fuch. bankrupt, 
and the bankrupt fhall refufe to 
make difcovery thereof, and fuffer 
the fair creditors to be impofed up- 
on, he fhall lofe all titke to the al- 
lowance upon the amount of his ef-. 
fe&ts, and to a certificate of difs 
charge as aforefaid, nor fhall he he 
entitled to the faid allowance or 
certificate, if he has loft, at any 
one time fifty dollars, or in the 
whole three hundred dollars, after 
the pafling of this a&, and within 
twelve months before he became a 
bankrupt, by any manner of gam- 
ing or wagering whatever. 

Sec. 38. And be it further enact- 
ed, That if any bankrupt, fhall be” 
taken in execution or detained in 
prifon, on account of any debts 
owing before he became a bankrupt 
by reafon that judgment was ob. 
tained before fuch certificate was’ 
allowed, it fhall be lawful for any. 
of the judges of the court wherein’ 
judgment was fo obtained, or for 
any court, judge or jultice, with- 
in the diftri€t in which fuch bank- 
rupt fhall be detained, having pow- 
ers to award orallow the writ of 
Habeas Corpus, on fuch bankrupt 
producing his certificate fo as afore- 
faid allowed, to order any fheriff 
or gaoler who fhall have fuch bank- 
rupt in cuftody, to difcharge fuch 
bankrupt without fee or charge, 
firft giving reafonable notice to the 
plaintiff, or his attorney, of the 
motion for fuch difcharge. 

Sec. 39. And be it further enacs 
ted, That every perfon who fhall 
have dona fide given credit to or ta-~ 
ken fecuritiesy payable at future 
days, from perfons who are or fhall 
become bankrupts, not due at the 
time of fuch perfons becoming bank- 
rupt, fhall be admitted to prove 
their debts and contracts, as if they 
were payable prefently, and fhall 
have a dividend in proportion te 
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the other creditors, difcounting, 
Where.no.intereft is payable, at the 
rate of fo much per.centiim per an- 
him,.as is equal to the lawful inte- 
refi of the ftate where the debt was 
payable ; and the obligee of any 
bottomry or refpoudentia bond, and 
the affured in any policy of infu- 
rance, fhall be admitted to claims 
and after the contingency. or lofs, 
to prove the debt therean, in like 
mannc.< as if the fame had happen- 
ed before iifuing the commiffion ; 
and the bankrupt fhall be difchar- 
ged froin fuch furcties, as if fuch 
monet had been due and payable 
before the time of his or her be- 
caning a bankrupt: and {uch cre- 
ditors may petition for a commil- 
fion, or join m1 petitioning. 

Sec. 40. dad be it further enac- 
ted, That in cafe any perfon, com- 
mitted by the commillioner’s war- 
rant, fhall obtain a habeas corpus, 
in order to be difcharged, andthere 
fhall appear any infurfliciency i in the 
form of the warrant, it fhall be law- 
ful for the court or judge before 
whom fuch party fhall be bronght 
by habeas corpus, by rule or war- 
rant, to commit juch perlons to the 
faine prifon, there ta remain until 
he fhall conform as aforefaid, un- 
lefs it fhall be made to appear that 
he had fully anfwered all lawful 
queftions put to him by the com- 
miffioners; or in cafe fuch perfon 
was committed for not figning his 
examination, unlefs it fhali appear 
that the party had good reafon for 
refufing to fign the fame, or that 
the commifliouers had exceeded 
their authority in making fuch com- 
mitment; andin cafe the gaoler to 
whom fuch perfon-fhall be commit. 
ted, fhall wilfully or negligently 
fuffer fuch perfon to efcape, or to 
go without the doors or walls of the 
prifon, fuch gaoler fhall, for fuch 
offence, being convicted thereof, 
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forfeit a fum not exceedifz three 
thoufand dollars for the ule of the 
creditors. 

Sec. 41s And be it further enaca 
téd, ‘That the gaoler fhall, upon the 
tequett of any creditor, having pro« 
ved his debt, and fhewing a certifi. 
cate thereof, urider the hands of 
the pomatniftowers; which the com. 
niiffioners fhall give without fee or 
reward, produce the perfon fo com- 
mitted; and ih cafe fuch gaoler 
fall refufe to fhew fuch perfon to 
fuch creditor, requelting the fame, 
fuch perfon fhali be confidered as 
having efcaped, and the gaoler or 
fheriff fo refufing, fall be liable as 
fora wilful efcapes 

Sec. 42. And be it furiber enacts 
ed, That where it fhall appear to 

the faid commiffioners that there 
hath been mutual credit. given by 
the bankrupt, and any other perfon, 
or mutual debts between, them at 
any time before fuch perfon became 
bankrupt, the affignce or affignees 
of the eftate flyall ftate the account 
between them, and one debt may. 
be fet off againft the other, and 
what fhall appear to be due on ei- 
ther fide on the balance of fuch ac- 
count after fuch fet off, and no 
more, fhall be claimed or paid on 
cither fide refpectively. 

Sec. 43+ And be it further enacts 
ed, That it fhall and may be law 
ful to and for the aflignee or affig- 
nees of any bankrupt’s eftate and 
cffeAs, under the dire&tion of the 
commifhoners, and by and with the 
confent of the major part in value 


of fuch of the faid bankrupt’s cre 


ditors, as fhall have dulye proved 
their debts under the commifion, 
and fhall be prefent at any mecting 
of the faid creditors, to be held in 
purfuance of the due public notice 
for that purpofe given, to fumbit 
any difference or difpute for, on ac- 


count of, or by reafen or micans of,’ 
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hig matter, caufe or thing whatfo- 
ever, relating to fuch bankrupt, or 
to his or her eftate or eilects, to the 
final end and determination of arbi- 
trators to be chofen by the faid 
cgmmiflioners, and the major part 
in value of fuch creditors as fhall 
be pretent.at fuch meeting.as afore- 
Yaid, and the party or parties. with 
whom they .fhall have fuch differ- 
ence or dilpute, and to perform the 
award of fuech arbitraters, or other- 
wife to compound and agree the 
matter in difference or difpute. as 
aforefaid,.ih fiich manner as the faid 
allignee. ot ailignees under the di« 
rection and with the confent afore- 
fgid, fhall think &t and can agree: 
apd the fame fhall be binding on 
the feveral creditors of the faid 
bankrupt, and the faid affignee or 
afagnees are hereby indeinnified for 
what they fhall fairly do according 
te the directions afurelaids 

Sec. 44, And be it further enacts 
ed, That the aflignees flrall be, and 
hereby are veited with full power 
to. difpote of -all the bankrupt’s ei- 
tate real and perfonal at public auc- 
tibn ar vendue, without being ieb- 
jek to any tax, duty, impoiition, 
or reftriction, any law to the con- 
trary notwithfandings 

Secs 45: And. de ét furthér eats 
ed, That if aiter.any commitlion of 
bankruptey, fued forth, the bank- 
rupt happen to die before the comé 
miflioners {hail have diftributed the 
effects; or any. part thereot, tiie 
commifioneérs, fhall; neverthelefs, 
proceed to execute the commitlion, 
as fully asthey might have done if 
the party were living. 

Sec. 46. And be it further. erac- 
ted, ‘hat where any commiffion of 
bankruptcy fhalk be delivered to the 
commifitorers, therein named, to 
bé executed, it fhall and maf be 
lawful for them before they take 
the oath ot afirmatidn of qualifca- 
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tion, to demand and take from thé 
creditor or creditors profecuting 
fuch commiffion, a bond with one 
good fecurity, if required, in the 
penalty of one thoufand dollars; 
conditioned fer the payment of the 
cefts, ¢harges and éxpences, which 
{hall arile and a¢crte upon the pros 
{ecution of the faid commiffion : 
Provided always, That the expen- 
ces fo as aforefaid to be fecured and 
paid by the petitioning. creditor or 
creditors, fhall be repaid to him or 
them by the commiffioners or affig- 
nées, out of the firft monies arifing 
from the bankrupt’s eftate or et- 
fects, if fe much be received theres 
irom. 

Sec. 47: Wrid be it further enacts 
ed, That the diftri&t judges, in each 
ditrit re{péeCtively, fhall fix a rate 
of ailawance to be made tothe com 
miflioners of bankruptcy, as com- 
pehfation of fervices to be remler« 
ed under the commiffidn, and it 
{hall be lawful for any creditor, by 
petition to the diftrict judge, to ex- 
cept to any tharge contained in the 
aecount of the commiffioners; And 
the faid judge, after hearing thé 
commiffioners, may if a. furmmar 
way decide upon the validity of futh 
exception. — 

Sers 48. And be it farther enact- 
ed, That all penalties, given by 
this act for the benehit of the cre- 
ditors, fhall bé tecovered by the 
affienee or aflignees by adction cf 
debt, atid the money fo recoveredg 
the charges of fuit being dedudted, 
fhall be diltributed towards payiment 
of the creditors. | 

Sec. 49- And be it further enace 
ted, That if any action fhall be 
brought againft ahy commiffoner; 
or affignte; or other perfon, having 
authotity under the commiffion, fof 
any thing done or performeu by 
force of this aQt, the defendant may 
plead ae gcneral iflwc, amd gird 
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this act and the f{pecial matter in 


evidence; and in caie of a non- 


Suit, difcontinuance, or verdict or 
jadgment for him, he ihall recover 
double cofts. 

Sec. so. And be it further enacts 
ed, That if any eftate real or per- 
fonal fhal! défcend, revert to, or be- 
come vefted in any perfon after he 
or fhe fhal!l be declared a bankrupt, 
and before, hie or fhe fhall obtaina 
tertificate, figned by the judge 
aforefaid, all {uch eftate fhall, by 
virtue of this ad, be vefled in the 


aid commiffioners; and fhall be by - 


them afiigned and conveyed to the 
affignee or aflignees in fee fimple, 
or otherwile, in like manner as a- 
bove direéted, with the eftate of 
the faid bankrupt, at the time) of 
the bankruptcy, and. the proceeds 
thereof fhall be divided among the 
creditors. 

Sec. gt. And be it Sursber « enact. 
ed, That the faid commiffioners 


fhall once in every year, carefully’ 


file, in the clerk’s office of the dif- 
trict court, all the proceedings had. 
in every cafe before them, and 
which fhall havebeen finifhed, in- 
cluding the commiflions, examina 
tions, dividends, entries, and other 
determinations of the faid commil- 
fioners, in which office, the final cer- 
tificate of the faid bankrupt may 


alfo be recorded ; all which pro- 


ceedings fhall remain of record in 
the faid office, and certified copies 
thereof fhall’ be admitted as evi- 
dence in all courts, in like manner 


as the copies of the proceedings of 


the faid diftri court are admitted 
in other cafes. 

“Sec. 52+ And be it further enat- 
ted, That it fhall and may be law- 
ful for any creditor of. fuch bank- 
Tupt, to attend all or any of the ex. 
aminations of faid bankrupt, and 
the allowance of the final certifi- 
cate, if he fhall think proper, and 
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then and there topropofe interrogaé 
tories, to be put by the judge or 
commiflioners to the faid bankrupt 
and others, and alfo to produce and! 
examire witnefles and documents 
before fuch judge or commiflioners, 
relative to the fubject mater bes 

forethem. And-in cafe either the 


bankrupt or creditor fhall think? 


him or herfelf aggrieved by the de. 
termination of the faid judge or 


commiffioners, relative té arly ma-: 
terial fact, in the commencement” 
or progrefs of the faid proceédings," 
or in the allowance of the certifi.’ 
cate aforefaid,it fhal! and may be: 
lawful for either party to -petition’! 

the faid judge, fetting forth fuck’ 


fa&ts and the determination there- 
on, withthe complaint of thé party, 


and a prayer for trial by°a jury to’ 
determine the fame, and the faid’ 


judge fhall, in his difcretion, make 
order thereon, and-award a: vénire 
facias to the miathhal 6fthe diftria, 


returnable within 13) days before 


hun, for the trial of the faéts mens 
tioned in the faid petition, notice 
whereot fhall be given to the com- 


mifftoners and creditors concerned’ 
in the fame ; at which ‘time ‘the 


faid trial fhall bé had, unlefs, -on 
good caufle fhewn, the judge fhall 
give farther time, and- judgment 
being entered on the verdiA of the 
jury, “fhall be final, on the faid facts, 


andthe j je 1dge orcommiffioners {half 


proceed agr eeably thereto. 

Sec.53. Andbe it further enacted; 
That the commiffioners before the 
appointment of aflignees, and the 


afligneés after fuch appointment,’ 
may from time to time make fuch’ 


allowance out of thé bankrupt’s ef- 


tate untilthe fhall have obtained his” 


final difcharge, as in their opinion 
may be requifite for the neceffary 
fupport of the faid’ bankrupt and 
his family. 


Dele S4e And be it faurtber end¢e 
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ted, That it fhall be lawful for the 
major part in valite of the creditors, 
before they proceed to the choice 
of afliznees, to dire in what man- 
ner, with whorn, and where the mo- 
pies ariling by, and to be received 
from time to time out of the bank- 
rupts eftate, fhall be lodged, until 
the fame {hall be divided among the 
ereditors, as herein provided; to 
which direétion every fuch affignee 
and aflicnees fhall conform as often 
as three hundred dollars fhall be 
received. 

' Sec. 55. And be it further enact. 
ed, ‘That every matter and thing 
by this a&.-required to be done by 
the commiffioners of any bankrupt, 
fhall be valid to all intents and 
purpofes, if performed by a majori- 
ty of them. 

Sec. 56. And be it further enact- 
ed, That in all cafes where the af- 
fignees fhall profecute any debtor 
of the bankrupt for any debt, duty 
or demand, the commgflion, or a 
certified copy thereof, and the af- 
fenment of the commiffioners of 
the bankrupt’s eftate, fhall be con- 
clufive evidence of the iffuing the 
commiffion, and of the perfon na- 
med therein, being a trader and 
bankrupt, at the time mentioned 
therein. 

Sec. 57. And be it further enac- 
ted, That every perfor obtaining a 
difcharge from his debts, by certi- 
ficates as aforefaid, granted under 
acommiflion of bankruptcy, thal! 
hot, on any future commiflion, be 
entitled to any other certificate than 
adifcharge of his perfon only ; un- 
lefs the nett procéeds of the eftate, 
and efieis of fuch perfon fo hecom- 
ing bankrupt a fecond time, fhall 
be fufficient to pay feventy-five per 
cent to his or her creditors on the 
amount of their debts refpe€tively. 

Sec. 58. And be it further enac- 
ied, That any creditor of a perfon, 


BANKRUPT LAW. ( 46: } 


againft whom a commiffion of bank. 
ruptcy fhall have been fued forth, 
and who fhall lay his claim before 
the commitlioners appointed in pur- 
fuance of this act, may, at the fame 
time, declare his unwillingnefs to 
fubmit the fame to the judgement 
of the faid commiffioners, and his 
with that a jury may be impannel- 
led to decide thereon: and in like 
manner the aflignee or afliznees of 
fuch bankrupt may objec to the 
confideration of any particularclaim 
by the commiflioneis, and require 
that the fame fhould be referred to 
ajurye Ineither cafe fuch objec- 
tion and requelt fhall be entered on 
the books of the commiffioners,and 
thereupon an iffue fhall be made up 
between the parties, and a jury 
fhall be impannelled, as in other ca- 
f{és, to try the fame in the cireuit 
court for the diftriG& in which fuch 
bankrupt has ufually refided. The 
verdict of fuch jury fhall be fubjec& 
to the controul of the court, asin 
fuits originally inftituted in the faid 
court, and when rendered, if not 
fet afide by the court, fhall be cer- 
tifedto the commiffioners, and fhall 
afcertain the amount of any fuch 
claim, and fuch creditor or credi- 
tors fgall be confidered, in all 1e- 
{pects as having proved their debts 
under the comtmiffion. 

Séc. 59+ And be tt further enuct- 
ed, That the lands and effeGis of 
any perfon becoming bankrupt, may 
be fold on fuch credit, and on fuch 


fecurity, as a major part in value of 


the creditors may dire: Provided 
nothing herein contained fhall be 
allowed fo to operate as to retard 
the granting the bankrupt’s cer- 
tifitate. 7 > 

Sec. 60. And be it further enact- 
ed, That if any perfon becoming a 
bankrupt, fhall be in prifon, it fhall 
be lawful for any creditor or credi- 
tors, at whofe fuit he or fhe fhalt 
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bein execution, to difcharge him 
or her from cuftody, if fuch credi- 
tor or creditors fhal! refule to do fo, 
the prifoner may petitiomthe com- 
miflioners to liberate him or her; 
and shereiipon, if, in the opinon of 
the: comnmfiioners, the condu@t of 
fuch bankrupt fhall have been fair, 
io. as to entitle him or her, in their 
opinion, toa certificate when by 
law fuch certificate might be giv- 
én, it fhailbe lawful for--them® to 
direct the ditcharge of-duch prifon- 
er, andto enter the fame in their 
books; which being notified to the 
keeper of. the jail in which fueh 
prifones may be confined, firalh 

a fuflicient authority fer -his er her 
difchasye:. Provided, That-in ei- 
ther cafe, fuch diftharge fhall be 
no bar to another execution, if a 
certificate fhall be refufed to fieh 
bankrupt: And provided also: Phat 
it fhall be no bar to-a fubfequent 
imprifonment o3 fuch bankrupt, by 
order of the commillioners, in con. 
formity with the gheky rmny OF this 
. a , vi 
Sec. 61. ‘And b bevit fier Ber enact- 
ed, ‘Vhat this act thai! not repeal or 
annul, or be conitrued to repeal or 
annul the laws of any flate, now in 
force, er waich may be hereafte 
enacted, for the relief of sifabeeat 
debtors, éxcept fo far as.the fame 
may refpect perfons, who are, or 
may be clearly wi hw the purview 
of this a&, and whofe debts fhall 
amount, in the cafes specitied in the 
ad fection thereof, to the fums 
therein mentioned; and if any per- 
fon, within the purview of this a&, 
fhall be imprrfoned for the fpace of 
three months for any debt, *or upon 
any contract, unlefs the: credi- 
tors of fuch prifaers fhall pro- 
ceed to profecute a commiffion 
ef bankruptcy againft him or her, 


BANKRUPT LAW. 


agreeably to the provifions of this 
act, fuch debtor may’ and fhall be 
— to relief, under any fuceh 
jaw for the relief of infolvent debe 
tors, thisactnotwithftanding. ~ 
Sec. 62. And be it further enact. 
ed, ‘That nothing contained in this 
law fhall,in any manner, affect the 
right of preference, to prior fatise 
faction of debts due to the United 
Statcs, as feemed or provided by 
any law heretofore pified,. nor fhall 
be conttrned to leffen of impair any 
right to, or fecurity for money due 
to , the United States, ox to any at 
the Gis ** fs 
tee. 63. And be it Pur eBer’ enact. 
Vhat nothing contained in this 
act fhall be taken, or ‘conttrued, to 
invalidate orimpair, any Jien ex- 
iting at the date of this act, upon 
the lands or chattels of any ‘perfon 
who may become a barkrw te 
Pie 64. find be it furthen eae te 
, That this aA fhall: centinue in 
mid during the term of five years, 
and from thence to the end of the 
next feflion of ‘congrefs thereafter, 
and no longer: Provided, That the 
expiration of this a¢t fhall not pre- 
vent the complete exccution of 
any. commiflion which may have 
been previoutly thereto i flued. 


THEODORE SEDGWICK, 
| Speaker of the house ef res, 


presentat iWeSe 


THOMAS JEFFERSON, 
: Vice-President of the Unitce 
States, and President ¢ 
the Senate. 


Appreved, April 4, 1800. 
JOHN ADAMS, 
President of the United Siztzss 
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IN the county of ecnibr, in Virginia, the vibrations of popularity 
are very nice; ‘accident.rather’ than principle has feemed to govern 
feveral eleGtions there; previous tothe laft election for Delegates to 
the Legillature, two fets of candi dates offered—fome local reafons 
were likely to turn the eleCion in favor of the Ariftocrats,—a county 
meeting was held, and a fpeech was delivered to the People, by Na} 
thaniel Popes | ee in which he was led to the difcuflion of the Alien 


Law; ahd It 


ink he has difclofed fome new features in that detefta- 


ble taltiuthent of de {fpotifm; at leaft they are fuch as I have not feen 
generally pubjifhed. This expotition of the abufes of government 
had the defired effe€&t: Republicans were eleted. Had the eloquence 
of Mr. Pope been roufed befote the laft Federal election took place in 
the diftriG of which Hanover isa part, it is very probable that Mr. 
Marfhiall [the prefent Secretary of State] would haye. been permitted 
to enjoy the fweets af domeftic retirement. 


o>, _——— 2D ae 


EXTRAGT FROM A SPFECH DE LIVERED BY NATHANIEL, POPE, JUNe 


’ P 


, Soe TO THE PEOPLE. OF HANOVER. 


BY the conftitution we find the 
people cf America diftributing the 
government tal powers into three 
preat and diftinét branches ; legif- 
lative, executive and judicial. Py 
the rft fection of the sft article of 
the conftitution, all tegitlative pow- 
ers are veited in congrefs; by 1ft 
feGion of the 2d article of the con- 
jtitution, all execytive power is vef- 
ted in 2 prefident of the United 
States. | And by'the firft fection of 
the 2d artigle of the conftitution, 
all judicial powér is vefted in one 
fupreme court, and fuch other infe- 
rior courts as congrefs fha}l confti- 
tute or ordain.’ Jt will not be 
denied Mr, Chairman, but that the 
union of thefe powers, or the union 
of any two of them in the hands of 
one man, or on one fet of men 5 
whether arrogantly wrefted from, 
or voluntarily farrendered by the 
other departments of government, 
is the true definition of, and confti- 
tutes defpotifm. If however this 
pofition fhould be denied, I fhall 
be permitted to call in to miy aid 


the arguments of the celebrated 
Montelquicue. This great man 
Mr. Chairman in his fpirit of laws, 
has Sxprenen himfelf on this fubje& 
in the following elegant manner. 
‘“ When the iegiflative and execu- 
tive powers are united in the fame 
perfon or in the fame body of ma- 
giltrates, there can be no liberty ; 
becaufe he or they may enact tyran- 
nical laws, to execute them ina ty- 
ranniczl manner. Again, there is 
no liberty if the power of judging be 
not feparated from the legillative & 
executive pOwerse Were it joined 
withthe legiflative, the life & liberty 

ofthe fubjec t would be ex pole dtoar- 
varie controul; for the judg ve would 
be then the legiflator. Were it 
joined to the executive power, the 
judge might behave with all the vi- 
olence of an oppreffor. There 
would be an.end ot every thing 
were the fame man, or {aime body 
of men, to exercile thole three pow- 
ers; that of coennen laws, that of 
executing the P iblic refolution, 


and that ef juice doing r the crimes oF 
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differences of individuals In Tur- 
key where thefe thiee powers are 
united in the Sultan’s _perfon, th 

fubjeGs groan under the weight of 
a mof frightful oppreffions: ‘In the 


‘republics of Italy where thefe three 


powers are united, there is lefs li- 
Hence 
their government is obliged to have 
recourfe to as violent methods for 
its fupport, as even that of the 
Turks; witnefs the flate inquili- 
tors at Venice, and the Lyon’s 

mouth, into which every informer 
may at all hours throw his written 
accufations. What a fituation 
mult the poor fubject be in under 
thofe republics! ‘he fame body of 
maziftrates are poffe {Ted as execu- 
tors of the law, of the whole pow- 
er they have given themfelves in 
qu ality of legifiators, they may{ wre 


de r the itate by their general cete 


minations, and as: they have like e- 
wife the judiciary ssileret in their 
hands ; every private citizen may be 
ruined by their particular decifions. 

The whole power is here united 
in one body, and though there is no 
external pomp that indicates a def- 
potic {way ; yet the people feel the 
effects of it every moment! Hence 


it 1s that miny of the Princes of 


Europe, whofe aim has been level- 
led at arbitrary power, have con- 
ftantly fet out with uniting in their 


own perions, all the branches of 


magiftracy, and ail the great cffices 
of ftate.” Thus far the elegant 
and judicious Montefqueiu. Let 
wis examine whether this union has 


been effefted by the Alien Bill.— 


By the Alien Bill the Preflens 


inay legiflate ; He is empowered t 

pretcribe arule, for the tition 
of which, he may infli@a penalty. 
This I underf nd to be an a&t of 
leiflati et and if he legiflates he 

violates the C onftitution, becaufe 
as he is au executive officer; it 


EXT R ACT FROM 


unites lepiflative and executive 
powers in his own perfon :: But phig 
is not all? Vhe prefident by this 
bill is not only impowered to make 
a law, but he may imake an expost 
facta law. ' He is not bound to ine 
form Aliens’ what conduct: he hag 
determined in his own mind tocons 
fider ‘as criminal: Were he coms 
pelled to ‘do‘this, an’ alien‘ would 
have‘an opportunity of sontarping 
to the rules which the whim or cae 
price of the’prefident might pred 
{cribe. ' Law fir, is defined to be a 
rule of civil conduQ preser:bed by 
the fupreme power of a flate, &c, 
But how Mr. Chairman ‘can it be 
faid, that the prefident has prescri- 
beda rule of condu& to an alien; 
when that alien'can by no poflible 

means, obtain a Ano wles dge of the 
exifience of that rule? To punifh 


aman for the se leathe of a rule of 


the exiflence of which, he was not 
previoufly informed, is the true de- 
finition of an expost fi 


that ate) expost fact o law fhall be 
paffed. But Mr. Chairman this ig 
not all! having 1g made the law, the 
prefident is to determine whether 
the alien has or has ndt violated 
that law ; this I underftand fir, to 
bea judici ad: And if the prefi- 
dent judges, he violates the confti- 
tution ; becaule by this aft act, he 
unites in his own perfon, all the 
three great branches of the governe 
ment; legiflative, judicial and exe 
ecutive ; and how does he judge 
Mr. Chaiyman ? Does he render his 
judgment in public where the citi- 
zens may have an opportunity of 
forming a proper eftimate of the 
juttice, or injuftice, legality or ille- 
gality of his fentence? No! Sir! 
the record may be locked up in his 
own breaft, from-whence no copy 
can be eben li d, and the auacneial 
of the fentence by a federal officer, 


acto law, and 
by the conftitution it is declared 
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will be the firft intimation that the 
alien will receive of this unconfti- 
tutional perfecution. But Mr. 
Chairman this is not all? The right 
referved to the feveral flates. of ad- 
mitting prior to the year 1803, the 
migration of fuch perfons as to 
then, fhall feem expedient, is by 
this bill indire@ly invaded, and vir- 
tually deitroyed: For what real 
difference wifl there be Mr. Chair- 
man, between the power of inhidi- 
ting the migration of aliens to this 
country in the firft inflance ; and 
the power of expulfion and tranf- 
portation the moment their land- 
ing fhall have been effeed ; None 
fit ; and the invafion of tlie rights 
of the ftates, and ufurpation of pow- 
er, will be the fame in one inftance 
asinthe other. The trial by jury 
too, Mr. Chair: ew that great bar- 
rier, which the conftitution has op- 
pofed to'defpotic power, is broken 
down and den troyed by this engine 
of oppreffion. The previous in- 
ditment by grand jury ; the richt 
of the’accufed to a {peedy and im- 
partial trial by @ a jury of thet liftrict 
where the crime is alledged, to have 
been committed; to be niformed 
of the nature of the accufation ; to 
bé confronted with hisacctlers ; to 
have compulfory procefs to. obtain 
evidence in his favor, and counfel 
for his defence ; all thefe preat 
privileges and immunities, which 
the humanity of our conftikution 
had prefcribed in favor of pérforial 
fecurity ; are t provttated and abo- 
lifhed ; to which atone, to f{péak in 
the languas re ‘of one of our r+folu- 
tions, is fubftituted, the fingular, 
arbitrary, and capricious will of a 
prefident. But Mr. Chairman this 
is not all! This law will compre- 


hend citizens as well as aliens. If 


it does not in principle, fir, beliewe 
me it willin operation and praétice. 
No rule of evidence for the efta- 





N. POPE’s SPEECH. , ( 165 )° 


blifhment of alienage or citizenthip, 
is by this biil preferibed! No tris 
bunal before which a native can 
eftablifh this, to him all important 
faci! The prefident may act upon 
the information of fpies and infor. 
mers. A citizen may from/an op- 
pofition to unconftitutional meaf. 
ures of the adminiftration, have ren- 
dered himfelf obnoxious ; He fhall 
be reprefented to the prefident as a 
dangerous alien. It is not at all 
times that a citizen carries with 


him the evidence of citizenfhip:_ 


He fhall have the appearance, and 
fpeak the diale&t of a foreigner 
And if upon his own fafpicion, or 


informati onofa {py, the prefide nt 


fhall give an order for expulfion, or 
fentence him to banifhment, who 
fhall arreft the ftrong arm af pows 
er? WI! hy we are infultingly told 
i. at the ftate or fedéral courts will 
‘minate a writ of habeas corpus and 
aff rd the perfectited citizen.an ops 


portyany of eftabhfhing his cities. 


zenf{ hip? But Mr. Chairman when 
a federal galley or frigate fhall 
have conveyed che unhappy, man 
into the deierts of the Atlantic ; 
whilft he fhall be mingling his 
groans with the roarings, and his 
tears with the waters of the ocean; 
willit be any confolation for him 
to believe that the flate courts had 
iffued a piece of parchment or pF 
per for his releafment? If the court: 
had virtue or independence Nay 
to incur prefidential difpleafure by 
awarding fuch writ, how is it to be 
executed ? Will they enforce it by 
a fleet or an army? will they fend 
their officer to the federal jail and 
démand a furrender of the prifoners 
If a ftate officer wére todo this Mr. 
Chairman, he would be fortunate 
indeed if the federal officer did not 
for his temerity, confine him in the 
fame dungeon with the prifoner for 
whofe releafemnent he was funte 
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EXTI RACT FROM PAGE’s ADDRESS, 


RS. Gee 


ros THE EASY AND ENERGETIC PEN OF 
A EES PAGE, OF ROSEWELL. 
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BU fc what do they. méan, fellow 
cit iZensy who dare to charge yout 
reprefentatives with being > fadions, 
for oppofing any meafure Of gov ern- 
ment’ Are they not enemies of 
that conftitution which fan@tions 
freedom of debate, the freedom of 
the prefs, dnd authorifes free and 
bold enquiry into the conduct of 
all officers of government; as it 
has eftablifhed the right not ‘oaly of 
chufing cther officers, but of im- 
peachinent? Aré they not the f friends 
of monarchy, ahd willi_ to lead you 
to believe that your executive mt ke 
the Britifh, can do iio wron: i Do 

they not endeavor t6 confound all 
d@iitinétisn between the meafures of 
government and the executive ?— 
Have they aot artfully made ufe of 
the Prefident’s | Walhingten} well 
éarned popularity to promote thei 
own views, and to anfwer electi- 
oneering purpofes? fs not this prac- 
o alio borrowed trom Britain, 
fid.were they not the firft to cry 
Bot fa&tion ; and isnot fuch con- 
dict more Hidtiocs than that which 
tliey have afraigned! Judge thei 
whether fuch perfor s deferve not 
your detefiation ialtead of your 
attention, and Compliance with 
their wifhes When your conititu- 
tion points out a mode by which it 
may be altered, can it he fa&tious 
to fay it has defets, that it requires 
ginendments? and can I be cailed 
factions and an enemy to the cone 
{titution who have endeavored to 
conitrue its ambiguity in fuch a 
manner to {thew it requires no alte- 
ration? But my y friends | lf it be cri- 
minal now to cenfure public mea- 
fures which appear dangerous to 
ycuir liberties, whea fach cenfure is 


authoried | by the ooiilin tion,. and 
become a facred duty tothote who 
have {worn to fupport it; how Cris 
minal were they. who induced m¢ 
and many of you to believe that it 
was meritorious to oppofe .the un 
conftitutional meafures of our the; 
foverecign the king of Great-Bri. 
tains If there be aman in any de- 
partment of guvernment, or who 
expects to get in, and wht has been 
a iupporter of the meatures againit 
which I have voted and naw endeas 
vors to huh all con rplainity. and to 
filence all, enquiry refpecting the 

propriety et his conduct, by calling 
{uch comp! aintanden quiry fadtion 183 
by attributing the 
fir res of cons rret: to an amiable and 
1uitly p pop thar pret ident, and charge 

ne thofe whot ETS if fed their contin 
tuth pila ight: and who fhewed 2 
firm and unbiafled mind, with.a pers 
verle an dungrateful enmity to hiins 

I fay fuch a man is an é€nemy to the 
Pretident, aiid to that conttitution 
of which he may _be faid to be fas 
ther apd chief fupport : as he. ats 


tcmpts to degrade him, to the con=, 


dition of a deteftable tyrant whoia 
will muft not be oppofed ; ng puts 
the repretentatives, the fappesh of 
that conititution upon a_fo oting 
with the tools and abject flaves of 
fuch a tyrant: and fuch a one ex- 
hibits in himfeif an initance of 2 
proud f{elfiih tyrannical difpofition; 
a difpofition which would lead him 
had he the power, to fend thofe whe 
oppofed his views to a dungeon, or 


into perpetual exile—a tower, or. 


baftile, and a Botany Bay,if not the. 
eiillotine of a Robefpierre, would 
foon bea favorite object to fuch @ 
mane 
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OF NATURP.: 


—— ED O55 nage Wess 


ABREVIATION OF THI 


CODE OF NATURE 


TRANSLATED FROM HELVITIUS. 


0 YOU! fayss, nature, who from 

the impulfe I give you, tend to- 
wards happinefs every moment of 
your pictfherice: refift not my fove- 
reigii law; ftrive for your fell city, 
enjoy without fear, be happy 

O fuperftitious! return to na- 
ture; fhe will contole you, fhe will 
drive from your heart tbote fears 
which overcome you. Ceafe from 
contemplating the future ; live for 
yourfelves, for your equals. I ap- 
pe of your pleafures, when, with- 
out hurting yourtelf, hey will not 
be fatal to your brethren, whom I 
have rendered neceflary for your 
own welfare. 

May humanity intereft you for 
your equal. Think that he may 
one day overthrow you as well as 
himfelf. Wi ipe away the tears of 
oppreffed innocence, of virtue in 
diftrefs. May the fweet flame of 
friendthip, the efteem of a beloved 
Companion, make you forget the 
troubles cf life. 

Be juft, becaufe equity is the up- 
holder of mankind. Be goed, be- 
Caufe goodnels links all hearts. 
Be indulgent, becaufe weak your- 
felf, you live with beings as feeble 
asyourfelf, Be kind, becaufe kind- 
hefs brings affeGtion. Be grateful, 
becaufe gratitude fees and nou- 
tithes goodnefs. Be modeft, be- 
taufe pride revolts thofe beings 
{mitten with themifelves. Pardon 
injuries, becaufe vengeance eter- 
nizeshatred. Do good to him who 
hurts you, for to thew yourfelf 
greater than him, and to make 
yourfelf a friend. ax difcreet 
temperate, chafte, becaufe volup- 
tuoufnefs, intemperance, and ex- 


éefs, will de eftroy your exiftence, 
and render you defpife cd. 

Be a citizen, becaufe your coun. 
try is neceffary for your fatety, for 
your pleasures, and your well- bes 


ing ; be lure that the man who 
makes ot fher shappy, cannot be uns 
happy , himlelf. In conducting 


vourteéf fo, you will with ple ature 
always examine yourt felf. You 
will find at the bottom of your 
heart, neither fhame, terror, nor ree 
morfe; and if Heaven fhould in- 
tereft herfelf in your behalf, fhe 
will be fatished when the earth 
is fo. 

It is IL who punifhh, more. furely 
than the gods, the crimes of A 
earth. The wicked may efcape 
the laws of men, but never minee 


if youa bandon yourfelf to intem- 
per aace, man will not punifh you 5 
but I will, in fhortening your dayse 


If you are vicious, oo fatal habi- 
udes will fall on your head. Thofe 
princes, whofe power put. them aa 
bove human laws, are fotced to 
tremble under mine. Itis I who 
chaftife them, who fill them. with 
fiifpicions and terror; defcend to 
the bottom of the hearts of. thofe 
criminals, whofe contented counte. 


nances cover a diftracted mind. See 


the mifer exteauated on his ufelefs 
treafure, which, upon his own exe 
pence, he has taken the trouble to 
amafs. See the voluptuous, fo 
gay, groan fecretly under a prod’s 
gated health; divilfion anid hatred 
exifting amoiup tile {fe adulterous 
fpoufes; the liar, deprived of all 
copderi¢e 4 the impoftor, trembli 1g 

‘ the fole word of truth; the whi« 


haved heart of the envious, which 
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dies at the rood of othets; the fro- 
zen heart of the ungrateful, which 
no kindnefs can warm; the iron 
heart of the monfter, that the fighs 
of the ufnortunate cannot foften ; 
the revengeful, who nourifhes him- 
felf but with gall and ferpents, and 
who, in his furies, devours himfelf; 
bear envy, if you dare, tothe fleep 
of the murderer, of the iniquitous 
judge, of the oppreffor, whofe couch 


OF TRUTH. 


is infefted by the torches of the fus 
ries. But, no; humanity caufeg 
you to partake of their merited tors 
ments. If you compare yourfelf 
to them, you applaud yourfelf al. 
ways in finding tranquility in your 
heart. Latftlys fee accomplifhed up. 
on them and you the decree of fate, 
which wills, that the crime punith. 
es itfelf, and that virtue be never 
Without rewards I. Le 


et OSE SOC STO: 
1 WHAT GOVERNMENT IS BEST ADAPTED TO THE 
RESEARCH OF TRUTH. 
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TF there was a being who could 
hefitate an inftant on this queftion, 
it wouldevidently prove him a flave, 
and not afhamed of his condition. 

Philofophers appear only in thofe 
countries where menexift. Under 
defpotifm, there are none; the 
greater part are automata; there 
are few beings who think, and ftill 
fewer who dare to make known 
their thoughts. The motion of all 
Yninds is pufillanimous and circum- 
fpec&t; and fo great is the fecret, 
infenfible influence of defpotifm 
over them, that the free and auda- 
cious flight of genius appears a ri- 
diculous cenfurable folly to the 
moft fenfible. At that period of 
depravity, truth, virtue, genius, 
national glory are annihilated. 

But where the flight of genius is 
confined, it rifes, developes, and 
foon overfpreads the univerfe. Its 
glory is refle&ted on its country ; 
and the homage which fhe gives, 
caufes numbers to follow the fame 
track. 


Confult the archives of the unis 
verfe; obferve what government 
has produces the greateft men; from 
whence do we derive our knowledge? 
From Greece from Rome. And 
fince the deftrudiion of thefe res 
publics, what nation has made the 
greateft difcoveries in philofophy, 
in morality, in legiflation ? Let us 
do homage to the country whick 
gave birth to Locke, Bacon, Syd. 
ney, Milton, Newton. @ther coun- 
tries may have given birth to bets 
ter painters, more refined wits; 
but the country of philofophic ge- 
nius, the country of truth, is that 
of liberty. 

Without the liberty of thought, 
without the liberty of the prefs, 
there is no true philofophy; confe- 
quently no {cience brought to per- 
fection. In the latter ages, a man 


was told, you fhall believe fuch an 
abfurdity, or be burnt; and he muft 
have been either a martyr or an 
apoftate. The philofopher now is 
not reduced to this cruel extremity: 
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In moft civilized ftates, the liberty 
of thought is allowed him; but few 
where the liberty of printing all his 
thoughts is granted, Governors 
fear that men whofe fouls are too 
ardent fh ould {pread maxims dane 
erous to their authority. To have 
Fach fears, is making the fatire of 
their own government. Titus or 
Trajan would not have felt fuch 
pufillanimity; it never ¢an enter 
but into the mind of a Claudius or 
aNero; their confcience reproach- 
es them with a multiplicity of 
crimes, and they dread tg behold 
the too faithful mirror of truth. 
From felf-intereft, an, enlighten- 
ed fovereign will permit the liberty 
of the liberty of the prefs; but 
there is a ftill greater motive which 
ought to determine him. the defire 
of promoting knowledge: for if 
the author is conftrained in his opi- 
mons, if he perceives the prifon, 
the {caffold, to be the reward of his 
labour, will he dare rend the veil 
of ignorance which covers all eyes? 
Will he dare, faithful hiftorian, to 
retrace the evils which mankind 
have fuffered by the ambitious fol- 
ly of the conqueror? Will he dare 
to recur to the origin of fociety, 
and fhew the people, equal to their 
kings, ftipulating with them their, 
obedience for their fafety, their 


happinefs for their fidelity? Wil} 
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he dare to paint, indark and fom. 
bre colours, the tyrants who have 
deftroyed the focial pa&, or crow, 
the Brutufes, who, with a coura 

geous hand, punifhed them? Wil” 
he dare, in viewing the confufedl 
mafs of modern legiflation, to point 
out their abufes without dread of 
thofe who protec&t them? Searching 
in the heart of man, and anylizing 
his organization, will he dare to 
declare to him his effence, his due 
ties, his rights; fhew him his law, 
the law of his nature, the law which 
no other can contradict, without 
being criminal? Will he venture 
to difpel the mift of fuperftition, 
paint the evils which it has occafie 


oned, fubftitute for her inhuman. 


tenets the fweet maxims of kind 
humanity? Ina word, will he have 
courage.to preach up truth, when 
it is the figna] of infant perfecution 2 

Notwithftanding all the efforts 
of oppreffion, knowledge exifts and 
will ever exift. There will always 
be in the darkeft times, fome en- 
lightened beings; but they are not 
always Courageous estough to make 
the voite of truth refound every 
where. Fear, weaknefs, or defpair, 
often prevents them; and a Tacis« 
tus, or Sydney, are feldom to ba 
found, when the fcaffoldawaits and, 
rewards their exertions, 

I. La 
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EXTRACY. FROM,A SERIES OF PAPERS, ENTITLED POLITICAL AND MOS 
RAL NOMENCLATURE, PUBLISHED IN THE EXAMINER« 





SPECULATION. AND PRACTICE.. 


I BEG that. no fellow-citizen 
will, at the firft fight, imagine, that 
in ufing the word speculation, I 
have any reference, to the arts of 


jobbing in the funds for profit, or 


of funding forenlarging the profit 
of jobbing, much leis to the late 
prevalent and rapturous paffion for, 
the sublime and deartiful, as they, 


are feverally exhibited in the terce. 
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binthine fands of Georgia, in the 
ftupendous rocks and murmuring 
vallies of the Alleghany, or in the 
yerdanti tility of the howling wil- 
dernefs of the Weft. 

Tipeak of the high prerogative 
fun&ion of the human mind, whieh 
abftraéts-truth from the falfe affoei- 
ations, with which it is commonly 
obfcured, involved and defamecd 
by error and practice, which pur- 
fues it with condor and perfever- 
ance, and prefents it with clearnefs 
aided by the beft proofs. 

We hear of sheculative tru'hs and 


practical thutdsn The latter expref- 
tion feems to be both erroneous anc 
niifc] hievous Se 


iruth, in itsrelations to every 
particular fubjeG&, is one, immuta- 
ble and eternal: and although the 
powers of the human underftand- 
ing, cannet comprehend truth, in 


all its extent, yet they can attain 


/ 
- 


@ great many truths fo felf-evident 
or fo proven, that they cannot be 
refuted, nor by any rational pro- 
eefs of the mind, denied.—-On the 
-ontrary, in every refult of prac. 
we may difcern pane error oF 
nl, or we may imagime that 
the thing might be done otherwife 
er doné better. Befides practice is 
Mint alone governed by ou! intellec- 
tual powers, but by whim, caprice, 
or fome of the eg groffelt prope! nities 
of @ur ni ature. A choice therefore 
not only of proper means, but_a 
choice alio among iinperfe ions and 
evils, feem to be involved in every 
@aic cf human pra fre. 

Againy mankind are continua lly 
employed in fome fort of pra¢ Lice, 
however impertect, while th t i; 


. la 5” 
norance and netligence of the fpe- 
Lae, mAttera * the pnd bay 
Cui itive POW rs oj tne underftand- 
mare exceflive and ceneral. They 


are therefore apt to call every refult 
of practice true, that dées not de 


feat its own end, or at “alt, 
' 
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is tolerably fuccefsful, and by a ve, 
ry natural operation of ignorance 

and felfith pride, they applaud pracs 
tice, as the only proper tefl of what 
is ufeful and right ty and decry {pes 
culation, 28 a vifionary and pro. 
jefting turn of mind. But if truth 
be the only bafis, on which any du, 
rable fvflem of human welfare and 
happinefs can be built; iferror and 
imperfeétion ure the endlefs fources 
ef human degradation and milery, 
then it cannot be fairly denied, that 
the fpeculative have much pre-emi- 
nence over the practical powers. of 
human nature-—they. are. the only 
fources of our knowledge, powér 
and hrppinefs, and never can be 
eminently ufeful, except when they 
are conjoil ned, and adcling in the 
moftharmoniousunion. Itis there. 
fore a moft pernicious error, to ate 
tempt a feverance of what God and 
hature have joined together, for 
promoting the perfeQi! sility of mane 
kind. 

Tn the common courfe of things, 
the fpeculative dedations of .the 
ul nd erftanding are the forerunners 
of iipiGved" "practice. Now and 
then a man of extraordinary intel, 


tetual power arifes, who thinks 
much faste 


CC 
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contemporaries. — The confequei 
Ces, as 'th ey refpect the man, des 
pe ‘ndu il pe yn th e ful bject of his {pe Cus 


tations: if they’ relate to phy {rcs 


Sale Se she gene S.A oe 

ik mechanic Sy Lj}¢ author Ls derided 
. a . . _” 

orat beft, piticd for his vifionary 


ts; if they refpeG ethics, 


religion or government, the powers 
} ee ° ; 
that qwe give the men. of prejudice, 


take alarm, pronounce the author 
4 ly ‘ 2 7. - srr arn? 
Quilty. Of introducin, F dgangerots 
° ] ) = 
oAliions and tnnovatio 5 ana pers 


iecute him.with all the loverity @ TiC 

rancour, which the tp rit and i 1nd hie 
"gl - - 

tutions of the age or piace in 
od 

W hich he hapr ens tO live, Vy isl pels 
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r and fariber than lig 
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The-fpirit of the age permitted 
L ither to be periecuted, and half a 
in Hoke perh: psy of his fellaw-men 
to be murdered, for-adopting his in- 
algable’ innovationse Gallileotho’t 
too falt and too far for the age in 

which he lived, and was thrown in- 
to the dungeons of the inquilition ; 
the yreat and amiable des Cartes, 
for the fame fault, was banifhed 
from | his native country by the pow- 
ers that were. Mr Locke was 
guilty of “a crime of faft and far 
thinking, and accordingly he was 
perfecuted, as far as the ipirit of 
the age and the recent revolutien 
of the thr one, would allow his per- 
fecutors to go» .The medical art 
feems to interfere with the ruling 
powers, aslittle asany calling what- 
ever: yet during tl ie hot contro- 
verly among the dodtors about the 
virtues or the virulence of antimo- 


ny, the virulent party gained ade- 
cided victorye 1f thou doft not 
know by what meaus fir. pray guefs ; 
Why by obtaining. a decree of the 


TR eet, oy ew aad 
Pari ament of Pat iS, eC Ci dir Gite 
eget en 
timony tabe a paisa, and forbid- 
ding | 1s ufe 5 W hip the PPEBES te 
ritory. -This 
1595 and mis Seek unrepealed al- 
moft @ century—what would the 


ecree Was made 1) 


einetic tartar Doctors and their pa- 
tie nits lay Lo fucl id Alt act of cone rreis, 


though carried by th he i it mae 


jor ity of lovers of ener c order 
and revenue »? that. has "ence been 
muttered ?o1n the’pretent day, Wil- 
ham God LW 1 flands arraNgned for 
the fame crime, amang tlie firit-rate 


oO 


e 
culprits. lt isthat the weapons ol 
periecution, hawe for. fome. time 
been principa lly confined to misre- 
prefe: Yiation, invedlive nnd: calum- 
nye What additions its armoury 


may receive from laws, concerning 
j } Da a* ei ae! ‘ 
pe hitical di Oe! Is and SEG LION. Call Nor 
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now be calculated. With iue 
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weapons however as they have, te 
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men of prejudice fight bravely, and 
en rafhly. Titen to one chjec- 
&3 ye! Se end you would fuppofe het 
Godwin had written a chimerical 
book on agriculture—you will hear 
of nothing but a plough, that is to 
be turned into a field aud perform 
a good days work, without team or 
ploughman—look into the beok, 
and you will find that the authors 
allufion to the plough is a cafual il. 
luftration of the poflible improve- 
ment of mechanics. Another che 
jector, pe haps reeking from debau- 
chery, will fhake his head, ahd tell 
you that Godwin withes to rend 
afunder all the facred ties of mar- 
riage, and to introduce a eae 
ous intercourfe of the fexes—if yo 
examine what the author has fad 
and what he has done, upon this 
fubject, you will probably confefs 
that it is the leafl defenfible of any 
part of his work;-but if you are 
candid, you will acknowle dp re, that 
he oo approves of the difufe of 
the common forms and coercive ob- 
lizations of matrimony, as contfe- 
quences of a poflible and extreme 


purity of morals, ab cipecially ot 
temperance in the i¢xual appetite . 


and that he humfelf was married, af- 
ter the publication of his book.—A 


third acculer, efpecially if he be a 
litde richer than his neighbe 8, dil- 
miffes the culprit with, OL! damn 


the books the fellow’s poor, wilhes to 
break down all the tences of pro 
perty, and to bring about a general 
teramble.—Enguire of thofe who 
know the fellow, end you. tearn.that 
his property is competent, that he 
employ: 5 it to ver y. penevoc lent pu; « 
poles th 1a the never.c! ‘ate | his netghe 
bor, nor covets ony thing that. i is 
hise ‘Phe political, and probably, 
venal author af the Purfuits of Lit. 
erature, ejecis much inveclive and 
pite acain{t fe veral perfons, who 
Wave adwocage d the general libert Ly 
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and happinefs of mankind, particeu- 
larly againft Doctor Darwin and 
Mr. Godwin. His remarks upon 
both will never injure them, in the 
eftimation of thofe who are proper 
judges of their merits, and thofe a- 
gainit the latter are particularly i Ime 
potent—the fame author in enume- 
rating the forms of rule which he 
abjures, and abhors, defcribes our 
federal government, by the expret> 
fon of a “prefident of factious 


OF LIBELS. 


councils,” and denies it a place ag. 
mong, what he calls, “the forms 
of regulated empire."~=-It is ftrange 
that hundreds of Americans, fhould 
pafs this paffage unnoticed, in order 
to drink with avidity of the ftream 
of virulence, which this author dis 
rects againit men, to whom mane 
kin! will ever be indebted, 

Ob! reader if thoucan st but read, 
read these books, try to understand 
them, and judg e for thyself. oe 


este 01 OFF) ORO 2 0 tee 
GODIVIN’s POLITICAL FUSTICE. 


BOOK VI. 


OF LIEELS. 


Public libels.—Injustice of an attempt to prescribe the method in which. 


public questions shall be discussed.—Its pusillanimity.—JInvitations to 
tumtult.—Private libels.—Reasons in favor of their being subjected to, 
restraint meAnsweremt. It is necessary the truth should be told.—Sal- 
utary effects of the unrestrained investic¢ation of charactcrmnObjec~ 
tion: freedom of speech would be productive of calumny, not of juss 
ticewmmAnswereeapFuture history of libelme2. It is necessary. men should 
be taught to be sincere.—Extent of the evil which arises from a coms 


mand to be insincere.—_T he mind spontaneously shrinks from the prost« 


cution of a libel mmConclusione 


In the examination already be- 
ftowed upon the article of herefy, 
political and religious,* we have an- 
ticipated one of the two heads of 
the law of libel ; and, if the argu- 
ments there adduced be admitted 
for valid, it will follow that no pun- 
iuhment can juftly be awarded a- 
gaint any writing or words deroga- 
tory to religion or political govern- 
ment. 


It is impoffible to eftablifh any 
folid pabeen of diftinction upon this 
fubject, or to lay down rules in 
conformity tg which arguments, 
either politicat or religious, muft 
be treated. It is impoflible to tell 
me, when I am penetrated with the 
magnitude of the fubjeé, that F 
mutt be logical and not eloquent ; 
or when I feel the abfurdity of the 
theory I am combating, that I muft 


e— To 


NOTE. 
® Chap. IIE. 
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fiot.eXprefs it in terms that fhall 
produce feelings of ridicule in my 
teaders. It were better to forbid 
ine the difcuifion of the fubject al- 
together, than forbid me todefcrine 
itin the manner I conceive to be 
moft fuitable to its meritss It 
would be a noft tyrannical {pecies 
of candor to tell me, “ You may 
write againft the fyftem we patro- 
nife, provided you will write in an 
unbecil and ineffectual manner ; you 
may enquire and invefti ,ate asmuch 
as you pleafe, provided, when you 
undertake to communicate tne re- 
fult, you carefully check your ar- 
dour, and be upon your guard that 
you do not convey any of your own 
feelings to your readers’? Add to 
this, that rules of diftinStion, as 
they are abfurd in relation to the 
diffydents, will prove a continual in- 
ftrumentt of ufurpation and injuf- 
tice to the ruling party. No rea- 
fonings will appear fair to them, but 
fuch as are futile. If I fpeak with 
energy, they will deem me imflama- 
tory; andif Ideicribe cenfurable 
proceedings in plain and homely, 
but pointed language, they will 
Cry out upon me as a buffoon. 

It muft be truly a lamentable 
cafe, if truth, favoured by the ma- 
ny and patronized by the great, 
fhould prove too weak to enter the 
lifts with falfehood. It is felf-evi- 
dent, that that which will ftand the 
teft of examination, cannot need 
the fupport of penal ftatutes. Af- 
ter our adverfaries have exhaufted 
their eloquence and exerted them- 
felves to miflead us, truth has a 
clear, nervous and fimple ftory to 
tell, which, if force be excluded on 
all fides, will not fail to put down 
their arts. Mifreprefentation will 
{fpeedily vanifh, if the friends of 
truth be but half as alert as the ad- 
vocates of falfehood. Surely then 
it is a moft ungracious plea to offer, 
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“ We are too idle to reafon with 
you, we are therefore determined to 
filence you by force.” So long as 
the adverfaries of juftice confine 
themiclves to expoitulation, there 
can be no ground for ferious alarms 
As foon as they begin to a& with 
violence and riot, it will then be 
time enough to encounter them 
with forces 
There is however one particular 
clafs of libels that feem to demand 
a feparate confideration. A libel 
may either not confine itfelf to any 
{fpecies of iiluftration of religion or 
government, or it may leave illuf= 
tration entirely out of its view.— 
Its obje&t may be to invite a mul- 
titude of perfons toaffemble, as the 
firft ftep towards ats of violence. 
A public Irbel is any f{pecies of wri 
ting in which the wifdom of fome 
eftablifhed fyttem is controverted ; 
and it cannot be denied that a difs 
paffionate and fevere demonftration 
of its injuftice tends, not lefs than 
the moit alarming tumult, to the 
deftruGtion of fuch inititutions.— 
ut writing and {peech are the pro- 
per and becoming methods of ope- 
rating changes in human fociety, 
and tumult is improper and equiv- 
ocal method. Inthe cafe then of 
the fpecific preparations of riot, it 
fhould feem that the regular force 
of the fociety may lawfully inter- 
fere. But this interference may 
be of two kinds. It may confift 
of precautions to counterad all tu- 
multuous concourfe, or it may ar- 
raign the individual for the offence 
he has committed againft the peace 
of the community. The firft of 
thefe feems fufficiently commenda- 
ble and wife, and would, if vigilant 
lyexerted, be in almottall cafes ade- 
quate to the purpofe. The fecond 
is attended with fome difficulty. 
A libel the avowed intention ot 
which is to lead to immediate vio- 
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C988 OF 
lence, is altogetiier different front 
a publication in which the general 
merits of any inftitution are. treated 
with the utmoft freedom, and may 
well be fuppofed to fall under dif. 
ferent rules. The difficulty here 
arifés only from the confideration 
of the general nature of punifh- 
ment, whichis abhorrent to the true 
principles of mind, andought to 
be reftrained within ‘’as narrow li- 
mits as poffible, if not inflantly a- 
b. ifhed. t+ A diftinétien to which 
obfervation and experience in ca- 
fes of judicial proceeding have uni- 
formly led, is that between cries 
that exift only in intention, and 
overt acts. So far as prevention 
only is concerned, the former would 
feem in many cafes not lefs entitled 
tothe anhimadverlion of fociety than 
the latter; but the evidence of in- 
tention ufually refts upon circums 
ftances equivocal and mitute; and 
the friend of juftice will tremble to 
érect any grave proceeding upon os 
tincertain a bafis. Thefe 
ings on exhortations to tum it 
will alfo be found applicable with 
flight variation to incendiary let- 
ters addreffied to private perfons. 
But the law of libel, as we have 
already faid, diftributes itfelf into 
two heads, libels againft public efta- 
blifhments and meafures, and libels 
againft private character. Thofe 
Who have been willing to admitthat 
the firft ought to »pafs ‘ustpuniffied, 
have generally afferted the provriety 
of counteracting the latter by ’cén« 
fures and penalties. It fhall be 
the bufinefs of the remainder of 
this chapter to thew tha€ they were 
erroneous in their decifion, 
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The arcum ents upon which th iP 
decifion i: built mutt be allowed to 
ke both popular and impreflive.— 
“ There is no external poffeffion 
tnore folid or more valuable than 
dh honeft fame. | My property, itt 
goods or eftate,‘is appropriated on- 
Jy by corivention. 
the moft part t 


Its i is for 
thé creature of ades 
bauched imaginati ion 5 and, if I 
were fuficiently’ wife and philos 
fophic al, he that deprived me ‘of it 
vould do me very little injury.— 
He that inff&s a flab upon my 
character is a much more formidas 
ble enemy. It isa very ferious ine 
convenience that my countrymen 
fhould regard me as deftitute of 
prificiple and honefty. Ifthe mifs 
chief were entirely to myfelf, it is 
not poflible to be By. pei with 
tevity.s I muft be ‘oid of all fenfe 
of juftice, if I were callous to the 
con Lempt and detefation of the 
world. lmuft ceafe to be a many 
it T were unaffeCied by the calumny 
that de eprived me of the friend I 
loved, and left me perhaps without 
one bofom in which to repofe my 
= ig merry But thts is not all. 
efame ftroke that annihilates my 

< hinrtOers extremely abridges, if it 
do not annihilate, my uiefulnefs. 
It is m vain that I would exert my 
good intentions and my talents for 
the afliftance of others, if my mos 
tives be perpetually mifinterpreted. 
Mes will not hiften to the argu- 
ments‘of him they defpife ; he will 
be fpurned during life, and execra: 
ted as long as his memory endures 
What then are we to conclude but 
that to arf injury, greater than rob- 
bery, greater perhaps than murder, 
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. * See the following Book, 
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we ought to 2awatd an exemplary 
pun fhment.” ' 

The anfwer to this ftatement may 
be given in the form of an illultra- 
tion of two propofitions: firft, that 
it is neceffary..the truth fhould he 
told ; fecondly, that it is neceflary 
men fhould be taught to be fin- 
ceree 

Fir. it is neceflary the truth 
fhould be told. Howcan this ever 
be done, if 1 be forbiddea to fpeak 
upon more than one fide of the 
queftion? The cafe is here exactly 
fimilar to the cafe of religion and 
political eftablifament. Ifwe muft 
always hear the praife of things as 
they are, and allow no man.to urge 
an objection, we may be. fulled in- 
to torpid tranquility, but we can 
never be wife. | 

If a veil of — favour is to 
be drawn over the indiferetions and 
faults of mankind, it is eafy to per- 
ceive whether virtue or vice will 
be the gainers There is no terror 
that comes home to the heart of 
vice, like the terror of being exhi- 
bited to the public eye. On the 
contrary there is no reward worthy 
to be beftowed upon eminent vir- 
tue but this one, the plain, unvar- 
nifhed proclamation of its excel- 
lence in the face of the world. 

If the unreftrained difcuffion of 
abfiradt enquiry be of the hicheft 
importance to mankind, ‘the unre. 
ftrained inveftigation of chareéer 
is fearcely lefs to be cultivated. 
If truth were univerfally told of 

men’s difpofitions and actions. gib- 
bets and wheels might be : {miffed 
from the face of the earth. The 
knave unmafked would be “oblived 
to turn honeftin his own defence. 
Nay, no man would have time to 
hag a knave.e Truth would fol. 
ow him in his firftirrefolute effays, 
and public difapprobation arrefthim 
lathe commencement of his career. 


There are many metiat prefent who 


pals for virtuous, that tremble at 


the boldnefs of a project like this. 
Vhey would be detected in their ef- 
feminacy and imbecility. Their 
imbecility is the growth 6f that in- 
aufp cious tecrecy, which national 
manners and political intitutions at 
prefent: draw over the aciions of 
individuals. Iftruth were spoken 
Without reierves, there would be no 
fuch meninexiltences Men would 
act with clearnefs and decilion, if 
they had no hopes in concez!ment, 
if they law at every turn that the 
eye of the world wes upon them.— 
How great would be the magnae 
nimity of the man who-was always 
fure to be obferved fure tobe judg- 
ged wth dilecernment, and to be 
treated with juftice *. Feeblenefs of 
character would hourly lofe its ins 
fluence in the breaft of thofe over 
whom it now domineers. They 
would feel themielves perpetually 
urged with an aufpicous violence to 
affume manners more worthy of 
the form they bear. 

To thefe reafonings it may per- 
haps be rejomed, * ‘This indeed is 
an interetiing picture. If truth 
could be univertally told, the ef- 
feéts would no doubt be of the moft 
excellent nature; but the expetta- 
toin is to be regardedas vilionary.”” 

Not fo: the difcovery of -indie 
vidual and perfonal truth is to be 
effi-cted in the fame nanner as the 
difcovery of general truth, by dif- 
cuflion. From the collifion of dif 
agreeins accounts juftice and reas 
{on will be produced. Mankind 
feldom think much of any part cu- 
lar fubje&t, without coming to think 

richt at laft. 

“Is it then to be foppetes that 
mankihd will have the difcernment 


and the juftice of their owh atcord” 


to reject the libel 2” Yes; lbels- 
do not _at prefent deceive méakind, 
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from their intrinfic power, but from 
the reftraint under which they la- 
bor. The man, who from his 
dungeon, is brought to the light 
of day cannot accurately dif- 
tinguifh colours; but he that 
has iuffered no confinement, feels 
no difficulty in the operation...— 
Such is the ftate of mankind at 
prefent: they are not- exercifed to 
employ their judgment, and there- 
fore they are deficient in judgment. 
The moft improbable tale now makes 
a deep impreffion; but then men 
would be aceuftomed to fpeculate 
upon the poffibilitiesof humanaction 

At firft it may be, if all reftraint 
upon the freedom of writing and 
fpeech were removed, and men were 
encouraged to declare what they 
thought as publicly as pofktble, ev- 
ery prefs would be burdened with 
an innundation of fcandal. But 
the ftories by their very multiplicity 
would defeat themfelves. No one 
man, if the he were fuccefsful, 
would become the obje& of uni- 
verfal perfecution. Ina fhort time 
the reader, accuftomed to the difs 
feGtion of chara&ter, would acquire 
difcriminations He would either 
detect the impofition by its inter- 
nal abfurdity, or at leaft would at- 
tribute to the ftory no farther weight, 
than that to which its evidence en- 
titled it. 

Libel, like every other human 
concern, would foon find its level, 
if it were delivered from the inju- 
rious interference of political infti- 
tution. The libeller, that is, he 
who utters an unfounded calumny, 
either invents the itory he tells, or 
delivers it with adegree of affurance 
te which the evidence that has of- 
fered itfelf to him is by no means 
eatitlel. Ineach cafe he would 
meet with his proper punifhment in 
the judgment of the world. The 
coniequences of his error would 
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fall back upon himfelf. He would 
either pafs for a malignant acculer, 
or for a rafh and headlong cenfurers 
Anonymous feandal would be al. 
moft impoffible in a {tate where no. 
thing was concealed. But, if it 
were attempted, it would be wholly 
pointlefs, fince, where there could 
be no honeft and rational excufe 
fer concealment, the defire to be 
concealed would prove the bafenefs 
of the motive. 

Secondly, force ought not to ins 
tervene for the fuppreflion of pri- 
vate libels, becaufe men ought to 
learn to be fincere- There is no 
branclrof virtue more effentia! than 
that which confifts in giving lan- 
guage to our thoughts. He that 
is accuftomed to utter what he 
knows to be falfe orto fupprefs what 
he knows to be true, is in a perpes 
tual ftate of degradation. If I 
have had particular opportunity to 
obferve any man’s vices, jullice will 
not fail to luevefi to me that I 
ought to admonifh him of his er- 
rors, and to warm thole whom his 
errors might injure. There may 
be very fufficient ground for my re- 
prefenting him as a vicious many 
though I may be totably unable to 
eftablifh his vices fo as to make him 
a proper fubje& of judicial punifh- 
ment. “Nay, it cannot be other- 
wife ; for [ ought to defcribe his 
character exadtly fuch as it appears 
to be, whether. it be virtuous, or 
Vicious, or of ar ambiguous nature. 
Ambiguity would prefently ceafe, 
if every man avowed his fentiments. 
It is here as in the intercourfes of 
friendfhip; a timely explanation 
feldom fails to héal a broil; mifs 
underftandings would not grow 
confiderable, were we not in the 
habit of brooding over imaginary 
wrongs. 


Laws for the fuppreffion of pri’ 


vate libels are, properly {peaking 
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Jaws to reflrain men from the prac- 
tice of fincerity. They create a 
warfare between the genuine dic- 
tates of unbiaifed private judgment 
and the apparent fenfe of the com- 
munity ; throwing obfcurity upon 
the principles of virtue, and intpi- 
ritig an indifference to the practice. 
This is one of .thefe confequences 
of political inflitutien that prefents 
itfelf at every moment: morality 
4 apse: the victim of uncertains 
and:daubt. Contradictory fyi- 
eas of condu& contend with each 
other for the preference, and I be 
come indifferenttothemall. How 
is it poflible that I fhould imbibe 
the divine enthufiafin of benevo- 
lence ane. j jufticey when I am pre- 
vented f "a difcerning what itis 
fo which shey conlift? Other laws 
affume for the topic of their ani- 
madverlion actions ef unfrequent 
occurrences But the law of li- 
bels uiurps the office of direCting 
mein my daily duties, and by per- 
vetually menacing me with the 
fcourge of punifhment, undertakes 
to reuder me habitually a caward, 
continually governed by the bafeft 
and moft unprine ipled motives. 
Courage confifts more in this cir- 
cum{tance than in any other, the 
daring to fpeak every thing, the ut 
teving of which may conduce to 
good. Ations, the performance 
of which requires @n inflexible refo- 
lution, call upon ug but feidom ; 
but the virtuous economy of {peech 
is our perpetual affair. Every mo- 
ralift can tell us, that morality em- 
inently confifts in “the govern- 
ment of the po ge *» But this 
brauch of morality has long been 
inverted. a sad of ftudyi ing what 
we fhall tell, we are taught to coli- 
fider what we thal conceal. In- 
{ead of an active virtue, “ going 
cs out doing BoC od,”’. we are in iftruc- 
ted to believe that the chicf end of 
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manisto dono mifchief. Inftead of 
fortitude, we are carefully imbued 
with maxims of artifice and cun- 
ning, mifnamed prudence. 

Let us contraft the charaer of 

thole men with whom we are uc- 
cultomed to converfe, with the 
character of menfuchas they ought 
to be, and willbe. On the one fide 
we perceive a perpetual caution, 
that fhrinks from the obferving 
eye; thac conceals with a thoufand 
folds the genuine emotions of the 
heart, and that renders us unwilling 
to approach the men that we fup- 
pole accuftomed to read it, and to 
tell what they read. Such charac 
ters as ours are the mere fhadows of 
men, with a fpecious outfide per- 
haps, but deftitute of fubfance and 
foul. Oh, when fhall we arrive at 
the land of realities, when men fhall 
be known for what they are, by en- 
ergy of thought and intrepidity of 
action! It is fortitude, that mutt 
render a man fuperior alike to ca- 
refles-and threats, enable him to de- 
rive his happinels from within, and 
accuftom him to be upon all occa. 
fions prompt to aflift and to inform, 
Every thing therefore favourable 
to fortitude mutt be of ineftimable 
value ; every thing that inculcates 
diflimulation worthy of our perpe- 
tual abhorrence. 

There is one thing more that is 
of importance to be oblerved upon 
this fubje&t of libel, which is, the 
good effedrs that would {pring from 
every man’s being accuflomed to 
encounter falfhood with its only 
proper antidote, truth. After all 
the argyanents that have been in- 
duftrioufly accumulated to juttify 
profecution for libel, every man 
that will retire into "himfelf, will 
feei himfelf convinced of their ine 
fuficiencve ‘Lhe modes in which 
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an innocent and a guilty man would 


repel an accufation agaipit them, 
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( x78 ) USEFUL INFORMATION. 


might be expscted to be oppolite : 
but the law of libel confounds 
them. He that was confcicus of 
his rectitude, and undebauched by 
31 fvitems of government, would 
fay tohts advertary, ‘ Publifh what 
you pleafe ag ainit me, I have truth 
on my fide, z ard will confoun ‘lyour 
mifre prefenta‘ ions.” His fenie of 
firnefs and juftice would not permit 
him to fay, © T wall have recourfe 
to the only means that are con2e- 
nial to guilt, I will compel you to 
efilent.” A man, urged by in- 
diznation and impatience, nay com- 
mence a profecution againft his ae- 
culer ; but he may be affured, the 
world, that is a difintercfied fpecta- 
tor, feels no cordiality for his pro- 
ceedings. The language of their 
fentiments upon fuch occation is, 
66 What! he dares not even let us 
hear what can be faid a,ain{t him.” 
The arguments in favor of juf 
tice, howevér different may be the 
views under which it is confidered, 
perpetual! y run paralled to each 
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as thofe und-r the preceding, the 
generat ion of act tivity and fortitude 
The tendency of all falfe fyftems 
political inftitution, is to render the 
mind lethargic and torpid. Were 
we accuftomed not to recur either 
to public or individu] force, but 
upon occafions that unequivocally 


der this head are prec ‘ifely the fam 


wh © 


julificath remployment, we fhould 


then come to have dome relpect for 
reafon, tor we fh-uld knéei itg 
power. How great muft be the 
difference bétween hm who ane 
fwers me with a writ of fummons 
-achallenge, and him who ems 
ploys the fword and the fheeld of 
truth alone? He knows that force 
only is to oh encountered with 
force; and allezation with allewvas 
tion; -and ha {corns to change 
piaces bi the offender by being 
the frit to break the peace. He 
does that which, were it not for the 
derenerate habits of fociety, would 
fcarcely deferve the nature of cou. 
rage, dares to meet upon equal 
ground, with the facred: armour of 
truth; an aver tary who polleffes 
only the } perifhe ble weapens of falfs 
heol. He cails up his underflane 
ding ; and does not defpair of bafs 
fling the fhallow pretences of cas 
lumny» He calls up his firmnefs + 
ana knows that a plain ftory. every 
word of which is marked with the 
emphatis of fincerity, wll carry cons 
victionto every hearer. It wereabe 
furd to expe that truth fhould be 
cultivated, fo long as we are ace 
cuftomed co believe that it is an 
impotert incumbrance. It would 
be impoffible to negle& it, if we 
kne ew tifit it was as impenetrable 
adamant, and as lafting as the 
world. 
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THE horrors of war from which 
we have efcaped by the tnterven- 
tion of virtuous men and the ope- 
ration of public opinion, cannot be 
more clearly pointed out than by a 
comparifon of our condition, and 
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the condition of the two principal 
belligerent nations with each othere 
It would be an endlefs tafk to enu- 
merate all the branches of Britifh 
cee ¢ xpences. We fhalt 
give only a few data, upon which 
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the refources of the two great na- 
val powers, and our relative capaci- 
ty in the fame relations may be ap- 

reciated ; we fhall flate the popu- 
Fition, national debt, and propor- 
tion which each individual would 
have to pay of that debt--in dol- 
lars. 


COMPARATIVE VIEW. 
America, Population, §:000,000 


Debt, g0,000,000 
per bead, 18 
France, Population, 35,006,000 
vf Debt, 70,000,000 
per bead, 2 
G. Brit. Population, 11,000,000 
Debt, 2,;222,000,000 
per bead, 202 


According to a pamphlet publith- 
ed in London by the under Secreta 
ty of the Treafury. Rofe, we om 
many important fa&ts laid open 
the public, we fhall itate the reve- 

nue of the laft year, as th a ratio by 
which this public Britith officer has 
eftimated that of the prefent—we 
fhall ftaté our own revenue as it has 
been eftimated in a document laid 
before Conogrefs——and we fhall af- 
fume that of France, though it 
might be eflimated at a full third 
lefs, and her natural means are two 
thirds greater. 
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TO THE CITIZENS OF THEI UNI- 
TED STATES. 





While candid and informed hif- 
torians and other writers in the 
éhriftian church, contefs and lament 
the {pirit of intolerance which has 
frequently degraded hele religion, 
itis hoped that the following ine 
Valuable extras from the works of 
that excellent man, Thomas Jeffer- 
fon, the pre nt Vice-Prefident of 
the United S ates, will be an ac- 
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American, Revenue, 9,000,009 
Expenditures,t 5,900,000 


per béad, 3 

French, I?evenue, 80,000,000 
Expenditures, 106,000,000 

per head, 3 

Britifh, Revenue, 80,000,000 


Expend’tures, 106,000,000. 


per bead, 19 
enqpainaat 
Again, the principal officers of 
the government of the three nas 
Tons. 
AMERICAN ADMINISTRATION. 











Dolise 
Prefident’s annual falary, 25 o00 
Vice-Prefident, 5,000 
Secretaries, 20,000 
59,000 

FRENCH ADMINISTRATION, 
FirRt Conful, 200,000 
Second & third Conful, 120,000 
Secretaries, 56,000 
376,0c0 

BRITISH ADMINISTRATION.- 
King, 4;440,000 
Prime Minifter, 40.000 
Three Secretaries, 66,000 
4:546,000 








ceptable tribute of refpe& for true 
religion, correct animofities among 
fetari: ns, and extend univerfal 
peace and confidence through our 
country. 

This publication, appeared to be 
more needful at this time, when 
the profefors of chriftianity in the 
United States, lament that fafis, 
prayers and fermons, have been 
perverted to the purpofes of war; 

imolities of party. 
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fed with due reverence for the au- 
thor of his exiftense and conflant 
preferver, invariably obtains re- 
fpect, dignity and ufefulnefs, by 
avoiding the overtures of hypocri- 
fy, and {pecious pretexts of piety. 

Affuming no dominion over the 
faith of others, he refpedtfully re- 
figns the rites of religion and acts 
of piety to the acceptance of all 
men, according to the light they 
have received, and the ditiates of 
their own conf{ciences. 

To put aa end to perfecutions, 
wealuufies, rancors and delufions, 
refulting from the union of church 
and ftate, by political eftablifhinents, 
has been the aim of thofe who fe- 
cured independence and law for us, 
as a nation, with the aidof our own 
valor and wifdom. 

Upon the prefervation of thefe 
facred and ineftimable rights, de- 
pends a large proportion of our fe- 
licity and profperity at all times. 

THE EDITOR 
Extract from Jefferson's Notes on 
Virginide 
dane 
THE DIFFERENT RELIGIONS RE- 

CEIVED INTO THE STATE OF 

VIRGINIA. 

THE firft fettlers inthis coun- 
try were emigrants from England, 
of the Englifh chureh, juft at a 
point of time when it was finfhed 
with complete vittory over the re- 
ligious of all perfuafions. Poffe(- 
fed, as they became, of the powe 
of making, adminiftering, and exe- 
cuting the laws, they fhewed ecaual 
intolerance in this coumury with 
their Prefbyterian brethren, who 
had emigrated to the northern go- 
vernment. The poor Quakers were 
flying from perfecution in England. 
y hey caft their eyes on thef= new 
countries as afylums of civil and 
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them free only for the reigning fe@, 
Several ais of the Virginia Aflem. 
bly of 1659, 1662 and 1693, had 
made it penal in parents to refufe 
to have their children baptized; 

had prohibited the unlawful affeme 
bling of Quakers ; had made it pes 


nal for any mafter of a veflel ta 
bring a Quaker into the fate; had 


ardered thofe already here, and: 
fuch as fhould come thereafter, to 
be imprifoned til they fhould abe 
jure the country: provided a mil, 
der punifhment for their firft and 
fecond return, but death for their 
third; had inhibited all pertong 
from fuffering their meeting in or 
neartheir houles, ¢ entertaining them 

individually, or difpofing of books 
his h fu sported their tenets. li 
noexecution took place here, as 
did in New-England, it was not 
owing to the moderation of the 
church, or fpirit of the legiflature, 
as may be interred, from the law 
ittelf ; but to hiftorical circumftans 
ces which have not been handed 
down to use The Anglicans re- 
tained full poffeilion of the coun 
try about acentury. Other opin- 
ions began then to creep in, and 
the great care of the government 
to fupport their own church, has 
ving begotten an equal degrree of 
indolence in its clergy, two-thirds 
of the people had become diffenters 
at the commencement of the pres 
fent revolutions The laws indeed 
were {till oppreflive on them, but 
the fpirit of the one party had fub- 
fided into moderation, and of the 
other had arifen to a degree of de- 
termination which commanded re- 
{pect. 

The prefent fiate of our laws on 
the fubject of religion is this— 
Vis tou rention of _— 1776, in 
their declaration of rights, decla- 

red it to Se a truth, a a natural 


of rehigion 
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fhould be free ; but when they pro- 
teeded to form-on that declaration 
the ordinance of government, in- 
ficad of taking up every principle 
declared in the bill of rights, and 
guarding it by legiflative fanction, 
they patied over that which afferted 
our religious rights, leaving them 


4 


-as they found them. The fame 


eonventicn, however, when they 
met as a member of the. general al 
fembly in October, 1776, repealed 
all acts of parliament which had 
rendered criminal the maintaining 
auy opinions in matters of religion, 
the forbearing to repair to church, 
and the exerciliig any mode of 
worthip; and fufpendced the laws 
giving falaries to the clergy, which 
fufpenfion was made perpetual in 
October 1779+ Statutory oppref- 
fions in religion being thus wiped 
away, we remain at prefent under 
thoie only impoted by the common 
law, or by our own acts of affem- 
bly. Atthe common law, Leresy 
was a Capital offence, punifhable by 
burning. Its definition was left to 
the ecclefiaftical judges, betore 
whom the conviction was, till the 
fatute of the 1 El. c. 3. circum. 
fcribed it, by declaring, that no- 
thing fhould be deemed herefy, but 
what had been fo determined by 
authority of the canonical {crip- 
tures, or by one of the four firft 
generat councils, or by fome other 
council havmg for the grounds of 
their declaration the expre{s and 
plain words of tlte {cviptures. He- 
refy, thus circumfcribed, being an 
offence at the common law, -our 
a of Aflembly of OGtober, 1777, 
G17. gives cognizance of it to the 
general court, by declaring that 
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the jurifdi&lion of that court fhall 
be general in all matters at the 
common law. fhe execution is by 
the writ De boeretico comburendas 
By our own a& of ailembly of 1706; 
C. 30. if a perfon brought up in the 
chrifian religion denies the being 
of a God, or the Trinity, or afferts 
there are more gods than one, or 
denies the Chriftian religion to be 
true, or the fcriptures to be of di- 
vine authority, he is punifhable on 
the frft offence by incapacity to 
hold any office or employment ec- 
clefiaftical, civil, or military; on 
the fecond by difability to fue, to 
take any gift or legacy, to be guar- 
dian, executor, or adminiftrator, 
and by three years imprifonment 
without bail. <A father’s right to 
the cuftody of his own children bee 
ing founded in law on his right of 
guardianfhip, this being taken away, 
they may of courle be ievered from 
him, and put by the authority of 2 
court, into more orthodox hands. 
This is a fummary view of that ree 
ligious flavery, under which a peo. 
ple have been willing to remain, 
who have lavifhed their hves and 
fortunes for the eftablifhment of 
their civil freedom. *‘)he error 
feems not fufficiently eradicated, 
that the operations of the mind, as 
well as the aéts of the body, are 
fubje& to the coercion of the laws. 
But our rulers can have no author- 
ity over fuch natural rights only as 
we have fabmitted to them. ‘The 
rights of confcience we never fub- 
mitted, we could not fubmit. We 
are anfwerable for them to our Sod. 
The legitimate powers of govern« 
ment extend to fuch a&s only as 
are injurious toethers. But it does 
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me no injury for my ne'ghbor to fay 
there are twenty gods, or noged. It 
Meither p cks my pocket nor breaks 
If it be faid, his teftimony 
in a court of jullice cannot be reli- 
ed on, reject it then, and be the 
ftigzma on him. Conftraint may 
make him worfe by making hima 
hypocrite, but it will never make 
him atruerman. It may fix him 
obftinately in his errors, and will 
not cure them. Reafon and free 
inguiry are the only effectual agents 
againiterror. Give aloofe tothem, 
they will fupport the true religion, 
by bringing every falfe one to their 
tribunal, to the teft of their inveiti- 
gation. They are the natural enemies 
of errer and of error only. Had not 
th: Roman government permitted 
free enquiry,Chriftianity could never 
have been introduced. Had not 
free inquiry been indulged at the 
ra of the reformation, the corrup- 
tions of Chriftianity could not have 
been purged away. Ifit be re- 
trained how, the prefent corrupti- 
ons will be prote*ed, and new ones 
encouraged. Was the government 
to preicribe to us our medicine and 
diet, our bodies would be in fuch 
keeping as our fouls arenow. Thus 
in France the emeti¢ was once for- 
bidden as a medicine, and the pota- 
to.as an article of food, Govern- 
ment is jult as infallible too when it 
fixes fyftems in phyficse Galileo 
was fent to the Inquifition for af- 
firming that the earth was a {phere: 
the government had declared it to 
be asflat as atrencher, aud Galileo 
was obliged to abjure his error.— 
This error however at length pre- 
yailed,the earth became aglobe, and 
Defcartes declared: it was whirled 
roundits axisby a vortex. The go- 
vernment in which he lived was wile 
enoughto fee that this wasno queftion 
of civil jurifdiction, or we fhould all 
have been involved by authority 


‘EXTRACE FROM 


in vorticese In fact, the vortices 
have been extploded, and the New. 
tonian principle of gravitation is 
now more firmly eltablihhed, on the 
bafis of reaton, than it would be 


were the government to ftep in, and 


to make it an article of neceffary 
faith. Reafon and experiment have 


been indulged, and error has fied. 


before them. It is error alone 
which needs the fupport of governs 
mente Truth can itand by itfelf, 
Subje& opinion to coercion: whom 
will you make your inguifitors? 
Fallible men; men governed by bad 
paitions, by private as well as pubs 
lic reafons. And why fubje& it to 
coercion? To produce uniformity. 
But is uniformity of opinion cetirae 
ble? No more than of tace and fta- 
ture. Introduce the bed of Pyro. 
curftes then, and as there is danger 
that the large men may beat the 
{riall, make us all of a lize, by lop. 
ping the former and ftretching the 
lattere Dhitlerence of opinion is ade 
vantageous to religion. Lhe feveral 
{es perform the office of a cenfer 
morum over each other. Is uni- 
formity attainable ? Millions of ins 
nocent men, women, and children, 
fince the introduction of chriftianie 
ty, have been burnt, tortured, fined, 
imprifoned; yet we have not ads 


vanced one inch towards uniformi- 


ty. What has been the effect of 
coercion? to make one half the 
world foolss and the other half hy- 
pocrites. 
error all over the earth. Let us 
reflect that it is inhabited by a thou- 
fand millions of peoples ‘Ihat 
thefe profefs probably a thou- 
fand different fyftems of religions 
That ours is but one of that thous 
fand. ‘That if there be but one 
right, and ours that one, we fhould 
with to fee the 999 wandering fects 
gathered into the fold of truth.— 
But againft fuch a majority we cane 
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not eflect this by force. Reafon 
and eke are the only pract- 
edbl@ inftruments. ‘To make way 
for an free enquiry muit be in- 
dule and how can we with oth- 
inl i ones ve eit while we refute it 
ourfe ‘Ives. But every flate; lays an 
inguifitor, has eftablifhed fome reli- 
ions WNotwo, fay I, have eftas 
blifhed the fame. . Us this a proot 
of the infallibility of eltabli{himent s! 
Our fifier tate: of Pennfylvania and 

New- York, however, have long 

fudlifted without any eftablifhme nt 
atall. The experts ment was. new 
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is well {upporced ; of various kinds, 
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indeed, but all good enough; all 
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dumicient to Pp! ezerve peace and Ore 


‘* 


der: or if a fect arifes, whole ten- 
ets would fiubvert. morals; good 
fenfe has fair play, and reafons and 
laughs it out of doors, warns t fut. 
ring the frate to be troubled with 


3, 
ite hey do not hang more males 
fadior 3 than we do. ‘They are not 
more ere th religi ous diffen- 
fions. On the ntrary, their hur- 


mony is finpareite i,‘and can be ai- 

cibed to noth ling but their unboun- 
ded tolerance, becauie there is no 
other circumitance in which they 
differ from every nation on earth. 
They have made the happy difco- 
very, that the way to filence reli- 
gious diiputes, is to take no notice 
ofthem, Letus too give this ex- 
experiment fair play, and get rid, 
While we may, of thole tyrannical 
laws. It is true, we are as yet fe- 
cured apainft them by the fpirit of 
the times. I doubt whether the 
people of this country would fuffer 
an execution for h erely, or a three 
year simprifunment for not compre- 
hendine the my fteries of the Lrin- 
iv, Butis the fpirit of the peopie 
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an infallible, a permanent reliance? 
Is it gov erhme nt? Is this the kin 
of protection wé receive in retur 
for the rights we give up? Befid 


5/5. 
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t 
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the foirit of the times may alter, 
will alter. Our rulers will become 
Corrupt, our people carelefs. A 


fingle zealot may comn rence verfecus 
tor, and better men be his viGims. 
It can aever be too often re: ne aved 
t! at the time for fixing ev ery e{fen. 
tial right on a legal bafi lis is while 
our rulers are honeft, and ourfelves 
united. Frem the conclufion of 
this war we fhall be roug down 


bill. lt Writ not then ve nect fy. iry 
to-refort eve ry moment to the peos 
nte fawn "Th we oe 

fie AWda fur porte i be Y Vv’ li: VUE ? i= 
gotten, therefore, ana their rig rAts 
+ 9 7 rr - 
dilrecarded. They will nde ret 
themielves, but in the fole facult 


t =a 


of making money, and will neve 
think of uniting to efthSta due fee 
{pect for rights. The fhackles, 
fore, which thalinot be knock- 
ed off at the conciuiion of this war, 
will remain on us long, will be 
made heavier and heavier, till our 
rivhts fhall revive or expire ina 
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convullion. 
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ANECDOTE, 
it is sometimes dangere us to appear 
aviser than one’s neig bborse 
A tipfy parfon in Dumfr ies (Scot 
land) was faying from the pulpit, 
© What was it think ye, ened peo- 
ple, th ut {we al lowed J nas ? It was 


nae horfe, it was n qe COW,ean’s J 
fuppofe,” faid an old w oman, “it 
was 2 whale, your reve remies! ae 
fippofe,” replied he, “you are a 


you i nelt as well takethe 
bread out of iny mouth, as the word 
of God.” 
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GEORGIA CONSTITUTION, 





dn the third number of the National Magazine I gave an abstract of the 
Constitution of Georgia 3 I soon after learnt that 1 ter d copied my ina 
formation from the Constitution of that state as it stood previous to the 


last revision aud amendment. 


forces 


Stake se 


The readers 
presented with the Constitution of Georgiz entire, which is 
This is a tribute justly due to 
that state, in performing which I lay were the public, in i 
one of the best models of a Constitiut 
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ARTICLE I. 


SECTION Te 


THE legiftative, extexitive and 
judiciary es opto rents of govern- 
ment, hall be diftine, asd each de- 
partment fhall be confided to a fep- 
arate body of magiftracy ; and no 
perion, or collection of perfons, be- 
ing of one of thofle departments, 
fhall exercife any power properly 
attached to either of the other 3, CX-= 
cept in the inftances herein exprefs- 
ly permitted. 

EC. 2+ The legiftative power 


} 
4 
Cc 
. 


fhail be vefted in two feparate and 
diitin@ branches, to wit: 2 fenate 


and houfe of reprefentatives, to be 
filed “* The General Affembly.” 

Src. 3. The Senate fhall be e- 
lected annitally on the firft Monday 
in November, unril fuch day of 
electien be altered by law: and 
jhall be compofed of one member 
from each county, to be chofen by 
the eleftors thereof. 

SEC. 4- .No perfon fhail bea 
fenator who fhall not have attained 


to the age of twenty-five years ; 
and have. been nine years a citizen 
@i the United States; and three 


years an inhabitants of this ftate, 
and fhall have utvall y relided with 
in the county for which he fhal! 
returned, at leaft one 1 

ately preceding his election. (eXxs 
cept perfons who may have been 
abfent on public bufineis of this 
ftate, or of the United States) and 
is and fhall have been poffeffed in 
his own right of a fettled freehold 
eflate of the value of five hundred 
dollars, or of taxable property to 
the amount of ome thonfand dollars, 
within the county, for one year 
preceding his ele€tion ; and w hofe 
eitate fhall, on a reafonable eftima- 
tion be fully competent to the dil- 
charge of his juft debts, over and 
above that fum. 

Stc. 5. The fenate fhall elects 
by ballot, a prefident out of their 
own body. 

SEc. 6. The fenate fhall have 
the fole power to try all impeach- 
ments: When fitting for that pur- 
poiegthey fhall be on oath or aflir- 
mation; and no perfon fhall b 
convicted, without the concurrenc 
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ef two thirds of the members pre- 
fent : judgment, in cafes of im- 
peachment, {hall not extend further 
than removal from office and dif. 
qualification to hold and enjoy any 
ofhice of honor, truft or profit, with- 
in this ftate: but the party con- 
vided fhall, neverthelefs, be Lubjed 
to indiament, trial, judgement and 
punifhment, according to lawe 
Sec. 7. The houtfe of repreten- 
tatives fhall be compoled of mem- 
bers from all the counties which 
now are, or hereafter may be, in- 
cluded within this flate, according 
to their refpeciive numbers of free 
white perfons, and including three- 
fifths of all the people of colour: 
The actual enumeration fhal!l be 
made within two years, and within 
every fubfequent term of feven 
years therealter, at fuch time, and 
in fuch manner, as this convention 
may direct : Each county contain- 
ing three thouland perlons agreeably 
to the foregoing plan of enumera- 
tion, fhall be entitled to <wo meni- 
pers, feven thoufand to three mem- 
bers, andtwelve thoufand to four 
members ; but each county fhall 
have at leaft oneand not more than 
four members: The reprefenta- 
tives fhall be chofen annually, on 
the firft Monday iu November, un- 
til fuch day of eleGtion be altered 
by law: Until the aforefaid enu- 
meration fhall be made, the feveral 
counties fhall de entitled to the fol. 
lowing number of reprefentatives, 
refpectively: Camdentwo.—Glynn 
two—-Liberty rhree—-M’Intofh 
two——Bryan one—Chatham four— 
Efinghan two-—Scriven two-— 
Montgomery two—Burke three— 
Bullock one—-Jeflerfon three-— 
Lincoln twomElbert three Ja: \- 
fon two---Richmond three—W ilkes 
four—-Columbia three—-Warren 
“ 
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cock four—Greene threemOgle- 

thorpe three—~and Franklin two. 
SEc. 8. No perfon fhall be a re 

prefentative who fhall not have at- 


tained to the age of twenty-one - 


years, and have been feven years a 
citizen of the United States; three 
years an inhabitant of this ftate, 
and have ufually refided in the coun 
ty in which he fhall be chofen, one 
one year immediately preceding his 
election (unlefs he {hall have been 
ablent on public bufinefs of this 
ftate or of the United States; and 
{hall be poffeffed, in his own right, 
ofa fettled freehold eftate of the 
value of two hundred and fifty dol- 
lars, or of taxable property to the 
amount of five hundred dollars, 
within the county, for one year pre- 
ceding his election; add whole 
ef{tate fhall, on a reatonable eftime- 
tion, be competentto the diicharge 
ot his jult debts, over and above, 
that fum. 

Sec. 9- The houfe of reprefen- 
tatives fhall choole their fpeaker 
and other ofhicers. 

SEc. roe They fhall have folely 
the power to impeach all perfons 
who have been or may be in office. 

Sec. tre Io perfon holding any 
military commiflion or other ap- 
poitment having any emolument 
or compenfation annexed thereto, 
uiider this {tate or the United States, 
oreither of them (except jullices 
of the inferiox. court, jufiices of 
peace, and officers of the militia,) 
nor any perfon who has had charge 
ot public monies belonging to the 
ftate, unaccounted: for and unpaid, 
or who has not paid-al] legal taxes 
or contributions to the government, 
required of him, fhall have a feat 
in either branch of the General At: 
fembly ; nor thall any fenator or 
reprefentative be elecied to any ot- 
fice or appointment by the legifla. 
turc, having any emoluinents oy 











































BAAS OB Aa aly GEM me 
- ney reperanmey 
i, ~ : ¢ 
ee 





ry ee 


— ee 





aes Ne Ce olen int 


pore & 
Ae RN NE ee 
» 


ope 


-« 








fy oe f., 
iad 
. : 
F : 
b ihe 
ay 
| ti 
i ee 
8 bar 
iiha 
| \ 
7 > 
bg 
3 ’ e 
: ZY 
. 7 
4 
- 
, 
R : 





y 4 
: ; 
uh 
His 
444 8 
hay 
. - € 
.} 


if 
Pia 

2 

bie 

: : 





€ 186 ) 
ecompenfation annexed thereto, du- 
ring the time for which he fthall 
have } been eleSted, with the above 
exceptions, unlefs he fhall decline 

accepting his feat, by notice to the 
executive, wthin twenty days 
after be fhall have been e! tefted ; 
Nor fhall a any men iber, after having 
taken his feat, be eligible to any of 
the aforefaid offices or appointments 
durine the time for which he fhall 
have 
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onthe fecond Tuefday in january, 
until fuch dav of is! le 
ed bylaw; a nfajority ofeachbranch 
fhall be authorized to proceed to 
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days after the rifine thereof, ex. 
cept for treafon. felony, o or breach 
of the peace; nor fhall any mem. 
letoanfwer for any thi ng 
fpoken in debate in either houfe} 
in eny court or place el 
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but fhall, neverthelels, be bound 
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gueltion, fhall, atthe celire of an; 
m P L 
two mm mbers, 22 ite red on the 


venue, or’ appropriating monies, 


fhall ‘originate iu the houfe: of re- 


7: r 
7 Snes LK , An || 
prefentatives ; but valency th l 
. . 
propofe or concur with amendments 
4 + 
aS iil OfMer’ Oise 


] 
Qa an » Fv 3] ~}} } ' 
wr, I 7. ZI ery bil] ft; % 1@ re “4 
or ay = a+ Be on “f 
three times, and on three {te -parate 
dire om eorh Neane! 

types in a ‘ } Li wicca @) 

i fhall 


ral Affembly, before fhall’ pats, 
a) 


. 
f the Gene- 
t 
’ 
t 


wniels in cafes of atual invafion or 
Whiesis In fales OF ACtUal LHVaAlON OF 
infurreétion’: nor ihali any law or 


ordinance p its, Contamingy any mate 


sr" oe Aus her | 

ter different from what is expreiliead 
- 1. et oe ° } Q 
I} the Titse t} 4 2 , al qd « ll act 


on 
cinance which 


Sed by either houfe, fhall be 
iain during the feth 10, 


sit : 1 ae oe | } 
under the fame or dny other title, 


fo)] 


been ree 


proventin ¢ 


ch fenator and re- 


/ . . i > 
8) elfentativ * bet re ne pe permite 


i 
nn st } ~ or ¢ 
if RG. {hall take an 
a 
oath or make affirmation, that he 
hath not praG&ifed any unlawful 


sane. either direftiw he ini 
means, either diretly or indi 
to procure his ele&tion; and 


‘ 


- - 


. - ' 5 ’ 
p ‘rfon fhall bea {0 valifted from 


ae 2 mae e a8 ~ 1°22 . ‘1, vr 
Vid aS 2a ie€nator or repretemtatives 
— 
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for the term for which he fhall have 
been elected, who fhall be convic- 
ted of having given or offered any 
bribe or treat, or ¢: anvafled for fuch 
eleftion; and every candidate em- 
ploying hke means and not ele¢t- 
ed, fhall, on conviction, be inelligi- 


ble to hold a feat in ‘either houle, 


orto held any office of henor or 
profit, for the term of one year, 
and to fuch other difabilities or 
penalties as may be prefcribed by 
law. 

SEC. 19. Every member of the 
fenate, or houfe of reprefe ntatives, 
fhall, before he takes his feat, take 
the tollowing oath or affirmation, 
towit:——° T A. B. do folemnly 
“ {wear or affirm, (as the cafe may 
be) that Ihave not obtainea my 
cle on by bribéry, treats, 'can- 
© vifhagz, or other undue of unlaw- 
* ful means, uled by myfelf, or 


S mébh a oe os — PMO . on ae, ee Ane he 
J wha& | ky niv acilre or a@vprovade 
« « aa 
+ $3* i ' dan inti, be Oe 1. as I 
tron, for that purpofe ; that 
a 
‘6 f Bas. my 1° 1 
* conider miytelf: conititutionally 
« « 


elf 

aval) hed: as a‘fenator or repre- 
* fertative ; and that on al it quei- 
“tions and’ meafures whic thay 
come before me, I will give my 
* vote, and fo condu& my fel lf, as 
“ may, in my’ jt idement, appear 
© moft conducive to the intereit 
“ and profperity of this flate ; and 

+ 


> aq 


* that I will bear true faith and al- 
® lerianceto the fame ; ‘and to the 
“ utmoft of my power and ability 
” oblerve, conform to, fupport and 


4 ff ie + fj +a ] . 

‘ de f end, the Conflitution there- 

“ of.” . 
eo... ~7 r } 
VEC. 20. No perion, who hath 


been or ma vy be convicted of felony, 


before any court of this fate, ox 
any of the United States, fiall be 


elizible toany office or apnointment 
of honor, profit or truft, within this 
ftate. 

SEC. 21. Neither houfe, during 
the feffion of the General A ffem- 


YT» - o& te aed rr 
bly, 9 fhall, Without the con fent iA 
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the 6ther, adjourn for more than 
three days, nor to any other place, 
than that at which to two branches 
fhall be fitting; and in cafe any 
difagreement between the fenate 
and houfe of reprefentatives, with 
refpeé to their adjournment, the 
governor may adjourn them. 
Suc. a2. The General Affembly 
fhall have power to make all laws 
and ordinances, which they fhall 
deem neceffary and proper for the 
good ofthe ftate, which fhall not 
be repugnant to this contitutions 
SEC. 23- They fhall have power 
to alter the boundaries of the pre- 
{ent counties, andto lay off new 
ones, as well out of the counties al- 
ready laid off, as out of the other 
territory belonging to the ftate ; 
but the property of the foil, ina 
free government, hers one of the 
effential rights of 4 free people, 1t 
is neceffary, in order to avoid dif- 
seike s, thatthe limits of this flate 
jhould be afcertained without pre- 
eilion and exadctnefs ; and this con- 
vention, compofed of the immedi- 
ate reprefentatives of the people, 
chofen by them toaifert theirrights, 
anid to revite the powers given by 
them to the povernment, ind from 
whole wars all ruling authority of 
right flows, doth affert and declare 
the Gokataliia of this flate to be as 
follow: That is to fay-—The l- 
mits, boundaries, jurifdiGtions and 
authority, of the ftate of Georgia, 
do, and did, and of right ought to 
extend from the fea or mouth of 
the river’ Savannah, along the 
northern branch or {ttream the eof, 


ae 


Po | . 
tothe fork or confluence of the ri- 


vers now called Tupalo and Keo- 
wee, and from thence along the 


moft northern branch or ftream of 


‘ . . . i , ‘? . . 

the fatd river Tugalo, till in inter- 
Lr . ° eth e@> cs wae line of 
ect The norceherm Howuladry ¢C 


; ~ ' 1 * 28 te oo 
South-Gai On ; il cle faid brane i 


or ftream of Tugalo, extends 40 
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far north, referving all the 
in the faid rivers Savannah and 
Tuzgalo to Gdergia but if the 
head {pring or fource of any branch 
or ftream of the faid river ‘Tulego, 
docs not extend to the north boun 
dary line of South-Carolina, then a 
weft line to the Mififip ppl, to be 
drawn from the ayaa {p 
of the {aid bran 
galo river, seus entends to the 
higheft northern latitude ; thence 
down the middle of the faid 
Mit? until it fhall inter 
nore: amoft part ef the thirty-firft 


ifiands 


"1n +or fours 


h or flreain of Tu- 


O 


river 


Gegree of north latitude; fouth by 

liz " ] S-us dis am poate fron aVem Onset 
al ly ~ G m *F dd abla Ca ae rom cill& LCy)-« 
mMinauion of the line laft mention- 
ed, in the latitude of thirty-one de- 
grees north of 
middle of the river 
or UChatahooc hee > the 


, 
the equtor, to th Les 


Apalach ICC la 


-nce alon; “tne 


~} la brace > ae ry ® 
miadie ther: of, toits Hi : ates with 


= . } 
river; thence {trairht to the 
baTy S river ; < l 


* jy} hg < 
middle of Sx. 


v's paddies ot + ee aed ~~ 
NV} g 5 rive} to i* e Atlantic Ge Aslsy 


t 
head of St. Kh 
t)) 
~ 


ne al TY +} 
nce a Ong the 


ti 
id irom thence to the 


mouth or 
j snlet of Savannah river, the place 
af heginning 5 including aid com- 
prehending all the lands and wa- 
ters within the faid limits, bounda- 
rics and juriidictional right and 
alfo.all the iflands within twenty 
lea; ‘ of th fe : oalt. An | thi ; 

; 


convention doth faba rdeclare and 
| 
the 


11 cone loess t 
Le in DOTTY hibe, and 


ailert, that all territory with- 


within the limifs aforefaid, is now, 
ol ise it, the property of the free 
Citizens of this itote, and held | 

t) Liniove reigntyy 1 val: en a le but 


> ¢hace ‘s 2 j 
by Lueir conient: 4 rovided nNovcre 


Fs 5) . re 
feless, tat Howumnes 

oe 
conftrned, fo as to 
er Sa ee fe ve ¢ *o] 
prevent a tale to, or contraét with 


herein con- 


17 
ial] be 


the United Mates by the legifla- 

ture of this ftate, ef and for all and 

any part of the weflern territory of 

this fjate, lavine wefiward of the 
~ ~ 


NSTITUTION, 


Chatahoochee, on iuch tern 
as may be beneficial toboth parties; 


river 


and may procure an extention of 


fettlement, and an extinguifhiment 
of Indian clain 135, in and to the va. 
cant t territory of this ftate, to the 
eaft and north of the faida 
ht 


_. 
tahooc ne¢€ 
vr 


river Cha. 
ritory, fuch 


> to which 


: t uchter 
power of contract or fale, by the 
ire, fhall extend: And 


5 ii ] ot 
a ++ a. 
provided also, The Jegiflature may 


ive its confent to the eftab Mi 


ment of one or more 
weftward thereof ; 
of Jand, by ‘individuals being con- 
trary to the {pirit of our free go- 
vernment, no fale of territory of 
this ftate, or any part thereof, fhall 
take place to individuals or private 
ne inies, unlefs a county or coun. 
s fhall have been firft laid off, in- 
( luding fuch territory, and the In- 


dian rights fhall have been extin- 


euiflied thereto. 
Ww 
_ tt, wn 2 th @ sg = i . n fe’ ~ ° Ps 
OKCe 24. Lhe roOreroings Tection 
a My c . © ? | L obese 
© vist I pic paVit declare at 1S tie; 
Com i rien tr the tree citizens 


e terrl- 


Ol \\ wout w?@ prelent temporary 
+ 4 
, . 
bounc fary ime, and within the ls. 
. . * . . , > 
mits of this ftate, thereby defined, 
}, hieh ¢he ; at ie Oat ~ 
i WhHIECH Lhe CONLEMDYILALEA pure. lide 
4s 
Jes of Certain companies of a confi. 
Cac rab! 1) ion thie re of, are bec come 


and 1 itice 


} Vola > 
faith require that the 


{tate fho uld not detain a contfidera. 
tion fora contract, which has fail- 
¢ a the le riflature at their next 
i MOI) {] all make pat ition by law, 
for returning to any perfon or per- 


1, : >a . > } , £ Ae lp 
Nas en mave Na wmadc Uce 


» . ’ . - iy 
polited monies for iuch purchaies 


i 
. ones P «hte ° Pro 
mt realury of this {tate : r0e 
’ , TY™? " z 2 7 , 
vided, That the fame fhall net have 
] ’ ‘ ~ . f 
een drawn therefrom in terms ol! 
. 
+ na ffaa } st.t tseanth Ase 
‘ paiead tne cimrveencn cay ol 
| ’ - 
February, one thoufand feven hun- 
, Ss 7 . ~ , 
7. ‘ a bay 4 - “~ « ~\** C! - 
crea and nine LVelliX, CO; ri122 I hy Cai 
> | ~ 
led the > maine y ‘ony ‘a * 43). 
4 4 ~ beawltan ~ ° ‘ + > 4 
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and ninety-feven 
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propriation laws of the years one 
Lfeven hundred and ninety- 
fx and one thoufandfeven hundred 


° N or thal the 


monies, paid for fuch purchates, ev- 
er be deemed a part of the funds of 
this itate, or be liable to appropria- 
tion as fuch; but until fuch mo- 
nies be drawn from the tre: wi 
they (hall be confideted altogether 


at tlre rifque of the 


have depotited the Came. 


perfor is who 
No 110- 


ney fall be a out of the trea- 


fary or from 


this 
made by law; and a reg al: ir f{tate- 


fientand a 


{ftate, ex ae Ge 


e public funds of 


appropt ratio ih 


account, of the receipts 


nd expenditures of all! public mo- 
fies, fhall be publifhed trom time 
tétime. No vote, refolution, law, 


or orde 
fembly, 


gratuity 


whatevér, but by the 


sranting a 
oO oO 


in favor of any 


r, fhall pafs the General AC 


dontation or 
pert yh 
concurrence 


of two-thirds of the General Af- 
lembly. 
Sic. 25+ It fhall be the duty of 
the juftices of the inferior court, or 
any 
refpeClively, within fixty days after 
the adjournment of 
tion, to appoint one er more fit 


? 


rhe 


three of them, 


115 in each count 


in each county 


this conven- 


y) not exceed- 


ino one for each battalion diftrid, 
whofe duty it fhall be to take a full 
and accurate cenfus or enumera- 
tion of all free white perfons and 
people of colour, refiding therein, 
diftincuifhing,in feparate colunins, 
the free white perfons from perfons 
of colour, and return the fame to 


the clerks of the fuperior courts of 
certihed under 


the feveral counties, 
their hands, on or before the firfl 
day of December next—the per- 
fons fo appointed, being firft caves 
tally {worn before the faid juftice 
or either of them, duly and faith 


fully to } 


perform the truft Bes pices 
li t 2 d ij be dite 
anh the: 8 ? an if {h al! ~S & he eae | 
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of the faid clerks, to tranfmit ail 
fech returns, under feal, directed to 
the ipeaker of the houte of repree 
fentatives, at the firft feflion of a “ 
legiflatare thereatter: And it fhail 
be. the duty of the General Affem- 
bly, at their faid firtt feffion, to ap- 
port:on the members of the houle 
of reprefentztives among the feve- 
ral counties, agreeable to the plan 
preferibed by this Conftitution, and 
to provide an adequate compeniae 
tion for the taking ot the faid cen- 
fuse Every perfon, wih: . ulual 
place of abode fhall be inany famte 
ly on the firft Monday in July 1CXly 
fhall be returned as of juch family, 
and every perfon, occalionally ab. 
fent at the time of taking the enu- 
imeration, as belonping to. that 
place in which he ufually refides 
The General Afiembly fhall, by 
law, dire&t the manner of taking 
fuch cenfus or enumeration, within 
every ‘fubfequent term of leven years, 
in conformity to this Conititution. 
And it is declared to be the duty 
of all officers, civil and military, 
throughout this ftate, to be aiding 
and aflitting i in the true and faith. 
ful execution thereof. In cafe the 
jultices of the inferior courts fhould 
tail to make fuch appointments, or 
if there fhould not be a fufhicient 
numberof fuch juftices in any coun. 
ty, then the juttices of the peace, 
three of them, fhall have 
and exe rei e like powers and au- 
thority refpecting the faid ce nius 5 


Or a any 


and if the cenfus or enumeration of 


any county fhall not be fo taken 
and returned, then, and in that 
cafe, the Ge -neral Affembly thall ap- 
portion the reprelentation of fuch 
county, according to the beft evi- 
dence in their po wer, relatix re to its 
population. 
ARTICLE If. 

SECe re The executive power 

fhall be vefled in a Governor, who 
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fhall hold his office d durire the tern 
of two years, and until fuck tiine 
as a fucceflor hia ll} be chofen and 
qnalified ; he {hr at have a compe. 
tent falary eftablifhed by law, ‘hich 
fhall not be increafed or diminithed 
during the period tor which he fhall 
have been elected; neither fhall 
receive within that period, any o- 
ther emolument from the United 
States, or either of from 
any foreign power. 

Sree. 2 The Governor fhall be 
ele&ted by the General Aflembly, 
at their oced anntal feflion atter 
the rifling of this Convention, and 


them, or 


atevery fecond annual feffion there- 
after, ci the fecond day ery the 
two houfes fhall be organized and 
Gompetent to proceed to bufinefs. 
SEC. 3° No perfon fhali be eli- 
gible to the ofice ef Gove rs 


rnc 
who uall not have been a cittese 
of the United States twelve 
and an inhabitant of this fate fix 
years, dnd who hath net attained 
to the age of ey yéars, and who 
does not poffefs five hundred atres 
of land, in his own right, within 
this ftate, and other property to the 
amount of tour thoufand dollars, 
and whofe eftate fhall not, on a 
realonable eftimation, be compe- 
tent to the difchar: oe of his debts, 
over and above that fum. 

Sec. 4¢ In cafe of the death or 
refignation or difability of the Go- 
vernor, the Prefident of the Se- 
nate fhall exercife the Executive 
powers of government, until fuch 
difability be removed, or until the 
next meeting of the General, Al- 
fembly. 

SEC. 5 The Governor fhal!, be- 
fore he enters on the duties of his 
office, fal e the ew ing oath or 
affirmation: “ | do folerunly fwear 
© or affirm os the cafe may beg at 
 T will faithfully execute the office 
46 of 


vears 


Governor of the ftate of (score 





TION, 
and wil, to the beft of my 
abilities, preterve, proteé and 
“def faid ftate, and caufe 
*¢ suflice to he executed in mere 
66 therein, 2 ms cordin g to the Confit 
tution and laws theréof.’ 

Sec. 6. He fhali be cemmander 
in chet of the army and navy of 
this tate, and of the militia there- 


S pia 3 


’ ‘ 
ors? Tf) " 
we athhg LEE 


, 
fs. 


¢ 
Ole 
eS. V7 mit heas< 
Sec. 7. He fhall have power to 
_ Ce ae ai re fT, —— 
§ rant wer lev es tor ¢ Tle? ces aApail te 
: 


peachment; andto grant pardons, 
orto remit any part of a lentence, 
in all cafes after conviction, except 
for treaion or murdesx, in which 
cafes he may refpite the execution, 
and make report thercofto the next 
General Afflembly, by whom a par- 
don may be gr 

SkEc. 8. He thail 
ele &tion to fll up au v ACaNncies pe 
happen in the Senate er Honfe of 
Re ‘prefentatives: And fhall have 
vene the General Af- 
on extraordinary occafions; 
them, froin time to 
time, information of the ftate ot 
he republic, and recommend. to 
heir coniideration, fuch meafures 
as he may deem neceflary and ex- 
pedient. 

SEc. g- When any office fhall 


an ted, 


iff, ue W 


a 


of 


+ r 


LO c pil 


4 


Cr 
milly 


one 7 — 
« nd fhall five 


a 


ec 
o 


ctr 


become vacant by death, refignati- 
on, or otherwife, the Governor 


{hall have the power to fill tuch va. 
cancy; perfons fo gga 
{hall continue in office until a fu 
ceffor is oppointed agreeably t 
mode pointed out by this conflitu- 
tion, or by the legitl: ature. 

Sec. 10. He fhall have the re- 
vilion of ali bills palied by both 
houfes, before the fame fhall be- 
come laws, but two thirds of both 
houfes may pafs a law notwith- 
{tanding his diffent; and if any bil 
fhouid not be returned by the Go. 
verioe Within five days after it hath 


and 


lL, 





he i Pty eet 


a o& §& 
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q Lr ie 
Been — to him, the iame 
frat be alaw, unlefs the General 
Se aithet by their adjournment, 
Ul prevent its returne 
Gy ‘<7eE ry ro fe .¥ +s 
Sec. rr. Every hes refoluth 
or order, to which the concurrence 
of both houfes may be ree ry, 


OR 


except on a gueltion of adjourn- 

- 

» 1. - 1? 7 vtnwntback- te, @hm fo 
ment, fall be pretented to the Go- 

- aw } = - ois 1] - 
eernors and betore it fhall take ef- 

1. cxtthy Sp eae ee © 
fect, be*tpproved by him, or being 
lB we , ? 4 > | ‘p ofier ly r 
Miiapprovea, May be repahed hy 

i 


two thirds te both houfes, accord. 
‘to the rules and limitations pre- 
fcribed ia c: fe of a bill. 

Sec. 12. There fhall be a fecre- 
tary eel the State, a Treafurer, and 
a Surveyor General, appointed in 
the fame manner, and at the iame 


fefon of the Leviflature, and they 
hall hold their offic¢s for the iike 
period as the Governor, and fhall 
have a competent falary, including 


{uch emoluments as m iv be efta- 
} > * e , 
iihed by law, which fhali not be 
nNere 4 > - 1? t re d “1 La 
nereé aiea Or aim ithe durin: 4 Lit. 


j 
period for which they fhall “have 
b 


—~ 
ws 


~ 
Cc 
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‘ 
es 
~ 
a: 
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a) 
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° +e 
a ce 
eC Oulce 


ie Secretary of State, and fhall 
not be affixed to any inftrument of 
eitind but by order of the Go- 
vernor or General Affembly; and 


9 
the veral Alt embly fhall, at their 


> em 


al ‘ ° ‘ . 2 4 ¥ P _ 
firft {effion after the rifing of this 
Convention, caufe the Great Seal 
} Ys ; , ] , 
to be altered by law. 


Sec. tq. The Governor fhall 


lave power to appoint his own e- 
Cretaries. 
A RTI CLE Tit, 


Sec. 1. The judicial powers of 
this ftate fhall be vefted in a Supe- 


rior Court, and in fuch inferior in- 
ms he ee Pea a 
P1LALI1 CLI Vi1S as the Leg! iati i, ' ; jitlag 
. . , . 

from time to time. ordain an 


> | 


ral 
Midi 


fhe The Judzes of the Superi- 
or Co urts fhall be ele&ed for <I 


term of three years, removeable by 
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+ ~ i aa 7 Shaleanaie 
the Governor on tne aqgcureéis of 
~ 


two-thirds of both houfes for that 
purpole, or by impeachment and 
convi¢iion thereon. ‘Lhe Supe rior 
Court fhall have exciutive and final 


ju riidiction in all criminal cates 
whi ch fhali be tried in the cou: 
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hall be tried in the 

county where the 

fhall have power to corredt errors 

in inferior judicatories by writs of 

ertiorar:, as well as errors in the 

uperior Courts, a 
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ey 
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+ e: a » 
1! to order new 
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jie a. i Smit uae ee ee = — 
rmined, and duch errors core 
rt 


~ 
- 
d.in t} : 
Sy ei r 
Sed,in the Supe rior Ceu 


~ 
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county in which fuch action oripi- 

" ~ 4 + e . . ; i} 
ginated. And the faid court fhall 
alio have appellate jurildi€tion ia 


juch other cafes, astl t 
may bv law Uirect, Wd iCi h fhiall i 


—_- — 


,t{a © 


no cate tenadto remiove the canfe 
from the connty in whichche a 


originated; andthe Judees thereof 
in all caies of application for new 
trials, or correction of errors, fhall 
enter their opinions on the minutes 
of the courts ‘The inferior courts 
fhali have coznizance of all other 
civil cales, which fhall be tried in 
the county wherein the defendant 
refides, except in caf 


rao net 


. 


lirors, ‘e{] ling in differes 
ties 

either county, and a copy of the 
petition and procefs, ferved on the 
party or parties refiding out of the 
county in which the fuit mag | 
commeuced, fhall be deemed fuffi: 


£2 oe ; n ; nee 
» which may be commenced in 
é 


rerulations as the Leciflature may 
dire’: But the Legiflature mer, 
} law, to whit h two thirds ofe acil 
branch fliall CONCUr, Live Concur. 
rent iurifdidtion to the Superior 
Cor rts, The Superior ard Inferic f 


Courts fhail fitin each county twice 
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very year, at fuch ftated times 
he Leg iflature ihall appoint. 
SEC. ty "Lhe Judges fhall have 
falaries, adequate to their fervices, 

ftablifleed by gr which fhall not 
be increaied or diminifhed during 
their continuance in ofhce; bit 
{hell not rece ve any other perqui- 
fites er emolutnents whatever, froin 
parties or others, on account of any 
Guty meant bel of them. 
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Sec. 3. There fhall be a State’ 


$ 
Attorney and Solicitors appointed 
by the Lesziflature, and commiffi- 


oned by the Governor, who {thal 


hold their offices for the term of 
three years, unlels ren oved bY ien- 
tence on limpeachmeut, or bv the 
& erhor, on the ac a is ol yy Oe 
thirds of each branch of the Gene- 
rai {} mi ly s "Lhe \ ha | nave iae 
Javries adequate to their fervices, 
f{tablbfhed by law vhich fhall not 
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be increaf: ed or dimim fhed durin; g 
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OQECe Je Juitices OL tne inierior 
courts fhall be appointed by tl C 
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hold their commifions during good 
Oo © 
behaviour, or aslong as they reipec- 
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tively reinde in the c unty rorwhnicl 


thevihail ve aft DO! inted, un.eisS re- 
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ment, or oy Bic ~Fove»r°ror, on tne 
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ot the General f,UCMIULVe i hey 
wr, ¢ b , cad > r? 
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ces, in - manner, as ‘the legitla- 
ure iney Dy y law dire&. 

SECs Se ‘The | juftices of the peace 
fhall be nominated by the inferior 
courts of the { everal counties, and 
commiitlioned by the governor; and 
there fhall * two jultices of the 
peace in each captain’s diftria, ei- 
theror both of whom, fhail have 
power to try all cafes of a civil na- 
ture, within their diftrict, where 


* } } 


Lae Gebt or liguidated ageinagnad dees 
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not exceed thirty dollars, in fuch 
manner as the legitlature may b 
law direct. They {hall hold their 
appointments during good beha. 
viour, or until they fhall be remo. 
ved by convict’on on indiimcnt in 
the fuperior court, for mal-practice 
in office, or for any felonious or in. 
famous crime, or by the governor, 
on the addres of two-thirds of each 
branch of the legiilature. 

Sec. 6. The powers of a court 
of ordinary, or regifter of probates, 
fhall be vetted in the inferior court 


S| ’ ° 
of each county, from whole dects 
ion there may be an appeal to th e 
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duperior court, under iuch ret 


“t 
tions andreculations as the Ger Nes 
ral z embly may in law dire& 

!] hav 
power to veft the care of the records 
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but Chi inacr} ior court ina 
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ay ther i ge therein, m 
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they n ay appoint - and any one or 
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clerk, or fuch 
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rior Courts, or any one of them, 
ihall have power to iflue writs of 
mi damus,prohib ition, s¢ ire fa clas; 
and all other writs which may be 
their po 
ilhy into eff Q Le 

Sec. 8. Within five years after 
the adoption of this Conflitution 
the body of our laws, civil a nd crim 


necellary for Ca arrying 
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inal, fhall be revifed, digefted and 
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arranged, under proper a. and 

promulgated in juch manner as tne 
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legiftature may direct; and no per- 


Cc 
fon { {hall be ey Actes from advoca- 


ting or defending his caute, before 
1 . we 
any court or tribunal, either by 


himielt or cc whee ears e 
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sranted by the lecviflature, until the 
parties fhall have had a fair trial 
before the fuperior court, and a 
verdict ihall have been obtained, 
githoriling a divorce upon legal 
principles. And in fuch ‘cates, 
two thirds of each branch of the 
legiflature may pals adts of divorce 
accordingly. 

See. to. The clerks of the fupe- 
rior and inferior courts fhalli be ap- 
pointed in fuch manner as the le- 
giilature may by law dire; fhall 
be commiflioned by the governor, 
and ihall ¢ontinue im office during 
good behavior. 

Sée. 11. Sheriffs fhall be appoin- 
ted in fuch manner as the General 
Aflembly may by law dire@, and 
fhall hold their appointments for 
the term of two years, atime foon- 
cr removed | ry ‘fenter 
ment, or by the gov Creer, on the 
addrefs of two- shinds of the jultices 
of the inferior court and of the 


? 
eon impeach. 


peace in the county; butno perion 
jhall be twice eleGted fherith within 
any termof fourycar; and no coull- 


ty one er “ ai te r the ne pm elec Es iol, 


fhall be chofen at thet tine of elec- 
ting a fenator or re preie entativee 

ARTICLE IV. 

SEC. 4e Lhe electors of members 
of the General Affeimbly, fhall be 
citizens and inhabitants of this 
ftate, and fhall have attained the 
age of twenty-one years, and have 
paid all taxes which may have been 
m, and which they 
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requ ired ot 2 if 
have had an opportunity of paying, 
azreeably to law, for the year pre- 
ceding the eleAion, and fhall have 
relided fix months within the coun- 
ty: Provided, That in cafe of in- 
vation, and the inhabitants fhall be 


dri 
prevent an election therein, fuch 
l 1g a major- 
ity ot thie Vv pie TS Of duch county . 
May meet under the direction of 


“of snhahitantc. h 
reiu rEC innavitants, bel 


any three juftices of the peace there. 
ot, in the neareft county, not ina 
ftate of alarm, and proceed to an 
eleGtion, without having paid iuch 
tax fo required of electors, and the 
perfons elected thereat, thall be ens 
titled to their feats. 

See. 2. All eledions, by the 
General Affembly, fhall be by joint 
ballot of both branches of the Le- 
ciilature ; and whien the fenate and 
bos ie of reprélegt atives unite for 

the purpofe of eleCting, they fhall 

meet inthe Prepress ntative chamber, 
and the prefident of the fenate fhall, 
in fuch cafes, .prefide, receive the 
ballots, and declare the perfon or 
perfons ele@zed. In all elections 
by the people, the elestors fhall vote 
viva voce, until the legiflature fhall 
otherwife direat. 

Sec. 3. Ehe general officers of 
the militia, fhall be eleéte ‘d by the 
General AM®iembly, and fhall be 
commiflionedbythegovernor. All 
other. officers of the militia fhail be 
elected in fuch manner as the le- 
giflature may direct, and fhall be 
commiflioned by the governor 3 
and all militia officers now in com- 
miflion, and thofe which may be 
hereafter commiflioned, fhall hold 
their commiffions during their ufual 
refidence within the divifion, bri- 

gade, regiment, battalion or com- 
pa ny to which they belong, unlefs 
removed by fe ntence of a court- 
tial, or by the governor, on the 
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addref{s of two-thirds of eachbranch 
of the General Aflembly. 

SEC. te All ir ap pointed by 
the legiflature tofill vacanci ies final 
; 10 long as 
ete the time for which their 
predecefiors were appointed. 

SECe Ce Freed ii) of thie prelss 
anc trial OV } iry,45 heretotore uied 
in this fate, fhall remain 11 5a . 
{hall be 
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Sec. 6. No perfon, who hereto- 
fore hath been, or hereafter may be, 
a colieGor, or holaer ef public mo- 
nies, fhall be eligible to any office 
in this fate, until fuch verion fhall 
have accounted for, and paid int 
the treafury, all fums for which 
may be ac countable or | able. 


Pf. nar 
priicen, arte delivering 
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up, dona fide, all his eftate real and 
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perfonal, for the ufe of his credt- 
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faith and wudas T¢ nt > nor fha}l he 


xed to pay tythes, t: 
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ever be ob! Ss, taxes 
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Or any otuer rate, tor tn 


iter or minifre, contrary to what 
he believes to be rivht.or hath vol- 
untarily ensaved to’ do. Wo one 

el ‘rus Or ty Tha l ever he efta- 


blifhed in this ftate, in preference 
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to another; nor fheil anv perfon be 
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Genied the entoyment of any civ! 
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x.! , mere 1 account of his re- 
himious principles. 
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next. The legiflature fhall havg 
no power to pais laws for the emana 
cipation of dlaves, without the cone 
fe nt of each of their relpective OWs 
ners. previous to Mu <a emancipation. 
They fnalt have no power to pres 


vent emigrants trom either 


; i € 
- - 4 . a >, > 
United tates to this itate, from 
mo ra } 4 1 , 
bringing with them fuch perfons 
v) o >] 
’ 1 mY ; 
as may be deemed ‘flaves, by the 
of 4 
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i the Gereral Aflembly, at their 
next fej] 27. to provid _ feAiual 
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meatures for the improvement and 
permanent fecurity of the funds ard 
endowments of tuch inititutions. 

Sec. 14. All civil officers {hall 
continue in the exercife of the du- 
tics of their feveral offices, di 5 
the veriods for which thev were av- 
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the duty of the General Afemobiy 
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Jations, for carrying this Conftitu- 
tion into full effeé&. 

Sec. 1g« No part of this Coniti- 
tution fhall be’ altered, unlefs a bill 
for that purpofe, fpecifying the al- 
terations intended to be made, fhall 
have been read three times in the 
houfe of reprefentatives, and three 
times in the —— on three leve- 
fal davs ineach houfe, and agreed 
to by two-thirds of each houfe re- 
foe ctively ; and when any fuch bill 
fhall be paifed in manner aforefaid, 





RELIGIOUS 


LAW. ( 196 ) 
the fame fhall be publifhed at leaft 


fix months previous to the next en- 
fuing eleCtion for members of the 
General Aflembly ; and if fuch al- 
terations, or any ‘of them fo propo- 
fed, fhall be agreed to in their firft 
Sellion thereafter, by two-thirds of 
each branch of the General Aflem- 
bly, after the fame fhall have been 
read three times, on three feparate 
days, in each refpeétive houfe, then, 
and not otherwife, the fame fhall 
become a part of this Conftitution. 


ACT, 


for establishing RELIGIOUS FREEDOM, passed in the Ass mbly af 


Lirginie, in the beginning of the Year 1786. 


2 SR > See 


WELL aware that Almighty 
God hath created the mind free ; 
that all atteinpts to influence it by 
temporal pu nifhments or burdens, 
or by civil incapacitations, tend 
only to beget habits #f hypocrify 
and meannefs, and are a departure 
from the plan of the Holy Author 
of our religion, who being Lord 
both of body and m ind, yet chofe 
hot to propagate it by coercions on 
either, as was in his Almighty pow- 
ry to do; that the impious pre- 
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oe 


imption of |] legiflators and rulers, 
civil as well as ecclefiaftical, who 
1X — oe » %. 

being themfelves tw: fallible and 


uninipired men have ailumed do- 
Minion over the faith of others, 
fetting up their own opinions and 


‘ es . } = l 

Moacs of thinking as the only true 
7 - > aye, 

and infallible, and as fuch endea- 


Voring to impole them’ on others, 
hath eftablifhed and maintained 


. . * 
falic religions over the greateft part 
Of ihe world, and turough au time; 


“ee ° 
(that to compe! a man to furnifh 


Co f : . oy — ha nr 
sitril utions of siohey To! as LroO- 
« 


p2gation of opinions which he dif- 
believes, is finful and tyrannical ; 
that even the forcing him to fup- 
port this or that teacher of his own 
religious perluafion, is depriving 
him of the comfortable liberty of 
giving his contributions to the par- 
ticular paftor whole morals he w yuld 
make his pattern, and whofe pow- 
ers he feels moft perfuafive to righ- 
teoufnefa, and is withdrawing from 
the miniftry thofe temporal rewards 
which, proceeding from an appros 
bation of their perfonal condud®, 
are an additional incitement to ear- 
neft and unremitting labors for the 
inftrudtion of mankind; that our 
civil rights have no dependence on 
our religious opinions, more than 
our opnions in = cs or reometry 3 
that therefore e proicribing any 
citizen as xcs the pul 
fidence by laying upon him an in. 
capacity of being called to offices 
of truft and emolum nt, unlefs he 


be » ¢ 
ilc COn- 


profeis or re nounce this or that ree 
ligious opinion, is depriving Bim 
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injurjoufly of thofe privileges and 
advantages to which in common 
ith his fellow-citizens he has a 
natural right; that it tends alle. to 
corrupt the principles of that ver 
religion i it is meant to encoura ge, 
by bribing with a monopoly of 
worldly “edie and emolument 
thofe who will saheinell orofele 
and conform to it; and though in- 
deed thefe are criminal who do not 
withitand fuch temptation, yet nei- 
ther are thole innocent who lay the 
bait in their way; that to fuffer 
the civil magiftrate to intrude his 
oa ; into the fiel« 1 of opinion and 
to re train the pro feflion or prona- 
gation of principles, on siees 
of their 1 : te ndency, isa dang er- 
ous fallacy, which at once de tr oys 
all pelletées liberty, becauie he be- 
ing of courfe judge of that ten- 


dency, willimake his gpinioris the 
rule of judoment, ~~ al or 
condemn the fentiments of others 
only as they fhall fquare with or dit- 
ter “mci his own: - that it + iat 
enough 

for its officers to 
intertere when gue break out 
into overt aéts arain{ peace and 
good order, and haaliv: that truth 
is great and will prevail if left 
to herlelf, 
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civil roverninent 
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ifuficient ; 
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POETRY. ( 197 ) 


Not bays and broad-arm’d ports, 
W he ere, I tughing at the ftorms 
rich navies ride 
Not ftarr’d and {pangled courts, 
Where low-bred bafenefs waits 
i ne to pride ; 
ee » high-minded men, 
th powel ‘sas tar above dull 
brutes endu’d, 
In foreft, brake, or den, 
As beafis excel cold rocks anc 
brambles rude ; 
Men who their d: uties k low, 
But know their rigdts, and know- 
ing, dare maintait Ns 
Prevent the long-aim’d blow, 
And crufh the tyrant while they 
| rend the chai’ 
These conftitute a itate, 
And fovereign law, that ftate’s 


| ow 


collected wiil, 
hrones and globes elate, 
Sits emprefs, crowning good, re- 
prefling ill ; 
sinit by her facred frown, 
‘Lhe fiend Diflention lke a va- 
pour finks, 
And e’en the all-dazzling crown 
Hides his faint rays, and at be) 
bidding fhrinks. 
Such was this heaven-lov'd tile, 
Than Lefbos fairer, and the Cre- 
tan fhore; 
No more fhall treedom fmi 
Shall Briton’ s languifh, and be 
MEN lo more ; 
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‘ Since all mutt life relign, 


Bie. @ _ 
TI hofe fw cet rewards that Gecoe- 
rate the brave, 
Tis folly to Geciines 
svad fink inglérious to a filen 


IMIT: \ TION. 
WHAT cenftitutes-a Man? 
Not long-dtaw: 7a 


le e: ; : : 
Not po WET':s extended {pan 


lLwameetin < *~ 
Not {tren gt above the COMMON 


“ee 


dole of fate ; 
Not luxury’s filken pride ; 
Not ermin’d robe, or gold-ens 
circled brow ; 
Not learning; not the tide 
Of hireling eloquence, with nox 
ious flow: 
—-'tis the gen’rous heat; 
‘Swell ‘dwith a brother’s love for 
all mankind, 
Which {corns a coward’s part, 
And beats in concord with th’ 
enlighten’d mind : 
By its infpiring pow’r 
The w willing aim is urg 8 to deeds 
IOWND d, 
Till Freedom figh no more, 
- And pamper’d tyrants quit the fa- 
cred ground. 
Cheer’d by her holy fmile, 
i Sidas y boldly wrote, and 
bravely died; 


And Britaya’s favor’d ifle 
Deipoti oower’s benumbing 


gra{p defied—— 
It burft the flrongeft chain, 
Wiich youth and foul-deluding 
beauty wove, 
And o’er the Atlantic main, 
To war, victorious war, a Fayette 
drove. 
Through our degenerate veins 
Crawls any remnant of that pa- 
triot blood, 
WhichCharlefton’s-Nasedy’s;lain* 
Encrimfon’d with its freedom. 
nurfing flood? 
ritons! may the glance 
Of this fair Fame aroufe the 
flumb’ring foul, 
Perifh the wanton dame, 
Relaxing finile, and fever-breed- 
ing bowl ! 
Be it ours to join the train 
Whenever Liberty her flar ndard 
rears ! 
In her bright caufle, the flain, 
Crown’d with eternal fame, fhall 
live throuch endlefs yearse 


rr} J r, 
* Where Hampden fell. 
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[From @ British Publication.] 


SCRAPIANA. 
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WHO would expe& to find in 
the fermons of one cf our divines 
the following paffage, on the dan- 
ger of =a quarrels between man 
and wife? “ Man and wife, fays 
Jeremy Taylor, are equally concer- 
ned to avoid all offences to each 
other, at the beginning of the con- 
verfation. Every thiig can blaft 
bloffom, end the breath 
of the, fouth cay fhake the little 
rings of the ,vine, when firft they 
beri in to ‘cutl like the locks of a 


new-weaned héy; but when by 
age and Pe ftiffen 


iardneffes fee em, and 
have, by the warm embraces of the 
fun, and the kiffes of heaven, bro’t 
forth their cluftérs, they cati endure 
the ftorms of the north, the 
loud tempelt; and yet never be bro- 
ken. » So is the early union of an 
enforced matriage, watchful and 
obfervant, jealous and bufy, ingui- 
fitive and careful, and apt to take 
alarm at every unkind word.” 


inta the 


4% 
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Colanella draws no bad picture 
of modern life when he fays, ** Mar- 
cus Varro in his time ufed to com- 


plain, that all who aii mafters ot 


families having abandoned the pru- 
plough, had crept 
within the walls of their cities, and 
chofe rather to move Y eir hands in 
the circus and atthe theatres, than 
in the fields and vineyards.” Co- 
lanella fays with great indigna- 
tion, “ We admire the geftires of 
effeminate wretches, becaufe by 
iA Wo, man-like motions they im- 


it so +h a iex, wt 1c} h ature nas denies 


ed to men, and deceive the eves of 
the ipectators. By baths,” add} 
he, “© we endeavour to procure an 
appetite for eating and drinking, 
and {pend the nights in 
pleafures, and the days in gaming 
or in jleeping, and think ourielves 
happy if we neither fee the rifing 
nor the fetting cf the fun; there. 
fore,” adds he, in very tirone lan. 
guage, ‘the cenfeguence of this 
idle and flothful way of lite is 
bad health; for thus the bcdies 
of our young men are fo unbri- 
ced, entcebled and relaxed, that 
death itleli will not feem to make 
any alteration in them.” 


When fome one was talking on 
infidelity before who was 
old and fick; Le faid, 
you endeavor to take away the pil 
low from an old and an aching 
head ?”? 





ceed, 


When one of the Cecil family, 
in converiation with Mary, Queen 
of Scots, was talking of the wil- 
dom of of his miftrefs, Queen Eli. 
gabeth, fhe faid, ** Alas! there is 
no iuch thing asa wife woman; 
the wileft of uc ail is only a ite 
lefs foolifh than her neighbours.’ 


Louis XIth of France faid near 
ly the fame thing, when one of his 
cougtiers told him he would make 
a prefent of a very fine falcon He 
had,to the Dame de Bergen, the 
wifeft woman in France ; * Dame 
{age ne fut jamais,” Loutsy 


laue hime. 
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